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INTRODUCTION:

Reading a poem well is a valuable undertaking. This has been true for thousands of years, and it continues to be true today, for writers and readers have never ceased turning poetry to remember, express, and share the fullness and complexity of human experience. In this class, we will explore what poetry is and does by empirical means, that is, by reading poems from a variety of time periods and places. You will learn certain facts and terms about poetry, but you will also, it is hoped, gain confidence and skill in reading and appreciating poetry. 

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Phillips, Patrick. Boy. University of Georgia Press, 2008. ISBN 0820331198

Pinsky, Robert. The Sounds of Poetry: A Brief Guide. Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 1998. ISBN 0374526176

Vendler, Helen. Poems, Poets, Poetry: An Introduction and Anthology, 2nd edition. Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002. ISBN 0312257066

ASSIGNMENTS:

In addition to daily reading requirements and occasional quizzes, required assignments will include: 

Daily Sentences: For poems assigned each day, you will be required to write a sentence that you will be asked to read aloud in class as well as submit to me. Daily sentence assignments must be typed; handwritten and emailed copies will not be accepted. Daily sentences will only be accepted on the day they are due. 

Reading a Poem Aloud: By the end of the session, you will be expected to read at least one poem aloud for the class, chosen and prepared for in advance. 

Memorization and Recitation: You will be required to memorize at least one poem, chosen from our textbooks, that you will recite aloud in class at the end of the semester. 

Examinations: There will be two examinations, comprised of both objective and essay formats, the dates of which are noted in the calendar below.

Optional Extra Credit: You may memorize an additional poem and recite it for extra credit.  

GRADES

Daily Written Assignments
 



25%

Participation & Oral Assignments



25%

First Examination





25%





Second Examination





25%

ATTENDANCE

You are expected to attend every class. You are expected to arrive on time for every class.  You are expected to be attentive and respectful of others in every class. You are also expected to refrain from the use of unnecessary technology in class, including the  use of iPods, earphones, cellphones, and laptops. If you do not meet these expectations, you should be prepared for a significant penalty in your participation grade. If you are more than ten minutes late for class, you will not be counted present for the day. After missing two or more classes, I reserve the right to lower your final grade for the course. After missing four classes, you are not eligible to pass the class. Keep in mind that your thoughtful attention is the most important thing you can bring to the course. 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
If you have a disability that could affect your performance in this course or for which you need accommodation, please register with the Office of Disability Services.  They and I will provide appropriate accommodations.  Their  phone number is 334-5440 and additional information can be found at their website: http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
In all of your intellectual endeavors and assignments this semester, please keep in mind this excerpt from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy: 

If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under 

conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible 

with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated. 

Members of the UNCG community are expected to foster in their own work the 

spirit of academic honesty and not to tolerate its abuse by others.

CALENDAR

(tentative: dates and assignments are subject to change as needed)

Tuesday, August 26: Introduction to Course; what is poetry? some examples….

Thursday, August 28:  Chapter 1 of Poets, Poems, Poetry: The Poem as Life: 

Blake “Infant Sorrow” 

Gluck “The School Children,” 

Whitman “Hours Continuing Long” 

Tuesday, September 2: Chapter 1 of Poets, Poems, Poetry: The Poem as Life continued:

Hughes, “Theme for English B”

Shakespeare, “Sonnet 60 (Like as the waves make toward the pebbled shore)”

Hayden, “Those Winter Sundays”

Thursday, September 4: Introduction and Chapter 1 of Sounds, as well as: 
Wyatt, “They Flee from Me”

Jonson, “On My First Son”

Thomas, “Do Not Go Gentle”

Tuesday, September 9: Chapter 2 of Sounds, and 

Shakespeare, “Sonnet 29 (When in disgrace with fortune and men’s eyes)”

Thursday, September 11: Chapter 2 of Poems, Poets, Poetry, pp. 27-39; 

Yusef Komunyakaa Day: Excerpts from video, as well as:

Komunyakaa, “Facing It”

Komunyakaa, “My Father’s Loveletters”

Tuesday, September 16: Chapter 2 of Poems, Poets, Poetry continued: 

Herbert, “Love (III)”

Whitman, “A Noiseless Patient Spider”

Frost, “The Road Not Taken”

Thursday, September 18: Chapter 3 of Poems, Poets, Poetry: Poems as Pleasure, pp 73-95, including:

Brooks, “We Real Cool”

Shakespeare, “Sonnet 130 (My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun)”

Lawrence, “Snake”

Roethke, “My Papa’s Waltz”

(C. Dale Young Reading, 8 p.m. UNCG Faculty Center)
Tuesday, September 23: Robert Frost Day: “After Apple-Picking,” “Birches,” and “Out, Out—“ (handout)

Thursday, September 25: Chapter 3 of Sounds; Chapter 4 of Poems, Poets, Poetry: Describing Poems, with 

Dickinson, “The Heart asks Pleasure—first—“

Sandburg, “Grass” 

Jarrell, “The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner”

Tuesday, September 30: Chapter 4, describing poems, continued

Plath, “Metaphors” 

Keats, “Ode to a Nightingale”

Blake, “The Lamb” & “The Tyger”

Thursday, October 2: Review for Exam #1 

Tuesday, October 7: EXAMINATION #1

Thursday, October 9:  Chapters 4 of Sounds
Tuesday, October 14:  Choice for Memorized Poem due; Chapter 5 of Poems, Poets, Poetry: The Play of Language, pp 151-165, including 

Frost, “Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening”

Herbert, “Prayer (I)” 

Donne, “Holy Sonnet 14” 

Thursday, October 16: Chapter 5 of Poems, Poets, Poetry continued

Bishop, “One Art”

Hopkins’s “God’s Grandeur” and “No worst, there is none. . .”

Tuesday, October 21: Fall Break. 

Thursday, October 23: Patrick Phillips Day: Discussion of Boy; class visit with Patrick Phillips

(Patrick Phillips reading, 8 p.m., UNCG Faculty Center) 
Tuesday, October 28:  Chapter 5 of Sounds

Thursday, October 30: 

Chapter 6 of Poems, Poets, Poetry: Constructing a Self, pp 177-194, including

Auden, “Musée des Beaux Arts”

O’Hara, “Why I Am Not a Painter”

Tuesday, November 4: 

Marvell, “To His Coy Mistress”

Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”

Thursday,  November 6:

Chapter 6 of Poems, Poets, Poetry continued, including

Sexton, “Her Kind” 

Dickinson, “I heard a Fly buzz—when I died—“

Shakespeare, Sonnet 30 (When to the sessions of sweet silent thought)

Tuesday, November 11: Elizabeth Bishop Day: including “At the Fishhouses,” “The Fish,” and “In the Waiting Room” (handout)
Thursday, November 13: Randall Jarrell Day: including “At the Washington Park Zoo,” “Field and Forest,” and “90 North” (handout)
Tuesday, November 18: Review for Exam #2
Thursday, Novembr 20: Second Examination

(Will Read For Food:  Weatherspoon Museum)

Tuesday, November 25: Presentation of Memorized Poems

Thursday, November 27: Thanksgiving Day.

Tuesday, December 2: Presentation of Memorized Poems

Thursday, December 4: Last Day of Class. Presentation of Memorized Poems. 

