ENGLISH 321-01: Linguistics for Teachers

Fall 2008
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:30-1:45 pm, in MHRA 1305
Nancy Myers







Office: MHRA 3328
Phone: 336-334-3974






Office Hours: T & Th 11-12
Mailbox: MHRA 3114





or by appointment
E-mail: nancymyers@uncg.edu






“There are deeply rooted connections between personality, learning, and language, and what touches one touches all.” 




Mike Torbe and Peter Medway 

“I have the words already.  What I am seeking is the perfect order of words in the sentence.  You can see for yourself how many different ways they might be arranged.”

James Joyce

“What I know about grammar is its infinite power.  To shift the structure of a sentence alters the meaning of that sentence, as definitely and inflexibly as the position of a camera alters the meaning of the object photographed.  Many people know about camera angles now, but not so many know about sentences.”  




Joan Didion 

Focus  

This course is about language, language use, and theories and applications of language study in the classroom. Across the semester we explore the interrelationships of language and contexts, examining such issues related to language and language learning as dialects, multilingualism, gender, language standards and conventions (correctness/error), language variations/varieties, technology and language, oral/literate traditions, direct/indirect speech acts, etc. We talk about the history of the English language and methods of teaching language and grammar. We examine definitions of language, communication, discourse, and literacy and the political ideologies implicated in those definitions. We investigate language structures and systems, including an understanding and application of phonology, morphology, and syntax as well as a review of school grammar. 
Texts to Purchase (Even new, these two books together should cost no more than $50.)
Edward P.J. Corbett & Sheryl L. Finkle. The Little English Handbook, 8th ed. Longman Classics in 
Composition Series. Longman/Pearson, 2008. 
Elizabeth Grace Winkler. Understanding Language. Continuum, 2007.

Ereserve available through our Blackboard Course (alphabetized by title in Blackboard)
Students’ Right to Their Own Language.  CCCC Language Statement.  NCTE 1974

C. H. Knoblauch’s “Literacy and the Politics of Education” in The Right to Literacy
Nigel Hall’s “The Discovery of Emergent Literacy” in The Emergence of Literacy 

Constance Weaver's "Learning Theory and the Teaching of Grammar" in Teaching Grammar in Context
Constance Weaver’s “Reconceptualizing the Teaching of Grammar” in Teaching Grammar in Context
Dennis Baron’s “Guide to Home Language Repair” in Guide to Home Language Repair
Dennis Baron’s “The Copy Shop” in Guide to Home Language Repair
Brock Haussamen’s “An Overview of Linguistic Grammar” in Grammar Alive! 
In addition, there are numerous Word and PDF attachments in our Blackboard course that you may choose to view online by saving to your UNCG server space or to a jump drive or that you may print out (or both). They are the following:

CMP: Course Materials Packet (in Blackboard under Course Documents in folder “CMP”)

Part 1: Literacy, Learning Styles, Semiotics, p. 1-14

Part 2: Descriptive Linguistics, Phonology, Morphology, Syntax, and Dialects, p. 15-29

Part 3: Grammar, Grammatical Categories, Patterns, and Structures, p. 30-46

Part 4: Teaching Grammar, Strategies, Activities, and Teacher Resources, p. 47-64

Part 5: History of the English Language, p. 65-74
Grammar Outlines for Tuesday Grammar Sessions (in Blackboard under Course Documents in folder “Grammar Outlines”)

1. Word Classes, 2 September
2. Verbs and Verb Structures, 9 September
3. 7 Basic Clause Patterns, 16 September
4. Prepositional Phrases, 23 September
5. 6 Types of Phrases, 7 October
6. Clause and Sentence Types, 14 October
7. Grammar Issues in Formal Writing, 23 October
Organizational Strategies

We will meet in a computer lab because so much of our work will be supported by Blackboard. I believe that as preservice teachers, we need lots of experience communicating in multiple forms—oral, written, imagistic, sign, and electronic. To support your various responsibilities and communication formats in this course, I suggest the following tools: You will need jump drive that is formatted for a PC and create in it a folder reserved solely for your work and materials for this course. Or you may send documents through email to yourself or use your network space to save to, but however you save your class notes and materials, you will need quick access to them for each class period. You may want to obtain a large 2-3” three-ring binder to collect and arrange your work, course materials, and presentation handouts. The Course Materials Packet (74 pages) will be used daily throughout the course so you may want to print it out. By compiling the materials for this course and your work both in an organized electronic folder and in a three-ring binder, you will have your work easily available for each class period and will have a ready reference on linguistics and language instruction as well as English grammar materials to take with you to your classrooms. Moreover, each Tuesday, we will have a grammar session (30-40 minutes). I suggest that you keep these grammar notes and materials in a separate electronic subfolder and separate section of your three-ring binder to better help you prepare for the exams.
Attendance and Preparedness
This course is interactive which means you will be participating in each class session through oral, written, and electronic discussions and activities. I assume you will attend class regularly, but you have five absences for illness, car trouble, emergencies and the like. This means that there is no distinction between an “excused” and an “unexcused” absence; every absence counts. Also, these absences start the first day of class, not after the add-drop period. More than five absences lowers your course grade by an entire letter, so if your course grade averages out to a “B,” but you have more than five absences, you will receive a “C.”  Be prepared to enter into the discussion in one form or another. If assignments/projects are due and you are not prepared, I will consider you absent. Any student who presents as his or her own work the efforts of another without precise acknowledgment is guilty of plagiarism. 

