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ENG 337-01 Syllabus – 3

Prof. Amy Vines



                         Class Times: M&W 2:00-3:15
Office: MHRA 3113


                         Class Location:  MHRA 2211
Office Hours:  Mon. & Wed. 11-12:30 & by appt.              Email: anvines@uncg.edu


Phone: 334-5221
ENG 337-01

English Literature to 1500
This course will offer students an in-depth look at the literature and culture of the Middle Ages, roughly 500AD-1500AD.  While we will be reading many of the major medieval texts and authors this semester, such as Beowulf, William Langland, Chaucer, and Malory, we will also seek to put these more famous works and authors in context, examining the social, religious, and literary traditions that helped produce some of the best literature written in English.  By the end of the class, students will have an excellent knowledge of the major historical events in the Anglo-Saxon and medieval periods; they will be able to read and translate later Middle English; they will be able to recognize and analyze major literary genres, such as drama, dream vision, romance, and heroic epic; and they will continue to develop analytical and interpretive skills through course papers and avid class discussions.

Required Texts: (All Available at the UNCG Bookstore)

( The Norton Anthology of English Literature, 8th Edition, Volume A: The Middle Ages, M.H. 
Abrams, Stephen Greenblatt, et al., eds. – noted in the syllabus as [NA]
( Geoffrey Chaucer, Troilus and Criseyde, Barry Windeatt, trans. (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1998) – noted 
in the syllabus as [Windeatt]
( The Book Of Margery Kempe, Lynn Staley, trans. and ed. (New York: W.W. Norton and Co., 2001) 
– noted in the syllabus as [Staley]

( Supplementary readings found on BlackBoard – noted in the syllabus as [BB]
Reading Schedule:

(Week 1)

M – Aug. 25:
Course Intro – Historical Background

I. Anglo-Saxon Epic and Elegy (ca. 450-1066 AD)

W – Aug. 27:
Cædmon’s Hymn and The Dream of the Rood, pp. 23-29 [NA]


General Introduction, pp. 1-6 & 19-21 [NA]
(Week 2)

M – Sept. 1:
Labor Day – No Class
W – Sept. 3:
Beowulf, Intro to text, pp. 29-33; text lines 1-1069 [NA] 
(Week 3)

M – Sept. 8:
Beowulf, text lines 1070-2200 (The Dragon Wakes) [NA]
W – Sept. 10:
Beowulf, read to the end [NA]

(Week 4)

M – Sept. 15:
Judith, pp. 100-108; Wanderer and The Wife’s Lament, pp. 111-




115 [NA]; Wife’s Lament (handout)

II. Medieval Romance (ca. 1066-1500 AD)

W – Sept. 17:
Havelok the Dane [BB]


General Introduction, pp. 10-19 [NA]
(Week 5)

M – Sept. 22:
Sir Orfeo [BB]
W – Sept. 24:
Exam #1 – In Class (Anglo-Saxon Literature & Early Romances)

III. Chaucer (ca. 1343-1400 AD)

(Week 6)

M – Sept. 29:
Troilus and Criseyde, Books 1 & 2 [Windeatt]
W – Oct. 1:
Troilus and Criseyde, Books 3 & 4 [Windeatt] 
(Week 7)

M – Oct. 6:
Troilus and Criseyde, Book 5 [Windeatt] 
W – Oct. 8:
General Prologue, lines 1-446, pp. 213-229 (top) [NA]
(Week 8)

M – Oct. 13:
General Prologue, read to the end, pp. 229-239 [NA]
W – Oct. 15:
The Miller’s Prologue and Tale, pp. 239-255 [NA]
(Week 9)

M – Oct. 20:
FALL BREAK – NO CLASS
W – Oct. 22:
The Reeve’s Prologue and Tale [BB]
(Week 10)

M – Oct. 27:
The Prioress’s Prologue and Tale [BB]
W – Oct. 29:
Exam #2 – In Class (Chaucer)
IV. Women’s Voices in the Middle Ages
(Week 11)

M – Nov. 3:
Marie de France, Prologue, Guigemar, and Bisclavret [BB]
W – Nov. 5:
Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love (selections) [BB]
(Week 12)

M – Nov. 10:
The Book of Margery Kempe, Introduction, pp. vii-xix & Book 




One, pp. 1-80 [Staley]
W – Nov. 12:
The Book of Margery Kempe, Book One, pp. 81-160 [Staley]
V. Medieval Drama
(Week 13)

M – Nov. 17:
The Wakefield Second Shepherd’s Play, pp. 406-435 [NA]
W – Nov. 19:
The Croxton Play of the Sacrament [BB]



( Close Reading Paper Due In Class
VI. Dream Visions

(Week 14)

M – Nov. 24:
William Langland, Piers Plowman (selections), pp. 356-367 [NA]
W – Nov. 26:
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY – NO CLASS

(Week 15)

M – Dec. 1:
Robert Henryson, Testament of Cresseid [BB]
VII. The Fifteenth Century
W – Dec. 3:
Sir Thomas Malory, Morte Darthur (selections), pp. 438-456 [NA]
(Week 16)

M – Dec. 8:
Exam #3 – In Class
Course Requirements:

1. Three in-class exams; scheduled on September 24, October 29, and December 8.  I do not offer make-up exams for any reason except DOCUMENTED health or personal reasons.
Bring your own blue books!

