 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1English 211-03
Major British Authors: Medieval to Neoclassical 

Fall 2008

Dr. James Evans

Office: 3107 Moore Hall for Humanities; phone: 334-3282; 
e-mail: james_evans@uncg.edu; 
office hours, Tuesday, 2:30-3:30; Wednesday, 1:45-2:45; Thursday, 10:15-11:15
Catalog Description:  Major poets, dramatists, satirists read within the context of their times:  Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton, Pope, Swift, and others.

Student Learning Goals: After completion of this course you should be able to: 

—read early British texts with careful attention and recognize literary techniques in them;

—understand better how authors and their readers create meaning in these texts; 

—understand early British literature in terms of major periods and authors;

—recognize genres of this literature such as epic, lyric, tragedy, comedy, and satire; 

—understand better the relationship of this literature to historical and cultural issues;

—demonstrate ability to write clearly and effectively about this literature. 

Textbooks:
Norton Anthology of English Literature, Major Authors, Vol. A, 



8th edition



Shakespeare, Much Ado About Nothing (Pelican)



Shakespeare, Othello (Pelican)

Assignments for Class Discussion

Part 1.  Middle Ages: The Fourteenth Century 

Chaucer, “General Prologue” to The Canterbury Tales (ll. 1-362, 447-543, 625-811): August 28, September 2

Chaucer, “Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale” from The Canterbury Tales: (ll. 1-328,


509-1270); selections from Book of Margery Kempe:  September 4, 9
Anon., Sir Gawain and the Green Knight: September 11, 16

First Exam:  September 18
Part 2.  Early Modern Period: Late Sixteenth & Early Seventeenth Century


Sidney, Astrophil and Stella (1, 31, 71); Spenser, Amoretti (1, 34, 64, 75); Wroth, Pamphilia to Amphilanthus (16, 68): September 23

Shakespeare, Sonnets, 3, 18, 29, 60, 73, 116, 129, 130, 138 :  September 25

Shakespeare, Much Ado About Nothing:  September 30, October 2

Shakespeare, Othello:  October 7, 9, 14

Donne, "The Sun Rising," “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning," “The Ecstasy,” “To His Mistress Going to Bed”:  October 16

Donne, Holy Sonnets, 5, 10, 14; Herbert, “Redemption,” “Easter Wings,” “Jordan (1),” 


“Love (3)”:  October 23

Second Exam: October 28

Part 3.  Late Seventeenth Century and Early Eighteenth Century
Milton, Paradise Lost, Book 1, ll. 1-375: October 30

Paradise Lost, Book 2, ll. 1-42, 417-85, 629-897:  November 4

Paradise Lost, Book 4, ll. 1-504, 610-775: November 6

Paradise Lost, Book 9, ll. 192-392, 494-1189; Lanyer, “Eve’s Apology in Defense of Women”: November 11

Behn, Oroonoko; Equiano, selections from The Interesting Narrative:  November 13, 18

Pope, The Rape of the Lock; Behn, “The Disappointment”; Montagu, “The Lover: A Ballad”:  November 20, 25
Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Parts 1 and 2: December 2, 4
Third Exam:  December 11 

Exams: You will have three exams during the semester.  A major part of each will be identifying and discussing quotations.  Each exam will also include other short answer questions about the reading.
Writing project: Over the course of the semester you will write a multi-part essay (about 10 pages in total) on one of two topics – the hero or the transgressive woman.  You will receive specific instructions later.
Course policies 


I will treat you and your ideas with respect, and I expect each of you to treat the rest of us similarly.  I expect your regular attendance and your timely reading of assignments, and invite your participation in discussion.


Attendance means more than physical presence; I expect you to be attentive and involved, not multitasking or mentally absent.  After you miss the class three times, your course grade will be reduced for each additional absence (from A to A- to B+, for example).  Please turn off your cell phones before coming to class.  You will be responsible for signing a class attendance sheet each day.


I expect you to arrive on time and to remain for the full 75 minutes; if you arrive after the attendance sheet has been signed, you should inform me after class.  If you are late more than once or twice during the semester, subsequent tardies will count as absences. 

Academic Integrity Policy:  You should be familiar with this, especially as it concerns cheating, plagiarism, and appropriate penalties.  I expect you to include and sign the policy statement on quizzes and essays.  If you cheat or plagiarize, you will receive a grade of F on the assignment.  Forging a signature on the attendance sheet will result in a one-grade reduction in your course grade and that of the person whose signature you forged.

Grade: exams, 75%; writing project, 25%.
