English 590: Literacy, Learning, and Fieldwork

Fall 2008

Thursdays 6:30-9:20 

HHRA 1204

Elizabeth Chiseri-Strater
Phone: 334-5263

Email: e_chiser@uncg.edu

Office: 3324

Office Hours: 

Course Description

This course explores the theoretical, ideological, and pedagogical issues connected with literacy and learning through actual practice. In order to put our ideas into practice and better understand the implications and applications of our theories, seminar participants are asked to tutor one student at a local non-profit or school site. Our course readings will address both traditional and non-mainstream notions of reading and writing as well as alternative literacies.
About This Class

This is a small seminar which means that being engaged and prepared will make our class intellectually exciting for us all. The tutoring component of this course is central so that it’s important to arrange your tutoring sites as soon as possible.  Support for locating possible tutoring situations is available through our Service Learning office.
Learning Goals

At the completion of this course, you will improve your ability to: 
· Read and critique theories of literacy
· Evaluate field-based studies of literacy
· Conduct a qualitative case study
· Develop one-on-one tutoring skills
· Reflect on language and literacy connections
Required Texts:
Some of our reading will be on e-reserve but these books should be purchased online for this class:
Cushman, Kintgen, Kroll, Rose, eds. Literacy: A Critical Sourcebook. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2001.

Daniels, