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ENG 339-02SI Syllabus- 4

Fall 2008
English 339-02SI: Shakespeare: Early Plays and Sonnets
Professor Michelle Dowd

MWF 11:00-11:50
Bryan 205
Office: MHRA 3123






Office Phone: 334-5384

Office Hours: MW 10:00-10:45, M 12:00-1:30, and by appt.

mmdowd@uncg.edu

Course Description and Objectives:

In this speaking intensive course, we will read seven plays in addition to selected sonnets from the first half of Shakespeare’s career.  We will spend the first half of the semester reading comedies, with the second half of the semester devoted to tragedy and history.  Particular attention will be paid to the structure and the language of the plays, and to the ways in which these texts engage with the theatrical, historical, and social tensions of Elizabethan England.  Class will be primarily discussion-based and active participation is a significant part of the final grade.
Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Identify and discuss important characteristics of Shakespeare’s early plays and sonnets.

· Better appreciate Shakespeare’s plays as texts for reading and performance.

· Apply the techniques of literary analysis to these texts.

· Develop and hone oral communication skills through classroom discussion, individual presentations, and group presentations.
· Analyze the various social, historical, and literary contexts in which these texts were written.
Required Texts:

The Norton Shakespeare, Volume 1. Ed. Stephen Greenblatt, et al.  2nd Ed.  (Norton, 2008).  Other modern editions of the plays (such as Riverside, Oxford, Arden, and Penguin) may be acceptable, but you must get prior approval from me before using an alternate edition.  

The Bedford Companion to Shakespeare.  Ed. Russ McDonald.  2nd Ed.  (Bedford, 2001).
Blue books for both exams.
Schedule of Readings and Assignments:

Week 1:
Mon. Aug. 25:

Introduction Part I 

Wed. Aug. 27: 

Introduction Part II: Bedford Chapters 1 & 4
Fri. Aug. 29:

No class.  
Week 2:
Mon. Sept. 1:

Labor Day.  No class.
Wed. Sept. 3:
A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream; Bedford Chapter 3; Speaking Workshop
Fri. Sept. 5:

A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream
Week 3:

Mon. Sept. 8:

A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream
Wed. Sept. 10:

A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream
Fri. Sept. 12:

A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream
Week 4:
Mon. Sept. 15:

Much Ado About Nothing; Bedford Chapter 8
Wed. Sept. 17:

Much Ado About Nothing
Fri. Sept. 19:

Much Ado About Nothing

Week 5:

Mon. Sept. 22:

Much Ado About Nothing
Wed. Sept. 24:

Much Ado About Nothing
Fri. Sept. 26:

Sonnets 1, 18, 20, 29, 30, 60, 73
Week 6:
Mon. Sept. 29:

As You Like It; Bedford Chapter 5
Wed. Oct. 1:

As You Like It
Fri. Oct. 3:

As You Like It
Week 7:

Mon. Oct. 6:

As You Like It
Wed. Oct. 8:

As You Like It
Fri. Oct. 10:

Exam 1 
Week 8: 


Mon. Oct. 13:
Sonnets 106, 116, 130, 138, 147, 153, 154
Wed. Oct. 15:

Titus Andronicus; Bedford Chapter 6; Speaking Workshop
Fri. Oct. 17:

Titus Andronicus
Week 9:
Mon. Oct. 20:

Fall Break.  No Class.

Wed. Oct. 22:

Titus Andronicus
Fri. Oct. 24:

Titus Andronicus; Debate #1
Week 10:
Mon. Oct. 27:

Titus Andronicus
Wed. Oct. 29:

Richard III; Bedford Chapter 2
Fri. Oct. 31:

Richard III
 
Week 11:


Mon. Nov. 3:

Richard III
Wed. Nov. 5:

Richard III; Debate #2
Fri. Nov. 7:

Richard III
Week 12:

Mon. Nov. 10:

Henry IV, Part I; Bedford Chapter 7
Wed. Nov. 12:

Henry IV, Part I;
Fri. Nov. 14:

Henry IV, Part I
Week 13:

Mon. Nov. 17:
Henry IV, Part I; Debate #3
Wed. Nov. 19:
Henry IV, Part I
Fri. Nov. 21:
Henry V; Bedford Chapter 9 (Recommended reading: Bedford Chapter 10)
Week 14: 

Mon. Nov. 24:

Henry V
Wed. Nov. 26:

Thanksgiving Break.  No Class.

Fri. Nov. 28:

Thanksgiving Break.  No Class.

Week 15:
Mon. Dec. 1:

Henry V
Wed. Dec. 3:

Henry V; Debate #4
Fri. Dec. 5:

Henry V; Course Evaluations
Week 16:

Mon. Dec. 8:

Exam 2
Course Requirements and Grading: 

Attendance and Class Participation:

20%
Exam 1:




20%

Exam 2:




20%

Individual Oral Presentation:


10%
Presentation Paper (short critical essay):

15%
Group Debate:




