  Major American Authors, Realist to Modern (252.03)
Fall 2008, TTH 12:30 pm - 1:45 pm, Petty Bldg. 219
Professor Anthony Cuda
Office: HHRA 3311
Office hours: Thursdays, 2:00 PM to 4:00PM and by appointment 
Email hours: see course policies  
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Course description and Goals
This course is an introduction to some of the most influential American writers from mid-nineteenth century to the 1950s. It aims to encompass a chronological range of literature while devoting ample time to selected individual authors. In our reading and writing, we will ask questions about the characteristics that distinguish American literature from literature written in England and elsewhere; study the major issues and debates of the period, as well as the various literary movements and schools that galvanized around them; and address the specific questions associated with literature as an art form and field of study. By the end of the semester, students will be able to (1) identify the unique style of each of the authors whom we will study, (2) write succinctly about those writers’ styles and thematic concerns, and (3) consider the broader issues, aims, and cultural contexts of American literature in the late nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries. 
Required Texts
Each student must own the following texts. Texts are all available at the UNCG Bookstore. If you obtain them elsewhere, please be sure to purchase the same editions. If you have not obtained the texts by September 9th, your attendance grade will be penalized each day until you do. 
Norton Anthology of American Literature, Vol. C, D, and E (6th Edition), Ed. Nina Baym. 
Whitman, Walt. Leaves of Grass: First and “Death-Bed” Editions (Barnes & Noble Classics) 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo. Essays and Poems (Barnes & Noble Classics) 

Eliot, T. S. The Waste Land (A Norton Critical Edition) 
James, Henry. The Turn of the Screw (A Norton Critical Edition) 
On-line Texts
At various points throughout the semester I will assign readings that will be posted as PDF files on our class Blackboard site. These readings must be downloaded, printed, and brought to class; they may differ from those listed on the syllabus, so check blackboard for updates if you have missed class. 

General Requirements (and grade distributions) 
One mid-term examination



20%
One final examination (cumulative)


40%
“Notes” on style (weekly) 



15%



 
Reading Quizzes (5 or more)



15%
Attendance (+minor assignments) 


10% 

Class Goals 

Pedagogical goals for this class fall into three categories of humanistic and literary study: 
(1) Structural or Formal: Recognize the difference between content and form in a literary text. 
Account for formal attributes in terms of literary devices including metaphor, imagery, sequencing and the like. Distinguish between art and other modes of discourse. 
(2) Literary Historical: Become familiar enough with each author to give a brief account of his or 
her characteristic ideas and style in a few sentences. Become deeply informed about several 
primary texts with which one can associate an author’s name and achievement. Distinguish between the various literary schools and movements in American literature from 1860 to the present. Think about literary history in critical terms. 

(3) Intellectual: Read literary texts with an eye toward broader questions of intellectual importance 
and urgency.  Understand philosophical questions that motivate literary movements and styles. Study the workings of a literary text in a way that enriches and enhances one’s enjoyment of the work. 
Specific Requirements
Examinations: Exams will consist of three sorts of questions: identification, multiple-choice, and short answer. Identification questions involve identifying the author and title of a given passage, though they may also require a short explication of the passage indicating its style, precedents, and place in the literary tradition. Multiple choice questions involve recalling and often synthesizing materials from readings and class discussion. Short answer questions will ask you to respond to a brief, specific question at a certain length. Short answer questions may address literary periods and movements, stylistic devices, terminology, and the like. 

 Please note: 
(1) You may use a list of authors and titles to help with the identification segment of the exam, but you are entirely responsible for preparation of the list, which is subject to my examination and approval.  
(2) You must bring a blue book with you to class on the day of the examination, and you

must answer exam questions in numerical order. 
“Notes” on style: On Thursday of each week, each student will submit (in hard-copy only, no email) a brief note of 125-200 words that addresses a stylistic element of the text under discussion in class. Though we may vary the required format later in the semester, initially the notes must be modeled upon the pattern provided by the professor in the first week of class. No electronic submissions will be accepted, nor will make-up submissions count for a grade, though you may submit them for evaluation. 
Reading Quizzes: There will be five or more quizzes over the course of the semester. They will be unannounced and will consist of two to four short questions, all readily answerable after having read and thought about the assigned material for that class period. No make-up quizzes will be administered. 
Course Policies and Guidelines: 
Email Policy: Please note that all email messages to me must contain in the subject line (1) your last name and (2) the course number. Messages without the proper subject heading are not likely to receive responses. To assure you of a dependable response-time, I will hold email hours on Monday and Friday at 11:00 a.m., during which I will review and respond to each message sent to me before that time. I do not accept essays or examinations via email. 
Grading Policy:  Each examination will be graded on a scale from A to F. I determine examination grades by evaluating (1) the accuracy of your responses to questions involving factual information, (2) the breadth of course material that you address, (3) and the clarity and awareness with which you write about that material in your responses to short answer questions. 

