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English 349  




Fall 2008, Anne Wallace

The English Novel from Defoe to Hardy

This course surveys the English novel from its beginnings in the early eighteenth century, following the development of gothicism and realism into their respective “golden ages” in the late eighteenth and mid nineteenth centuries, toward the novel’s proliferation into so-called “genre fiction” at the end of the nineteenth century.    

Required Texts


 Frances Burney, Evelina (Broadview 2000)


Ann Radcliffe, The Italian (Penguin 2001) 


Jane Austen, Mansfield Park (Broadview 2001)


Elizabeth Gaskell, North and South (Norton 2004)


Thomas Hardy, The Return of the Native (Penguin 1999)


H.G. Wells, The Time Machine (Penguin 2005)  
Coursework


Two exams with take–home essays 


Exams @15% each
30%


Take-home essays @15% each
30%

One exam (incl. in-class essay)
20%

Research essay 
20%



100%


Exams:  all three exams will have a short answer section that you’ll complete in class.  The short answer questions will be mostly “factual,” testing your knowledge of plot, character, setting, major themes, etc.  Some questions will ask more interpretative questions but these will refer to things we’ve discussed at some length in class.  This short answer section will probably take 30-45 minutes to complete. 


Exam essays: The first two exams will also include a take-home essay, while for the third exam you will write a short essay in class.  For all of these you’ll have a choice of several topics, and you’ll write one essay.  The take home essays should be 3-5 pages long (that’s double-spaced typewritten pages in a reasonable font and with reasonable margins); the in-class essay will probably run 2-3 pages in most people’s handwriting.  You’ll be able to use the novel for the in-class essay so that you can support your ideas with quotations, just as you’ll do in the take-home essays.


Take-home essays must be submitted in hardcopy.



Research Essay:  You’ll choose one of your take-home essays to build on for your research essay.  A more detailed assignment will be given before you begin working on these, but the key elements of the assignment are:  (1) stick to the original topic, although your thesis may change; (2) write about one novel instead of two; (3) engage some recent literary criticism on your topic; (4) document your essay  in MLA style. 

In all these endeavors I strongly encourage you to seek my help, the help of the Writing Center, and the help of anyone else you can commandeer.  For the research essay, in particular, you would be well-advised to show me drafts, theses, etc. as you go along.  I am glad to read and comment on rough drafts or to discuss analytical or research difficulties. I can rarely read drafts “on the spot,” of course:  the best outcome for you will be to leave me materials to read before we meet.

Attendance 
I don't have a specific attendance policy—that is, I don't assign a particular grade deduction to a particular number of absences.  Before you get all excited, let me add what should be obvious:  this does not mean that regular attendance is not important or that absences won't affect your grade.  What it does mean is that (a) I am not the attendance police, and (b) irregular attendance will have a bad effect on your grade without my taking any special action to make it so.  It is your responsibility to attend as regularly as you need to in order to learn what you want and  to achieve the grade you want.

Late or missed work
If you have reason to miss an exam or to ask to turn work in late, you must do so as soon as possible—in advance, if you know this will happen, or as soon as possible after the unforeseen event that kept you from getting the work done on time.  If I agree to a later due date/time, or to a makeup exam, I will not deduct anything from the assignment's grade for lateness so long as you meet the new deadline.  Work which is simply turned in late without explanation (reasonable explanation, and I make that call) will not be accepted.  Failure to complete one essay or exam may be grounds for failure of the course.

Extra credit

There isn’t any.  The work of the course is the work of the course.  Don’t fool yourself into thinking that you can make up for lost time or work later.  You can’t.

Horrid Thoughts
It is your responsibility to understand what plagiarism is and how to avoid it.  If you are not sure, talk with me.  But do know--and don't do it.  A single instance of dishonesty may be grounds for failure of the course.  Essays will be checked against available electronic sources for plagiarism.
How to Find Me


Office:  3133 MHRA (it says "Department Head" beside the door)


Phone:  334-5311


E-mail:  anne_wallace@uncg.edu.edu


Hours: By appointment only, and please don't hesitate to make one

Course Schedule
Bring the text(s) we are reading to class.  

I reserve the right to change these assignments as needed, including the addition of readings or written assignments.  

Aug.
26
Introduction to the course.


28
So, what do we think we know about the novel?  Read the short set of 


excerpts posted to Blackboard for today.

Labor Day is Monday, Sept. 1.
Sept. 
2
Burney, Vol. I (87-242).  Be sure to read the "To the Authors" and "Preface" 


as well as the first volume.


4
Burney, Vol. II, Letters I-XV (245-329)


9
Burney, Vol. II, Letter XVI through Vol. III, Letter XV (330-496)


11
Burney, Vol. III, Letter XVI to end (497-554)


16
Radcliffe, Vol. I (including "Prologue") through Vol. II Ch. IV (1-208) 


18
Radcliffe, Vol. II Ch. V through Ch. IX (209-278)

Sept.
23
Radcliffe, Vol. II Ch. X through Vol. III, Ch. X (279-424)


25
Radcliffe, Vol. III, Ch. XI to end (425-478)


30
Exam on Burney and Radcliffe/Take-home essay. The last 30 minutes of 


the class period we’ll talk about writing literary critical essays (there will 


be handouts posted to Blackboard).

Oct. 
2
No Class – I’m at a conference.


7
Take-home essay due.  Austen, Vol. I through Ch. 7 (35-100)


9
Austen, Vol. I, Chs. 8-18 (101-190)


14
Austen, Vol. II (Ch. 19) through Vol. III, Ch. 42 (193-414)


16
Austen, Vol. III, Ch. 43 to end (415-468)

October 17 is the last day to drop classes without academic penalty.


21-22
Fall Break – No Classes

23
Gaskell, Vol. I, Chs. I-XIV (7-101)


28
Gaskell, Vol. I, Ch. XV through Vol. II, Ch. V (101-230)


30 
Gaskell, Vol. II, Chs. VI-XIII (230-292)

Nov.
4
Election Day – get out there and vote!  



Gaskell, Vol. II, Ch. XIV to end (293-395)


6
Exam on Austen and Gaskell/Take-home essay.
Nov.
11
Take-home essay due. Discussion of Research Essay assignment.  



Hardy, Book First, Ch. I-VI (9-67)


13
Hardy, Book First, Ch. VII through Book Second, Ch. VII (68-146)


18
Hardy, Book Second, Ch. VIII through Book Fourth (146-297)


20
Hardy, Book Fifth to end (301-396)


25
Exam on Hardy, including in-class essay.


26-28
Happy Thanksgiving!

Dec. 
2
Wells, probably with film clips


4
Consultation on research essays

Your Research Essay is due on the day of our scheduled final, Thursday, Dec. 11, at noon.  I will come to our classroom at noon to collect papers, or you can turn them in earlier to my English Department mailbox.  I will not accept late Research Essays.
