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Course Description

This course provides a survey of Romantic, Victorian, and Modern British literature. Readings have been selected with an eye to representing the major genres, styles, and cultural/historical concerns of the period. Questions we will ask as we read: What is good literature? What is the function of good literature? What is a national literature? What is British about British literature? How and why do our answers to these questions change as we move from the Romantic Period to the Victorian to the Modern?

Course Objectives

1) study of 19th and early 20th-century British literature within historical, social, and cultural contexts

2) examination of literary and aesthetic theories

3) application of literary analysis to literature

4) identification and discussion of selected characteristics of literature

5) development of close reading, critical thinking, research, and writing skills

Required Texts

The Broadview Anthology of British Literature. Concise Edition. Vol. B.

Students are expected to own and use a grammar handbook.

Course Requirements and Grading

	3 Exams
	20%, 20%, 20%

	1 1-Page, Single-Spaced Papers
	20%

	Participation
	20%


Course Policies

The format of the class will be a mixture of lecture, discussion, and group work with an emphasis on student discussion. Students will come to class having completed the assigned readings and prepared to actively participate. Please read through the following class policies carefully:

· Attendance is mandatory. Absences dramatically affect your participation grade. Students absent for more than 4 classes for any reason will be dropped.

· Late papers will not be accepted unless prior permission from the instructor has been given.

· Tardiness is unacceptable and will dramatically affect your participation grade.

· All assignments are mandatory in order to pass this course.

· Students and instructors are expected to treat each other with respect and courtesy in the classroom.

· Students will adhere to the University Academic Honor Policy.

Class Schedule

The Romantic Period
T 8/25:
Lecture: Romanticism and Wordsworth’s “Preface to Lyrical Ballads”
R 8/27:
Blake—Songs of Innocence (42-45)
T 9/2:
Blake—Songs of Experience (46-50)

R 9/4:
Wordsworth—“We Are Seven,” “Lines Written in Early Spring (113-14), “Lines Written a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey” (119-21), “Nutting” (131-32), “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud (145)

T 9/9:
Coleridge—from “the Rime of Ancyent Marinere, in Seven Parts,” “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” (181-92),

R 911:
Coleridge—“The Eolian Harp” (177), “Dejection: An Ode” (203-205), “Kubla Khan” (206-07)

T 9/16:
Misc.—“The Abolition of Slavery” (290-305)

R 9/18:
Lecture: The Sublime


Shelley—“Mont Blanc” (381-83), “Mutability” (399), from “A Defence of Poetry” (402-10)

T 9/23:
Keats—“La Belle Dame sans Merci” (438), “Incipit Altera Sonneta” (439-40), “Ode to a Nightingale,” “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (441-43)

R 9/25:
Exam #1
The Victorian Period
T 9/30:
Lecture: The Victorians


Carlyle—from Past and Present (551-69)

R 10/2:
Tennyson—“The Lady of Shalott” (640-42), “Ulysses” (645-46)
T 10/7:
R. Browning—“Porphyria’s Lover,” “Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister” (711-13), “Andrea del Sarto” (730-33)

R 10/9:
Arnold—“Dover Beach” (785), from The Function of Criticism at the Present Time (786-94)

T 10/14:
Lecture: The Pre-Raphaelites


D. Rossetti—“The Blessed Damozel” (797-99)

R 10/16:
C. Rossetti—“Goblin Market” (810-17)


Paper Due

T 10/21:
Fall Break / Classes Dismissed
R 10/23:
Misc.—“The Place of Women in Society” (603-20)

T 10/28:
E. B. Browning—from Sonnets from the Portuguese (630-31), Sonnet 32 (BlackBoard)

R 10/30:
Exam #2
The Modern Period
T 11/4:
Lecture: Modernism


Wilde—“Preface to The Picture of Dorian Gray” (902), from “Transcripts of the First Wilde Trial” (938-45)

R 11/6:
Eliot—“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (1316-19)

T 11/11:
Misc.—“War and Revolution” (1120-39)
R 11/13:
Sassoon—“They,” “Glory of Women,” “Everyone Sang” (1114)


Owen—“Arms and the Boy,” “Dulce et Decorum Est,” “Anthem for Doomed Youth,” “Strange Meeting,” “Futility” (1118-19)

T 11/18:
Lecture: Leda Through the Ages


Yeats— Leda and the Swan” (1154-55)

R 11/20:
Yeats—“The Lake Isle of Innisfree,” “When You Are Old” (1142), “Easter 1916” (1144-45), “Sailing to Byzantium” (1156), “Crazy Jane Talks with the Bishop,” “Lapis Lazuli” (1162-63)

T 11/25:
Woolf—from A Room of One’s Own (1187-1209)

R 11/27:
Thanksgiving Holiday / Classes Dismissed
T 12/2:
Joyce—from Ulysses (1248-70)
R 12/4:
Exam #3






