Eng. 108-01 Life Writing: Special Topics in Eng/Amer. Lit
Professor: Todd Atchison

Bryan 132 







Email: statchis@uncg.edu

MWF 11-11:50






Office: McIver 114
Fall 2008



Office Hours: MWF10-10:50
(or by appointment)

Office Phone: 334-9846
Mailbox: 3143 HHR
Course Description: 
We will look at texts (short stories, novellas, novels, and films) that have innovative narratives portraying elements of auto-biography. We will examine how lived experience translates in textual reproduction by looking for how writers adapt the faculties of memory and “truth” in representation.  Students will be responsible for quizzes, a midterm, a final exam/paper, and lead discussion on designated days.  All students are required to participate in classroom discussion.     

Learning Goals for English 105
At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:
1. Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature;
2. Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;
3. Use literary study to develop your skills in close reading and clear writing;
4. Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted. 

General Expectations
To understand, practice, and actively engage in the steps of the writing process 
To critically read and analyze academic discourse
To use rhetorical strategies for organizing and developing thesis statements and presentations
To explore individual voice and style in speaking and writing
To write thoughtful responses to articles and prompts
To Learn about the research process, documentation, formatting, and grammar
To actively participate in group collaborations and presentations
Course Materials and Requirements:

Maxine Hong Kingston The Woman Warrior
Sherman Alexie The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven

Kurt Vonnegut Slaughterhouse-Five

Ishmael Beah A long way gone: memoir of a boy soldier

Richard Wright Uncle Tom’s Children

Toni Morrison Beloved

Be prepared for in-class discussion (and yes, I will pop quiz you).

Requirements:
2 exams (50%);

Class participation (40%) consisting of: participating in class discussion (20), quizzes (20);

Presentation: (10%)

Presentation and Leading Class Discussion

Each of you will lead a class discussion on the assigned text within the semester.  You may offer additional background information gained through research consisting of critical reviews, interviews, or a contextual analysis through a psychological/sociological/theoretical approach.  You will be graded on how well you demonstrate critical analysis and presentation of the material, as well as how engaging your questions are to sparking class discussion (and remember to support your fellow classmates). This presentation should be about 8-10 minutes long with questions that should resonate throughout our class meeting. I highly recommend using handouts and multimedia to make your presentation both interesting and informative. 

Essay

You are required to write a 4-5 page critical essay that accompanies your presentation. The essay is due on the day of your presentation. Remember: this is an essay, not a summary or outline or material that is “cut and pasted” from outside sources (this goes for any rough drafts as well).  I also expect documentation of any outside source in MLA format.  This means NO PLAGIARISM! (See below.)  If you don’t know MLA or need help… ASK!  I will post resources on Blackboard that will help.

Classroom Behavior: This course is primarily discussion based. This means that participation is MANDATORY. A lack of participation will significantly affect your grade. Come to all classes prepared to talk about the reading materials. When a majority of the class has not done the reading, class discussion is curtailed and a quiz results. Also, be prepared to give extensive feedback to your fellow students on their writing and on their oral presentations. Class etiquette is extremely important for this course. We will be having several small and large group discussions, as well as presentations. It is extremely rude to carry on another conversation while someone else is talking, whether it is me or one of your classmates. If you can’t possibly pay attention, i.e. texting, reading other material, then you should leave, and I reserve the right to ask students to leave the class at any time (this will be recorded as an absence). 
All electronic equipment should be turned off/silenced.  Laptops may be used in class only by students having a special need for purposes of note-taking or other classroom activities.  Students with such a need should make specific arrangements with me.  No student may use a laptop in class without a prior arrangement.
Have courtesy and respect for yourself, your fellow classmates, and your instructor.  I shall endeavor to earn your respect and hope you will do me the same courtesy by complying with some simple rules: NO SEXUAL HARASSMENT, AND NO PERSECUTION OF ANYONE BASED ON PHYSICAL HANDICAP, RELIGIOUS BELIEF, PERSONAL BELIEF, GENDER, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, OR RACIAL BACKGROUND.  I would also appreciate it if you try not to speak out of turn.  Allow the person speaking to complete their thought before you begin to talk (this not only shows respect, it shows you are listening).  This is not the 13th-grade of high school so conduct yourselves properly.  
Attendance Policy: Because this class is heavily based on in-class discussion, group work, and writing, your attendance is required at every class session.  If I see that you are excessively non-attentive by sleeping, studying/reading material for another class, on IM, texting, etc I will ask that you leave and mark you absent for that class period.  Missing more than two classes will lower your grade by a 1/2 of a letter grade per absence.  Missing more than 5 absences will fail you for the course.  If you are out for a legitimate reason, i.e. a family funeral, or severe sickness, then legitimate documentation is required when you return to class to have these absences excused.  Be on time for class: two tardies (of 5 minutes or more) will count as one absence—leaving early counts as a tardy.  Also, be considerate and do not interrupt a presentation if you are arriving late.
The University Speaking Center:

Hours of operation: Monday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday – Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Friday 9 a.m. to noon.  Call 256-1346 to schedule an appointment.

The Writing Center: The Writing Center is open Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m., Friday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., and Sunday evenings from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  You can call 334-3125 for an appointment, or just drop in.

Plagarism: I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.  Using someone else’s words or ideas as your own on any assignment is plagiarism.  It is a violation of the Academic Integrity Policy as defined in the Student Handbook on-line.  Plagiarism is grounds for failing and being dismissed from the course.  (Check the Academic Integrity policy on-line:  

http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu.)

Special Accommodations: The Americans with Disabilities Act provides for special considerations for individuals with certain disabilities, including learning disabilities.  Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible.  You must first register with the Disabilities office on campus before such accommodations can be made.  Please contact me and/or the office of Disability Services at 334-5440.

Important Dates:

Labor Day break: 9.1
Midterm Exam:  10.10
Last day to drop without academic penalty: 10.17

Fall Break: 10.21-22

T-Giving break: 11.26-28 

Last day of class: 12.8  

Final Exam:  12.15 (8-11)
Weekly Schedule:

8.25 Intro to class, etc.
8.27 No Name Woman (NNW) “No Name Woman”

8.29 NNW “White Tigers”

9.1 Labor Day

9.3 NNW “Shaman”

9.5 NNW “At the Western Palace”

9.8 NNW “A Song for a Barbarian Reed Pipe”
9.10 The Lone Ranger… “Every Little Hurricane” and “A Drug Called Tradition”
9.12 TLR… “Because My Father Always Said He was…” and “The Only Traffic Signal…”
9.15 TLR…. “This Is What It Means to Say Phoenix Arizona,” “Distances” and “Jesus Christ’s 

Half-Brother…”
9.17 TLR… “A Good Story,” and “Imagining the Reservation” 
9.19 TLR… “The Approximate Size of My Favorite Tumor” and “Indian Education”
9.22 TLR… “The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven” and “Witnesses, Secret and Not”
9.24 Slaughterhouse-Five 1-51
9.26 SF 52-86
9.29 SF 87-135

10.1 SF 136-161

10.3 SF 162-181
10.6 SF 182-215

10.8 Midterm Review
10.10 Midterm Exam
10.13 Invisible Children (in class)
10.15 A long way gone 4-36
10.17 A long way gone 37-68
10.20 Fall Break

10.22 A long way gone 69-99
10.24 A long way gone 100-137
10.27 A long way gone 138-178
10.29 A long way gone 179-218
 (10.30 Ishmael Beah at the Aycock Auditorium 7pm)
10.31 Reading TBA
11.3 Uncle Tom’s Children “The Ethics of Living Jim Crow” and “Big Boy Leaves Home”
11.5 UTC “Down by the Riverside”
11.7 Scenes from When the Levees Broke
11.10 UTC “Long Black Song”
11.12 UTC “Fire and Cloud”
11.14 UTC  “Bright and Morning Star”
11.17 Beloved foreword - 51
11.19 Beloved 52-86
11.21 Beloved 87-124
11.24 Beloved 125-173
11.26/28 T-Giving

12.1 Beloved 174-235
12.3 Beloved 236-270
12.5 Beloved 271-324
12.8 Beloved wrap up   Last class

12.15 Final Exam (8-11)