15%
Note: Completion of all assignments is required to pass the course.
Attendance:  Your grade for participation will be calculated directly from your attendance record and from your participation in class discussions.  I expect you to attend every class meeting, arrive on time, and remain for 50 minutes.  Arriving late to class or leaving early will count as 1/3 an absence.  Over the course of the semester, you may have three absences without any penalty or excuses required.  Your final grade will be lowered one percentage point for each additional unexcused absence.  Absences will only be excused for serious illnesses or emergencies and only if you have made specific arrangements with me in advance (or as soon after the absence as possible in the case of an emergency).  If you miss the first two class meetings or if you miss three or more classes before September 22, I will drop you from the course.  If during the entire semester you have missed eight or more classes for any reason, excused or unexcused, I will drop you from the course (prior to October 17, this will result in the grade of “W” for the course; after October 17, this will result in the grade of “WF” for the course).  You are responsible for keeping up with the reading and writing assignments for any class that you miss.  In cases of adverse weather, classes will meet unless the Chancellor closes the University.
Participation: Reading assignments should be completed before the beginning of class on the date indicated.  For plays, you will need to have finished reading the entire text by the third class meeting devoted to that play.  Please take notes as your read the primary texts, mark significant or tricky passages, use a dictionary to look up any words that you do not know, and think about how each work relates to others we have read.  Be sure to bring your text(s) with you to each class meeting.  As this is a discussion-oriented course, you will be evaluated on the frequency, quality, and originality of your comments in class.  I will be looking for enthusiastic and thoughtful discussion of these plays and will expect you to participate in almost every class discussion (otherwise, I will assume that you have not read the material).    Remember that class participation is an assignment like any other: you are free to choose whether (and how) you fulfill this assignment, but be aware that your grade will reflect your choice.
Exams:  There will be two exams—one at midterm (October 24) and one on the last day of class (December 8).  The first exam will cover our reading during the first half of the semester (through As You Like It) and the final will cover our reading during the second half of the semester.  Exams will consist of identification questions as well as essays questions.  Dates and times of both exams are firm; there are no make-up exams, except in cases of documented medical or personal emergencies.  You must bring your own blue books to class to use for both exams.
Oral Presentations:  You will be responsible for two oral presentations in this course.  One is an individual presentation in which you will provide a verbal “close reading” of an assigned speech, scene, or sonnet.  Presentations will receive detailed written feedback.  For the other presentation, you will be divided into groups of six for a series of four debates, as scheduled on the syllabus.  Each group will be responding to a specific interpretive problem and will debate in two groups of three, with three members arguing the “yes” side and the other three arguing the “no” side.  Presentations will be graded individually, though I encourage and expect you to work together as a group to formulate and strengthen your critical arguments.  You will get a handout with more detailed instructions and guidelines about both of these presentations.  Once assigned, dates and times of both presentations are firm; because of the large number of presentations that will occur over the course of the semester you will not be allowed to make-up presentations, except in cases of documented medical or personal emergencies.  If such a serious situation arises, you must make specific arrangements with me to re-schedule your presentation in advance.  
Paper:  At the next class meeting following the day of your assigned individual presentation, you will turn in a critical essay of 600-800 words (approximately 2-3 pages) that develops and extends the close reading you presented orally.  Papers should be typed in 12-point Times New Roman with one-inch margins and page numbers, double-spaced, and stapled.  You are required to hand in paper copies of your essays; I will not accept essays handed in via email or computer disk.  Papers are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  I will not accept late papers, except in cases of documented medical or personal emergencies. 
Speaking Workshops: We will spend some of class time discussing strategies for oral presentations as well as evaluation criteria and guidelines.  I also encourage each of you to meet with me individually in order to discuss strategies for improving your oral communication skills. 

Academic Integrity:  Plagiarism—copying or using another’s work without proper acknowledgement—is a serious academic offense that will not be tolerated in this class.  I expect every student to abide by the principles of the Academic Integrity Policy, which appears in the Student Handbook.  Students will need to sign the Academic Integrity Pledge on all major work.  When you use sources such as books, web pages, articles, or primary documents in your writing, you must identify them to your reader.  If you quote a source directly, you must put the borrowed material in quotation marks and include a proper citation.  If you take an idea from another source but put it in your own words (i.e. paraphrase it), you must still give proper credit to the source.  Please use MLA style documentation to document any sources used in written work.  If you plagiarize, the work in question will receive an F (recorded numerically as a 0), you will be reported to the Dean of Students, and you will risk failing the course.  Repeated offenses can cause you to be expelled from the University.  If you are unsure about how to give credit to your sources or have any questions about what constitutes an act of plagiarism, please ask me!

Technology:

E-mail:  Email is the fastest way to contact me, and I will occasionally use e-mail to contact you.  All messages will be sent to UNCG email accounts, so you need to check your UNCG account regularly.  You are required to hand in paper copies of all written work; I will not accept assignments handed in via email or computer disk.

Blackboard:  I have set up a Blackboard website for the course where you can find copies of the syllabus, assignments, announcements, and useful links.  If you are absent, please check Blackboard for any updates or assignments you may have missed.

Laptops and Cellphones:  This is an interactive discussion class, and I expect your engaged attention and participation.  You may not use laptops in this class, except in documented cases of medical need.  Cellphones and other electronic equipment must be turned off at all times.

Listserv:  To enhance communication with majors, the English Department maintains a listserv. Please join the listserv by sending the following message from your e-mail account (whether on campus or at home) that you use most regularly to listproc@uncg.edu: subscribe English-l firstname lastname (giving, of course, your own first and last names). For example: subscribe English-l Jane Doe. Note that the letter l (L) follows "English," not the number 1 (one). 