2. Close reading paper, 3-4 pages due in class November 19.  A detailed assignment will be handed out 
in class. 
3. Participation: Even though I will often give mini-lectures, this is still a discussion-based class and, 
thus requires your regular attendance and avid participation in class discussion.  I do take 
attendance and I expect you to have read the text(s) assigned for each day and come to class 
prepared to discuss the reading.

Exams – 60% (20% each)
Paper – 20%

Attendance and participation – 20%

Class Policies:

( ALL coursework must be completed in order to pass this class.  
( Graded work will generally be handed back within 2 weeks.
( ATTENDANCE POLICY: Prompt attendance is mandatory! You have 3 FREE ABSENCES. You may use these as you see fit; they are designed to allow for the inevitable colds, flus, or other minor illnesses or outside obligations you may have.  You do not have to contact me about these first 3 absences. 

( If you miss more than 3 classes, I will subtract 5% from the Participation portion of your 
grade for each absence. If you miss more than 6 classes (the equivalent of three weeks of class) 
before Friday, October 17 (the last day to drop without academic penalty), I will drop you from 
the class.  If you miss more than 6 classes after October 17, you will receive a WF 
(Withdraw/Fail) for the class. If you have difficulty attending class or completing coursework 
because of serious personal, medical, or other reasons, please contact me immediately to work 
out a solution so that it does not affect you grade. It is your responsibility to keep track of your 
absences.

( An attendance sheet will be handed around at the beginning of class.  If you arrive a few 
minutes late, it is your responsibility to make sure your name is on the attendance sheet.  You 
cannot come in and sign the attendance sheet and then leave a few minutes later! 

It is a violation of the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy for a student to sign another student’s 
name to the attendance sheet.

( LATE PAPERS: All papers will be handed in on the due date listed in the syllabus unless you’ve cleared an extension with me beforehand.  Late papers will result in a grade penalty – 5% for every day late (including weekends) without an extension from me.

- I do not accept emailed papers – ALL PAPERS MUST BE PRINTED OUT AND 
STAPLED.

( E-mail questions & correspondence: You can expect responses to e-mails within a day or so.

( 24-HOUR RULE: After you have been given back any graded work in this class, please allow 24 hours before you ask me about your grade.  This will allow you to take the test or essay home, read the comments thoroughly, and then decide if there are any points you would like to discuss.

( If you have any questions about the paper assignment, I encourage you to take advantage of the Writing Center, located next to the English Dept. (3rd Floor; MHRA Building; www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter/index.html).  They offer both online and face-to-face sessions and can help with outlining ideas, thesis statements, incorporation of textual evidence, proofreading, etc.  If, after seeing a consultant at the Writing Center, you still have further questions, I am happy to discuss rough drafts (with specific questions accompanying them).  But, you need to meet with me at least 24 hours before the paper is due and after you’ve been to the Writing Center.  This will allow you ample time to incorporate any suggestions or observations into your papers.

( ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  Plagiarism—copying or using another’s work without proper acknowledgement—is a serious academic offense that will not be tolerated in this class.  I expect you to abide by the UNCG Academic Honor Code on all work.  When you use sources such as books, web pages, articles, or primary documents in your writing, you must identify them to your reader.  If you quote a source directly, you must put the borrowed material in quotation marks and include a proper citation.  If you take an idea from another source but put it in your own words (i.e. paraphrase it), you must still give proper credit to the source.  If you plagiarize, the work in question will receive an F (recorded numerically as a 0), you will be reported to the Dean of Students, and you will risk failing the course.  Repeated offenses can cause you to be expelled from the University.  If you are unsure about how to give credit to your sources or have any questions about what constitutes an act of plagiarism, please ask me!

( TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM: 


( ALL cell phones should be turned off before class begins.


( NO LAPTOP COMPUTERS MAY BE USED IN CLASS: Students should print out all 
Blackboard readings and bring these to class rather than accessing them online during class.  
Exceptions to this policy will only be made in cases where there is documented evidence of a 
learning disability or other situation where a computer is necessary.  In these cases, you must 
bring documentation from the Student Disability Services Office, Suite 215, EUC (334-5440).

