English 251-02: Major American Authors, Colonial to Romantic
Fall 2008

MW 2:00-3:15; GRAM 212

Instructor: Deidre Hall

Office: MHRA 3210-A

Email: ddhall2@uncg.edu (preferred method of contact)

Office phone: 4-5867

Office hours: M 3:30-4:30 and by appointment
Course Description

Who counts as a “major American author”?  Does it mean writers whose work strikes us as timeless or those whose work is deeply concerned with the social issues of the time in which they wrote?  Looking at well-known and lesser-known writers, we will explore how they participated in public discussions and debates.  For example, how do they depict the colonies and new nation in relation to European empires and international trade networks?  How do they address the cycles of exchange and warfare between settlers and Native peoples?  How do they comment on the development of extensive systems of indentured servitude and enslavement?  How do they think about the scope and rights of citizenship in the new nation?  In this course, we will explore these topics and others in a range of different kinds of writings from the time of European exploration to the 1860s, including essays, travel narratives, poetry, autobiography, slave narratives, and novels.  Reading a wide variety of authors, we will consider the rich, complex, and captivating ways they approach the social dynamics of their time.  
Learning Goals
Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:

· Identify the varied characteristics of this period’s literature

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to various genres

· Use literary study to develop skills for careful reading and clear writing

· Demonstrate understanding of the social and historical contexts surrounding literary production

Required texts
In addition to the following required texts, available in the University Bookstore, you will need access to Blackboard and to UNCG email.

Lauter, et al. The Heath Anthology of American Literature. 5th ed., Vols. A and B. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006. (ISBNs 0-618-53297-8 and 0-618-53298-6)

Evaluation
Your final grade breaks down this way:

· 60%
3 in-class exams, consisting of a set of identifications and an essay, at 20%
 

each
· 20%
research paper of approximately 2000 words
· 15%
class participation
· 5%

short presentation opening class discussion 
My Expectations

Attendance 

Regular attendance is essential to your success in this class. Please arrive on time: two tardies constitute one absence. Three unexcused absences will lower your final grade by ten points; four unexcused absences will lower your final grade by twenty points. Five unexcused absences will result in failure of the course. However, I am aware that special situations (serious illness, family emergency, etc.) may arise; please keep me informed, in advance if possible, of such situations. I may ask you to provide documentation in order to excuse certain absences or to offer makeup exams. If you are absent, you will need to check Blackboard for any announcements and to obtain notes from a classmate. I will answer your questions regarding missed classes after you have reviewed the notes, etc. 

Participation and Preparation

This course demands not only your regular attendance but also your active participation. Please complete all assigned readings prior to class (see attached course schedule). As you read, begin to think critically about how each text speaks to previous readings and what new ideas it raises, as well as about its formal characteristics. At the beginning of each period, I will call upon someone at random to start our discussion—this is the “short presentation” part of your final grade. You will need to come to class each day ready to draw our attention to at least two passages that you find interesting or problematic and to pose at least two questions to the class. I certainly don’t expect you to have all the answers to these questions—we’ll work through them together as a class. Even if you are not “presenting,” I expect you to contribute to almost every class discussion.

Academic Integrity
I expect students to comply with the Academic Integrity Policy (http://academicintegrity. uncg.edu) and to document written work in MLA style (http://www.uncg.edu/eng/ writingcenter/pdfs/USING_MLA.pdf). Both the Academic Integrity Policy and MLA citation guidelines are printed in the back of your Student Handbook as well. Presenting someone else’s ideas or words as your own on any assignment is plagiarism. It is a violation of the Policy and will be prosecuted as such. Furthermore, inadequately or improperly documented research papers or writing assignments will receive a zero.  Ultimately, if in doubt, ask me…  

 Disability Services

If you need accommodation for a disability that could affect your performance in this class, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.
Helpful Hints

Use The Writing Center

The instructors in the Writing Center, located in 3211 MHRA, offer one-on-one help with any writing assignment for any class. I encourage you to use this great (free!) resource. See the Writing Center website (www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter) for hours and info. The Writing Center notifies me when my students visit, and I give those students extra credit (added to participation grade).