Graded Work for This Course

Reading and Learning Responses







25%
Exam #1










25%

Exam #2










25%

Group Lesson Plan and Demonstration on Computers and Language


25%

Overview of Assignments (all are explained in detail in Blackboard under Assignments)
The purposes of the Reading and Learning Responses (RLR) are 

1. to interact in writing with the reading assignments,

2. to reflect on language, its use/misuse/reuse,

3. to explore the relationship of language use across various contexts and within educational, 
    political, cultural, social, and personal realms,

4. to interact with other students’ opinions and ideas through Blackboard.

During the content portion of the semester you will have two exams that test your knowledge of the readings, lectures, and class discussions. In Blackboard under Assignments, the exams are explained and the content for each listed. In addition, 2-3 exam preparation sessions will be offered for each.
In small groups, you will do one teaching demonstration in which you use Blackboard to generate and teach a language lesson appropriate for K-12 students. You will be grouped by future teaching interests and will design a language lesson on the computer that all of us will experience.  

Advice and Aid

· You are welcome to discuss your assignments with me during office hours or by appointment.

· I will be offering 2-3 exam review/study sessions before each exam; you may want to try to attend one of them.

· The Writing Center offers one-to-one conferences with trained consultants. Located in MHRA 3211, the Writing Center is open days and evenings, including Sunday. You can drop in or make an appointment by phoning 334-3125.

· The Speaking Center offers one-to-one tutoring, videotaping, planning and presentation support. Located in MHRA 3211, the Speaking Center is open days (M-F) and some evenings. You can make an appointment by phoning 256-1346.

· Computer labs are available across campus: they offer Microsoft Word word-processing software, and they provide access to your e-mail account, Blackboard, and the Internet.

Learning Goals

Through the readings, assignments, and class activities in this course, you will 

A. investigate language structure and systems, including an understanding and application of phonology, morphology, and syntax 

B. examine definitions of language, communication, and literacy and the political ideologies implicated in those definitions,

C. learn about the history of the English language and its dialects,

D. participate in electronic discussions on language and education issues discussed in class

E. analyze language difference in specific cultural contexts and make decisions about the appropriate uses of standard and nonstandard usage with specific educational contexts, 

F. communicate your knowledge, thinking, and language-teaching plans in writing, in speaking, and in other visual and electronic forms, 

G. apply the NC Standard Course of Study for language arts and technology by developing a lesson plan, meeting several of the ISTE National Educational Technology Standards for Teachers, 
H. work to integrate the language arts curriculum (composition/communication, literature, and language/grammar) as a means to teach language/grammar. 

ENGLISH 321-01: Linguistics for Teachers 

Schedule for Fall 2008 (Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:30-1:45 pm)
Final Time is Thursday, 11 December, from 12-3

Class meets in Computer Lab MHRA 1305
Note: Reading assignments are for date listed, so do the reading BEFORE class. See Reading and Learning Response (RLR) Directions for dates and requirements (attached and in Blackboard).
UL = Understanding Language by page #
         ER = Ereserve readings in our Blackboard course by title
LEH = The Little English Handbook by section #
     CMP = Course Materials Packet by page #


Readings in parentheses refer to grammar session materials and supplement the grammar outlines. 

Date


Topic/Focus





Readings/Papers

RLR
A   26  T
When Did You Learn Grammar?





      28  Th
Rules versus Conventions  


ER “Guide to Home,” CMP 4-5

# 1


S     2  T
Language Play




UL 152-170 (ER “Overview of LG”)
       4  Th
Language, Education, and Authority







# 2





ER “Literacy & Politics” & “Discovery of Emergent,” CMP 10-11

       9  T
Semiotics and Speaking versus Writing 






# 3

CMP 8-9 & 12-14, UL 1-20 
(CMP 31-33 LEH 17, 27)

 
     11  Th
Language Structures: Phonology  


UL 62-80, CMP 16-17

     16  T
Language Structures: Morphology
UL 82-102, CMP 18-19 (CMP 34-37, LEH 11-13)
 # 4

     18  Th
No Class, Myers out of town

     23  T
Accounting for Language Differences—Dialects I
UL 197-234 
(CMP 57-61)  

 # 5
     25  Th
Accounting for Language Differences—Dialects II

CMP 25-29


     

     30  T
Propriety and Poetry in Language Variations
 
 


O    2  Th
EXAM #1
       7  T
Student Writing and Dialect


ER “Students’ Right to Language”

 # 6

       9  Th
Student Writing and School Grammar (go over Exam #1)
UL 234-244
LEH 33-55

 
RLR# 1-6 due by 5 p.m. Friday, 10 October
     14  T
Grammars?



UL 105-130, CMP 23   (CMP 38-42, LEH  24) 
     16  Th
Learning Grammar




ER “The Copy Shop” 
 

# 7
       

     21  T
Fall Break, no class
     23  Th
Rethinking the Teaching of Grammar 1    ER “Learning Theory & Teaching Grammar”









and (CMP 45-46, LEH 14-16, 18, 25)
     28  T
Rethinking the Teaching of Grammar 2    ER “Reconceptualizing Teaching Grammar” 
 # 8 


     30  Th 
History of the English Language I


UL 172-195, CMP 66-71

N    4  T
History of the English Language II
   
UL 244-245, CMP 72-74 & Bring LEH
 # 9

       6  Th
EXAM #2       
     11  T
Learning Language through Computers   
     13  Th
Learning Language through Computers  (go over Exam #2)

     18  T
Learning Language through Computers

     20  Th
Computer Teaching Demonstrations (4)






 #10
     25  T
Computer Teaching Demonstrations (4)   






 #11


     27  Th
Thanksgiving Break, no class

D    2  T
Computer Teaching Demonstrations (4)






 #12
       4  Th
Computer Teaching Demonstrations (2)  & Critique of Blackboard



 #13

     11  Th
FINAL TIME 12-3 pm So, how are you going to teach/see language? Course Evals
#14-15
 and RLR #14-15 Teaching/Interpreting Statement Due by noon, 11 December
RLR# 7-13 due by 5 p.m. Monday, 8 December
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Reading and Learning Responses (RLR) for Fall 2008 
Directions for the Semester: Write and post in Blackboard Discussion Forums responses to the reading assignments and following prompts. Your responses should be around 200-250 words, and you need to write short interactive replies to at least 2 other postings (at least 50 words each). Use these questions and directions as prompts for your ideas. You need not address every issue in each prompt; however, address some issues in the readings in each response. Realize that you have an audience for these writings beyond yourself and that you can always write more than required to finish the thought you are exploring. For RLRs #10-13, you respond in the discussion forums to the computer demonstrations across four class periods (see following directions). With the exceptions of RLR #1, #6, #12, #13, & #14-15, you have one week to post and reply to the two other students after the reading assignment is due for class (see dates on class schedule and with each prompt).  If you post after that time, your entry will be marked “late,” and this will affect your response grade. Note that all postings have a mid-semester and end-semester cut off. The first and last responses are due during the class period for which they are assigned, so that we can work with and share them in class. The last RLR #14-15 is 400 words and counts double in the grading system: no replies are required for that RLR.

