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World Literature in English: Individuals in/and Community

  Course description: In this class, we will be reading novels, short stories and poems in English by writers from all over the world.   Our special emphasis will be on individuals in/and community.  What does community mean?  How are communities shaped or created?  How does membership in a community or communities affect the growth, development, freedom, needs and desires of individuals?  How can individuals work within communities to change them for better or worse?  These and other pertinent questions will often guide our class discussions and assignments.    

Assigned texts:

Nervous Conditions, Tsitsi Dangarembga

In the Castle of My Skin, George Lamming

Annie John, Jamaica Kincaid

Cracking India, Bapsi Sidhwa

Several articles/short stories/poems on BlackBoard (you will have to print these works and bring them to class on the day they are due for discussion) 

Required Materials:  
1. notebook, novel/story/poem and pen in class every day

2. reading journal (this should be a separate notebook from your “notes” notebook; you will be expected to write in it after every reading assignment)  

3. online and print access (available in library or computer labs on campus)

4. BlackBoard account (http://blackboard.uncg.edu) 

5. Stapler (all papers more than one page in length should be stapled)

Learning Goals:

In this class students will learn to:

· Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts 

· Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing

· Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted



                    
Grades will be calculated as follows:

· Class participation (includes attendance)—15%: Class participation requires active listening, reading, writing and speaking in the classroom as well as visible effort in your group projects and regular on-time attendance at class and conferences.  See attendance and lateness rules below.

· Reading quizzes 15%: I will give reading quizzes once a week, but the days (Tuesday or Thursday) will vary.  Quizzes will typically contain 5 questions about the reading due for that day.  

· Mid-term Exam 20%: In-class essay exam.  Details TBA.

· Reading Journals 15%: You will write 1-2 page journal entries for each reading assignment.  These entries will be graded based on level of detail, critical thinking and issue exploration.  We will talk more about these in class.  

· Analytical Essay 15%: You will write one analytical essay about the texts we read and/or films we watch in class—details TBA.      
· Final Exam 20%: The final exam will likely be a combination of multiple-choice and essay questions.   
Class rules:

Please note that there are absolutely NO exceptions to these rules.  My attendance and lateness policy is non-negotiable.  

· Frequent lateness or absence is unacceptable.  Students who are absent more than three times during the semester will lose a letter grade, without exception.  Students who are absent five times or more will automatically fail the entire course (except in the case of a serious and verifiable emergency). In the case of such emergency, the student is responsible for providing documentation for the absence AND discussing with me whether or not it will be excused.  Attendance at a scheduled conference is just as important as attendance in class, therefore, missing a conference will count as an absence from class. 

· Students who are late five or more times (even if only five minutes) will lose a letter grade.   For the purposes of this class, the classroom clock time will be our guide.  If your cell phone or watch does not match the classroom clock time: SYNCHRONIZE.   

· All assignments for this class must meet the guidelines provided on the assignment sheet.  

· All written assignments for this class must be submitted in hard copy on the day they are due.  If you are absent on a “paper due” day, you must either give the paper to a friend to deliver to my office or give the paper to a classmate to give to me in class.  I do not accept assignments via email; if you email me a paper on the due date, it will be considered late and points will be deducted until you turn in a hard copy the next time you come to class.

· Late papers will lose 1/3 of a letter grade for each class day they are late.  This means that an “A” paper submitted on Thursday when it was due on Tuesday will only earn an “A-“.  

· Plagiarism is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: copying from any previously written work without citing the source, paraphrasing without citing the source, or simply submitting other people’s work as your own.  Plagiarism will result in an “F” for the paper, which will greatly lower your grade in the course, and further disciplinary action may be taken.  For the University policy on plagiarism, go to: http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/  

· Absolutely no cell phones, ipods, gameboys, blackberries, etc. in class.  Ringing cell phones may be confiscated!  
Other Resources: If you have a disability that could affect your performance in this class or for which you need accommodation, please contact me and the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.  

Class Schedule

Please note that this schedule is subject to change throughout the semester.  No changes will be made without at least one class day of prior notice, but those of you who miss class must contact me about assignment changes.  

	Date
	In-Class
	Assignments Due

	8/26/08
	Introduction and Syllabus review
	

	8/28/08
	Introduction to Literary Analysis
	

	9/2/08
	Discuss Wainaina’s “How to Write about Africa” and Appiah’s “The Shattered Mirror”
	

	9/4/08
	Discuss Nervous Conditions, Chapters 1-3
	

	9/9/08
	Nervous Conditions, Chapters 4-5
	

	9/11/08
	Nervous Conditions, Chapters 6-7
	

	9/16/08
	Finish Nervous Conditions (including interview!)
	

	9/18/08
	Discuss Kincaid’s “A Small Place” and Lamming’s “The Occasion for Speaking”
	

	9/23/08
	Discuss Annie John, Chapters 1-3
	

	9/25/08
	Annie John, Chapters 4-6
	

	9/30/08
	Finish Annie John
	Reading journals due

	10/1 ***
	Black Girl screening (details TBA)
	If you cannot attend this screening, you must watch the film on your own and be ready to discuss on 10/2

	10/2/08
	Discuss Black Girl and In the Castle of My Skin, 

chapters 1-4
	

	10/7/08
	In the Castle of My Skin, Chapters 5-6
	3-5page analytical essay due

	10/9/08
	In the Castle of My Skin, Chapters 7-11
	

	10/14/08
	Finish In the Castle of My Skin
	

	10/16/08
	MID-TERM EXAM
	

	10/21/08
	NO CLASS: FALL BREAK
	

	10/23/08
	Cracking India, Chapters 1-6
	

	10/28/08
	Cracking India, Chapters 7-12
	Reading Journals due

	10/30/08
	Cracking India, Chapters 13-22
	

	11/4/08
	Cracking India, Chapters 23-27
	

	11/6/08
	Finish Cracking India
	

	11/11/08
	Earth (the movie version of Cracking India)
	

	11/13/08
	Finish Earth 
	

	11/18/08
	Discuss Earth and Tagore stories (TBA)
	

	11/20/08
	Finish Tagore stories
	

	11/27/08
	NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	

	12/2/08
	Final Review
	

	12/4/08
	Final Review
	

	12/11/08
	FINAL EXAM 3:30-6:30 PM
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