Talk to Me

Feel free to drop by office hours or make an appointment to see me about any questions or concerns.

Course Schedule

	Date
	Readings and assignments: Please complete the assigned readings before each class meeting; in addition, always read section and author introductions


	8/25
	First Contacts

Two accounts of creation

	8/27
	Galle, after Jan van der Straet, “America”; Columbus, from Journal of the First Voyage to America, 1492-1493; Yuchi, “Creation of the Whites”; Handsome Lake, “How America Was Discovered”; Smith, “A Description of New England,” Chapter 2 from “The Generall Historie….” 

	9/1
	Labor Day—no class

	9/3
	Colonial Voices

Bradstreet, “The Prologue,” “The Author to Her Book,” “A Letter to Her Husband….,” “On My Dear Grandchild….,” “Upon the Burning of Our House”; Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, “48, In Reply to a Gentleman from Peru….”;

Rowlandson, all; from The New England Primer

	9/8
	American Enlightenment 

Crèvecoeur, Letters II, III, V, IX; Jefferson, from “Query XI, Aborigines, Original Condition and Origin,” from “Query XVIII, Manners…Effects of Slavery”; Franklin, “Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America”

	9/10
	Woolman, “Some Considerations on the Keeping of Negroes”; Wheatley, “On Being Brought from Africa….,” “To His Excellency….,” “Liberty and Peace”

	9/15
	Reforming America

Sedgwick, selections from Hope Leslie; Sigourney, “Indian Names”; Apess, “An Indian’s Looking-Glass for the White Man”

	9/17
	Murray, “On the Equality of the Sexes”; Sigourney, “To a Shred of Linen”

	9/22
	First Exam

	9/24
	Romanticism and Sentimentalism
Sigourney, “Death of an Infant,” “Niagara,”; Bryant, “The Prairies”; Harper, “The Slave Mother”; Native American oral poetry, “The Singer’s Art,” “Like Flowers Continually Perishing,” “Widow’s Song,” “Woman’s Divorce Dance Song,” “Song of War (Two Shields),” “Song of War (Victoria)” 

	9/29
	Poe, “The Raven,” “Annabel Lee”; P. Cary, “Samuel Brown”; A. Cary, “The Sea-Side Cave”

	10/1
	American Renaissance

Emerson, “Self-Reliance,” “The American Scholar”

	10/6
	Thoreau, “Resistance to Civil Government,” from Walden, “Where I Lived and What I Lived For”; Melville, “The Portent” 

	10/8
	Melville, Benito Cereno

	10/13
	Benito Cereno, con’t

	10/15
	Whitman, from Leaves of Grass, “Preface,” “Song of Myself”

	10/20
	Fall Break—no class

	10/22
	Whitman, “A Woman Waits for Me,” “Vigil Strange I Kept on the Field One Night,” “As I Lay with My Head in Your Lap Camerado,” “So Long,” “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry”

	10/27
	Political Romanticism

Truth, all; Lincoln, all; Child, from Appeal in Favor of that Class of Americans Called Africans, Letters from New York #14 and #34

	10/29
	Second exam

	11/3
	The Other American Renaissance
Jacobs, from Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl

Paper proposal due in class

	11/5
	Stowe, from Uncle Tom’s Cabin; Hentz, from The Planter’s Northern Bride; Grimké, from Appeal to the Christian Women of the South

	11/10
	Stanton, “Declaration of Sentiments”; Fuller, from Woman in the Nineteenth Century; Fern, all; Cary, “Uncle Christopher’s”

	11/12
	Dickinson, Poems # 67, 249, 258, 288, 303, 308, 311, 324, 341, 435, 441, 657, 670

	11/17
	Dickinson, Poems # 709, 712, 732, 754, 986, 1129, 1545; Letters to Susan Gilbert Dickinson and T.W. Higginson 

	11/19
	Romanticism Re-envisioned

Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter

	11/24
	Scarlet Letter, con’t

	11/26
	Thanksgiving Break—no class 

	12/1
	Makeup day

	12/3
	Wrap-up and course evaluations

Final papers due in class

	12/8
	Third exam

	12/15
	Final exam period—class meets at 12 noon

	
	