1. [Post in the Blackboard Discussion titled “Language Learning and Humor.”] From your reading assignment, Baron's “Guide to Home Language Repair” (p. 1-12), choose a phrase or sentence or two that you found valuable. Type that quote at the beginning of your posting and include the page number. Then write about why you found it valuable. You may also address other topics in that reading that interested you. You should come to class on Thursday, 28 August, with your Baron’s quote and 200-250 word response saved in a Word file (on a jump drive, in your email, or in your UNCG network space) and be ready to copy and paste it in Blackboard. RLR #1 late after Thursday, 4 September.
2. [Post in the Blackboard Discussion titled “Literacy.”] What is literacy? What skills and knowledge are involved in being literate? How do Knoblauch’s and Hall’s articles define literacy differently from you and from each other? How do different types of language play tie to these definitions of literacy? How can you use these connections and these readings in your teaching, with administrators, or with understanding your students? RLR #2 late after Thursday, 11 September.
3. [Post in the Blackboard Discussion titled “Communication.”] This prompt has three parts. First, using examples from your experience, write about how communication happens beyond speech and writing.  Categorize these examples as auditory-vocal (sound but not words), visual (pictures, symbols, images), or tactile (touch, such as a hug). Second, reflect on one difference you know between speaking and writing and discuss which is more powerful for you, speaking or writing. Why? Third, talk about when communication is blocked in any of the above mediums. Recount a time when you could not understand someone else or he/she could not understand you. This may have been face-to-face, through email, on TV, on the phone, in class, at work, etc. What were the causes of this communication block? RLR #3 late after Tuesday, 16 September.
4. [Post in the Blackboard Discussion titled “Morph Play.”] Morphology deals as much with slang (you fill in the expression) and new words and expressions (“sound byte,” “crunk,” “speed dating”) as it does with Standard English and technical jargon. Offer one example of slang and/or a newly coined word and provide a morphological analysis.  Include its word classification(s). Try making up a new word and do the same analysis. RLR #4 late after Tuesday, 23 September.
5. [Post in the Blackboard Discussion titled “Dialects.”]  How were you taught about language variety and dialect in high school?  Were dialects and writing practices other than Standard English valued?  What assumptions and stereotypes do you see in society and school that tie to intelligence and spoken or written language?  Some believe that slow speech or a drawl equals stupidity. Some believe that clipped and brief responses represent coldness and distance. Have any of these been applied to you?  If so, tell your story. As teachers, what should we be doing in the classroom with language variety to offset some of these stereotypes? RLR #5 late after Tuesday, 30 September.  
6. [Post in the Blackboard Discussion titled "Students’ Rights."] The CCCC resolution on language and teaching was adopted by its members and first published in 1974. What is the treatise arguing about student language use and teacher preparation? As teachers and interpreters, what obligations do we have to support students’ language identity while addressing the state and federal mandates to help students acquire Standard English. Cut off for RLR # 1-6 is 5 p.m., Friday, 10 October.
7. [Post in the Blackboard Discussion titled "Whose Words Are These Really?"] Baron talks about the “double standard” of plagiarism, where the literature we teach practices one approach, while we preach another in terms of student research and writing. Do you see these same types of issues on the Internet (i.e. downloading music, free software and programs, online services that sell already written papers, Wikipedia that lets readers rewrite the entries, etc.)? How do you plan to deal with these issues in your classroom? What experiences have you had as a student or teacher with these issues? RLR #7 late after Thursday, 23 October.
8. [Post in the Blackboard Discussion titled “Teaching Grammar.”] Weaver’s readings ask us to not assume about our students and to not fall into the either-or trap of error and correctness. What do the terms “error” and “correctness” mean to you when dealing with language?  Is there such a thing as unintentional error?  If so, when might that happen; if not, why not?  Try to include examples from both spoken and written language and try to think about error in terms of reading and listening. Do teachers unintentionally mishear or misread?  Is this error? Of the twelve guidelines that Weaver offers, which ones do you want to incorporate in your teaching and why?  Provide examples and ideas of how you might achieve these goals with your future students. How might Weaver’s guidelines help with issues like plagiarism and language diversity? RLR #8 late after Tuesday, 4 November.
9. [Post in the Blackboard Discussion titled “Englishes.”] After our reading, class discussion, and technology examples of Englishes, discuss why it is important to know about the history of the language and its dialects. Document your impressions about that history and about the multiple Englishes that occur around the world.  What kinds of language changes have you observed? Provide examples. With our world becoming smaller everyday thanks to the Internet, the media, various forms of technology, growth in international businesses, etc., how do you think English will evolve and change in the future? What do you want your students to know and value about the history of the English language? RLR #9 late after Tuesday, 11 November. 
10.-13.  For each class period of computer teaching demonstrations (20 & 25 Nov, 2 & 4 Dec), post in the appropriate discussion forum a response that discusses 2-4 of the demonstrations. These responses should include what you liked or found interesting about the content of the lessons, what questions or connections have occurred to you because of them, and what was effective and not effective in the organization and content of the lessons and demonstrations, in the manner of the presenters, in the use of electronic materials, and in the interactive nature of the events. In other words, you are offering praise, analysis, and synthesis across the two-four demonstrations in each class period. You will then, as usual, reply to two other postings. RLR #10 late after Thursday, 27 November; #11 late after Tuesday, 2 December; cut off for RLR #7-13 is 5 p.m., Monday, 8 December.
14-15. [Post in the Blackboard Discussion titled “My Statement” by noon on Thursday, 11 December.] Your 400-word statement counts double in the grading scheme, and you are not required to reply as we will share these in class. Write a position/opinion statement about some aspect/issue of language, linguistics, literacy, or the teaching of them. A personal position/opinion is a synthesis of learning, so cite your sources when referring to the theories, ideas, and words of others. This assignment asks that you draw on what you already know or have learned in this course and in other courses. Although you may want to write about language and/or literacy and teaching and/or interpreting in general, you will want to narrow down your focus and explore it with specific examples.  Look back at your readings and writings for this course. What mattered to you? What surprised you? What appalled you? 

Questions to Help you Find and Focus Your Position Statement:
How would you describe the general principles you believe about language: oral, print, image, and sign?  
How are these principles related?

What have you learned this semester that reinforced your beliefs or made you change them?

What texts, what theories, and what people have influenced your beliefs?  In what ways?

What language experiences have you had that have influenced your position?

Whether language teacher or language observer, how do plan to act on the above with those around you (e.g. students, family, friends, colleagues, strangers, non-English speakers, etc.)?
