English 341: Advanced Writing: Rhetorical Power in Reading and Writing

TR 3:00

Instructor: Hephzibah Roskelly

                  roskellh@uncg.edu
Office hours: M-2-3, TR 1-3, and by appt.

Phone: 334-3280

Welcome to the first offering of Advanced Writing and Rhetoric.  It’s designed to help you develop your writing skill and your interpretive abilities by studying rhetoric—how people persuade and communicate—in the language and images that surround us. You’ll practice rhetoric in a number of ways: analyzing others’ writing to understand how voice gets established, how evidence is used, how audience is addressed; and by creating your own pieces of oral, written and visual texts.  You’ll read popular culture texts, speeches, analyses and a novel, and you’ll view Internet sites, film and art in order to see how rhetoric operates in all kinds of communication.  You’ll write in a variety of genres too: reviews, analyses, visuals, reflections.  You should finish our course with a clear sense of your own style as a writer and with methods for intervening in your own process to make what you communicate more effective and more persuasive.

Requirements:  4-5 essays/projects: at least 2 group  

                         4-6 inclass writings

                         1 speech written and delivered

                         2 out of class film viewings



 Final portfolio with revisions and reflections

Required texts:  Roskelly and Jolliffe, Everyday Use. 

                          Gombrich, Art and Illusion.
                          Spiegelman, Maus, A Survivor’s Tale
                          Selected pieces on ereserve including:

                                 Editorial cartoons, You Tube sites, Weathers, Style, Rice, Rhetoric

                                 Of Cool.

Learning Outcomes:

                         To read critically in variety of disciplines

                         To write with awareness of persuasive intent

                         To understand the role of audience in writing

                         To produce stylistically sophisticated and substantive analytical prose

                         To read visual and written texts with interpretive and evaluative skill

Week by Week Syllabus:

Week 1 Aug. 26, 28:        

Introduction to Rhetoric: how do you know what’s 

                                                                  Effective?

                                                            Inclass writing

                                                            Example of good rhetoric

Week 2 Sept. 2,4:                               EU, Introduction, Chapter 1

                                                            Analysis of ad/TV program

Week 3 Sept. 9, 11:        

Ong, ereserve

                                                            Analysis of speech inclass






EU, Chapter 2-4
Week 4 Sept. 16,18:                           Creating proofs, syllogisms and enthymemes

         




Inclass writing

  




On line discussion of syllogisms

Week 5 Sept. 23, 25:


Gombrich, first half

         




Lyrics, music, art: analysis of visual art

Week 6 Sept. 30, Oct.2                       assignment due: analysis of art—music or visual

                                                            Art in media advertising, election campaigning

                                                                  Group work






Articles and editorial cartoons on ereserve

Week 7 Oct. 7,9:


McCloud, “Comic Books” on ereserve

    




Graff, “they Say I say” on ereserve

                                                            Maus

Week 8 Oct. 14, 16:


Media and politics articles, on ereserve

                                                            Assignment due: Maus rhetorical analysis

Week 9 Oct. 21,23:


EU, Chapter 5-6

  




Assignment due: your piece of rhetoric

Week 10 Oct. 28,30:


Film viewing

                                                            Analysis of youtube inclass

                                                            Assignment due: analysis of film

Week 11 Nov. 4,6:


Assignment due: Group presentations of election 

 





Campaign

        




Assignment due: what went wrong, what went 

  





Right online discussion

Week 12 Nov. 11,13:


Persepolis excerpt, on ereserve






Inclass cartoon on issue

Week 13 Nov. 18,20:


EU, Chapter 7-8

 




Film viewing

Week 14                                              No class

Week 15 Dec. 2,4:


Assignment due: present Youtube videos, group 






Project

Week 16 Dec. 8: 


Assignment due: Portfolio of work including

       



  
Final reflection on yourself as a rhetorician