Participation Policy: Please arrive to class on time and prepared for discussion with notes and questions. Frequent tardiness will affect your participation grade adversely. Students are welcome to speak with me at any point during the semester about the status of their participation grade and what they can do to improve it. Also, students are encouraged to meet with me in order to offer feedback on class discussion if they find that they are unable to participate as much as they would like.
Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory and counts for 10% of your grade. Not bringing the text to class will affect your attendance grade negatively. Excused absences must not exceed two; an excused absence is one of which I have been advised ahead of time either by written note or email. Missing 5 or more classes will result in an “F” for the course. 

UNCG Academic Integrity Policy: First responsibility for academic integrity lies with individual students and faculty members of the UNCG community. A violation of academic integrity is an act harmful to all other students, faculty and, ultimately, the entire community. Specific information on the Academic Integrity Policy and obligations of faculty and students may be found online at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu. 
Office Hours: I welcome students to meet with me during office hours or, if they are unable to meet during that time, to contact me so that we can schedule an alternate time convenient to us both. Please be sure to read the “email policy”(above) when requesting a meeting via email. 
Student Counseling Center: If you have difficulty meeting the demands of this or any class because of personal or family problems, anxiety, or any other emotional distress, please contact the Student Counseling and Testing Center: (336) 334-5874. http://studenthealth.uncg.edu/ctc/. 
Important notice regarding disability: UNCG seeks to comply fully with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Students requesting accommodations based on a disability must be registered with the Office of Disability Services located at 215 EUC. See: www.uncg.edu/ods
Schedule of Readings

If no text is specified, readings are found in the Norton Anthology of American Literature, Vol. C or D. 

	Date 
	 
	Assignment
	Focus Items

	 
	 
	 
	 

	26-Aug
	T
	Introduction
	 

	28-Aug
	TH
	Romanticism and Ralph Waldo Emerson
	(1) "Nature," in Essays and Poems (B&N) (2) William Wordsworth, "Preface to Lyrical Ballads" [on-line at www.bartleby.com/39/36.html or search for title] (2) "Romanticism" entry, Columbia Encyclopedia [http://www.bartleby.com/65/ro/romantic.html] 

	2-Sep
	T
	Emerson, Ralph Waldo
	"The American Scholar," Essays and Poems (B&N) 

	4-Sep
	TH
	Emerson, Ralph Waldo
	"An Address," "Self-Reliance," Essays and Poems (B&N) 

	9-Sep
	T
	Whitman, Walt
	"Beginning my Studies"; Leaves of Grass ["Song of Myself"]

	11-Sep
	TH
	Whitman, Walt
	Leaves of Grass ["Song of Myself"]; Letter to Emerson

	16-Sep
	T
	Whitman, Walt
	"When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd"

	18-Sep
	TH
	Dickinson, Emily (all) 
	"The Soul Selects Her own Society" 

	23-Sep
	T
	Dickinson, Emily
	"I heard a Fly Buzz when I died," "Because I could not Stop for Death" 

	25-Sep
	TH
	Dickinson, Emily
	"There's a Certain Slant of Light," "A Narrow Fellow in the Grass," "A Bird, came down the Walk" 

	30-Sep
	T
	Dickinson, Emily
	The Dickinson Fascicles (In-class Handouts)

	2-Oct
	TH
	Perkins-Gilman, Charlotte
	"The Yellow Wall-Paper"

	7-Oct
	T
	Perkins-Gilman, Charlotte 
	"The Yellow Wall-Paper"; "Why I wrote the Yellow Wall-Paper"

	9-Oct
	TH
	Perkins-Gilman, Charlotte 
	"The Yellow Wall-Paper"

	14-Oct
	T
	Review
	 

	16-Oct
	TH
	Mid-Term Exam 
	 

	21-Oct
	T
	Fall Break
	 

	23-Oct
	TH
	James, Henry 
	The Turn of the Screw (Norton Critical Edition) 

	28-Oct
	T
	James, Henry 
	The Turn of the Screw, "The Art of Fiction"  

	30-Oct
	TH
	James, Henry 
	The Turn of the Screw (+ critical readings) 

	4-Nov
	T
	Frost, Robert
	"Into My Own," "The Road Not Taken" 

	6-Nov
	TH
	Frost, Robert
	"The Tuft of Flowers," "The Oven Bird" 

	11-Nov
	T
	Eliot, T. S. 
	The Waste Land (Norton Critical Edition)

	13-Nov
	TH
	Eliot, T. S. 
	The Waste Land

	18-Nov
	T
	Eliot, T. S. 
	The Waste Land

	20-Nov
	TH
	Stevens, Wallace (all)
	"The Snow Man," "Disillusionment at Ten O’clock"

	25-Nov
	T
	Stevens, Wallace
	"Sunday Morning" 

	27-Nov
	TH
	Thanksgiving Holiday
	 

	2-Dec
	T
	Hemingway, Ernest
	"The Snows of Kilimanjaro"

	4-Dec
	TH
	Hemingway, Ernest
	"The Snows of Kilimanjaro"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	9-Dec
	T
	Reading Day
	 

	11-Dec
	TH
	Final Exam: 12 - 3:00pm
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