ENG 106-04: Introduction to Poetry / TR, 11am-12:15pm/ Fall 2008/ Bryan 216
Allison Seay / anseay@uncg.edu / 334-5459
Office: MHRA 3303, 3302; Office Hours: TR 2:00pm-3:00pm, and by appointment

This is an introductory course in the reading of poetry. We will analyze formal, technical, generic, and stylistic concerns in close readings from Helen Vendler’s Poems, Poets, Poetry: An Introduction and Anthology (available from the UNCG bookstore).  

Classes will be conducted in a lecture/discussion format. The student should be prepared, with questions and comments, to discuss the readings assigned.

At the completion of this course, I expect students to be able to identify and understand varied characteristics of poetry, apply techniques of literary analysis to readings, use the study of poetry to develop skills for careful and clear communication (both oral and written), and demonstrate an understanding of the contexts in which the work studied has been written and interpreted. 

Attendance is required for this course. You are allowed 3 absences. (The terms “excused” and “unexcused” are not applicable for this course.) After that, your grade will be affected. If you miss more than 4 classes, it will be nearly impossible for you to receive a passing grade. If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to get in touch with a classmate to find out what assignments you have missed. Moreover, tardiness is unacceptable and not tolerated and will negatively affect your final grade. 

Course requirements include:

Critical Responses/25%, 25%
     Presentation/25% 
     Participation & Attendance/15%
     Quizzes/10%

Critical Responses:
This course is reading intensive. Our readings are meant to offer you a fertile background for your understanding. Your engagement with the assigned readings (even if you don’t fully understand them—that’s an important part of the conversation in class, too) is essential to your success in this class. You will be responsible for a critical response portfolio, which consists of typed loose entries (folders with pockets or binders work best) that specifically respond to the reading assigned. Many of these will be drafted in class, informally, or prompted by our reading quizzes. More specific instructions and requirements follow.

Except in astonishing and extraordinary circumstances, I will not accept late work, nor work sent via email. In such cases that the work is accepted late, it will lose one letter grade per day.

Quizzes: 

There will be reading quizzes most class periods. I will discard your least successful quiz at the end of the semester and average all grades to calculate this portion of your final grade.

Presentations: 

Working in small groups will foster a different kind of dialogue within the classroom. While you should always be prepared to work collaboratively, there will be one major presentation on a poet of the group’s choosing which will be graded heavily. A separate instruction sheet will follow. You will be required to visit the University Speaking Center for this assignment. I will assign groups, as well as a group grade. 
Students are expected to abide by the terms of the code of academic conduct and UNCG’s honor policy. 

Readings and Extra Credit:

We are lucky to have a wonderful Distinguished Visiting Writers Series on campus. I will give you a full calendar with dates and times. For every outside reading you attend—if you provide me with a one page, typed, double-spaced response—I will reward you with a ½ point extra credit on your final grade for the semester.  

Speaking Center - - http://speakingcenter.uncg.edu/


MHRA Building 3211
Writing Center - - http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter/

MHRA Building 3211
SCHEDULE (subject to change):

T 8/26

Introduction / Syllabus overview 
R 8/28 

Discuss pgs. 3-26 / Model response
T 9/2

Continue 3-26 / Modeling / In-class writing
R 9/4 

Chapter 1 response due / Discuss 27-47

T 9/9 

Peer review with Chapter 1 responses / Discuss 47-72 

R 9/11

Continue 47-72 / In-class writing
T 9/16

Chapter 2 response due / Discuss presentations
R 9/18

Discuss 107-125 / Peer review Chapter 2 responses 
T 9/23

Discuss 125-149  
R 9/25

Continue 125-149 / Chapter 4 response due
T 9/30
Discuss 73-91

R 10/2

Discuss 91-106 / Chapter 3 response due Tuesday
T 10/7

Responses due (4 total), Conference Sign-Up, Presentation Decisions Due, Presentation Sign-Up
R 10/9

Conferences (MHRA 3303)
T 10/14

Conferences (MHRA 3303)
R 10/16

Conferences (MHRA 3303)
T 10/21

NO CLASS, FALL BREAK

R 10/23

Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman (in-class writing)
T 10/28

John Keats and Gerard Manley Hopkins 
R 10/30 
Marianne Moore and Margaret Atwood / Response due
T 11/4

Frank Bidart and Louise Gluck (in-class writing)
R 11/6

William Butler Yeats and Theodore Roethke/ Response due 
T 11/11

W.H. Auden and Elizabeth Bishop (in-class writing)
R 11/13

Responses due (3 total) / Begin Presentations
T 11/18

Presentations
R 11/20

Presentations
T 11/25

Presentations
R 11/27

NO CLASS, THANKSGIVING

T 12/2

Presentations
R 12/4

Presentations 
