English 331: Women in Literature, Fall 2008

“American Women Writers”

Profesora María Sánchez

MHRA Bldg. 3309

Phone: 334-3980

Email: mcsanche@uncg.edu

Office hours: Tuesdays, 3 – 5 pm and by appointment

This course is designed to give students an introduction to several important women authors from the U. S. literary tradition.  We will approach these writers’ works from the vantage point of significant cultural and historical issues, such as gender roles, popularity and critical estimation, and political protest.  The writing assignments are designed to aid students in grasping the contexts and issues involved.

Blackboard: All of our handouts, detailed explanation of assignments, the syllabus, class announcements, links to author pages, and so on, will be posted on our Blackboard site.  I encourage you to use it often.

Required Texts:

Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin (W. W. Norton Critical Edition)
Nella Larsen, Passing (Peguin Books)

Willa Cather, My Antonia (Vintage Books)

Jhumpa Lahiri, Interpreter of Maladies (Houghton Mifflin)

Emily Giffin, Something Borrowed (St. Martin’s Press)

Assignments:

Weekly response papers, 1-2 pp, worth 25% of final grade

Two short papers (5-7 pp each), each worth 20% of final grade

Final exam, worth 25% of final grade

Attendance and participation: 10% of final grade

Weekly response papers will be due in class each week, on Wednesdays, beginning September 3. You will have topics from which to choose for the two short essays; you may also devise a topic of your own if you choose. The final exam will cover all materials read during the term. Attendance will be taken at each class.  You may miss two class sessions for any reason without affecting your grade; three or more unexcused absences will drop the attendance grade by one full grade for each missed class session.  An absence will be excused if you bring in a written explanation, on letterhead, from a doctor or nurse.  The participation grade encompasses your involvement in class discussions – asking and answering questions, making comments, sharing your intellect! 

Reading Schedule: 

Section I: The Misleading Petticoat

Week I:

Aug. 25: Introduction to class. Reading of poems by

Anne Bradstreet, “The Author to Her Book” and Phillis Wheatley, “On Being Brought from Africa to America” (handouts)

Aug. 27: Catharine Sedgwick, “Cacoethes Scribendi” (handout)

Week II: 
Sept. 1: No class (Labor Day)

Sept. 3: Fanny Fern, “Male Criticism on Ladies’ Books” and Susan Coultrap-McQuin, “Why Try a Writing Career?” (Blackboard)

Week III:

Sept. 8: Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin (through Vol. 1, chap. IX)

Sept. 10: Stowe (through Vol. 1, chap. XI)

Week IV

Sept. 15: Stowe; also from UTC text, George Sand, William Allen, “Ethiop,” George Holmes, and Anonymous, reviews of UTC (pp. 459 -483); and James Baldwin, “Everybody’s Protest Novel” (begins p. 495). (Keep reading Stowe – you’ll need to be finished next week!)

Sept. 17: Stowe (through 2, chap. XX) 

Week V

Sept. 22: Stowe (through 2, chap. XXXVI)

Sept. 24: finish Stowe, and look over excerpts from Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Blackboard) 

Sept. 26: FIRST PAPER DUE by 5pm

Section II: Selfhood

Week VI

Sept. 29: Ralph Waldo Emerson (honorary woman writer!), “Self-Reliance” (Blackboard)

Oct. 1: Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, “The Angel Over the Right Shoulder” (Blackboard)
Week VII

Oct. 6: Mary E. Wilkins Freeman, “A Mistaken Charity” (Blackboard)

Oct. 8: Alice Brown, “The Way of Peace” (Blackboard)

Week VIII

Oct. 13: Alain Locke, “The New Negro” and Marita Bonner, “On Being Young – a Woman – and Colored” (Blackboard)

Oct. 15: Zora Neale Hurston, “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” (Blackboard)

Week IX

Oct. 20: No class (fall break)

Oct. 22: office hours

Oct. 24: SECOND PAPER DUE by 5 pm

Section IV: New Women

Week X

Oct. 27: Nella Larsen, for Passing 
Oct. 29: Larsen

Week XI

Nov. 3: finish Larsen

Nov. 5: Willa Cather, My Antonia
Week XII

Nov. 10: Cather

Nov. 12: finish Cather

Section V: Issues from Here and Now

Week XIII

Nov. 17 : Jhumpa Lahiri, first three stories from Interpreter of Maladies
Nov. 19: remaining stories from Interpreter of Maladies
Week XIV

Nov. 24: reviews of Lahiri, National Book Award debate (Blackboard)

Nov. 26: No class – Happy Thanksgiving!

Week XV

Dec. 1: reviews and editorials on chick lit (Blackboard)

Dec. 3: Emily Giffin, Something Borrowed
Week XVI

Dec. 8: finish Giffin

The final exam is Monday, Dec. 15 from 3:30-6:30 pm.
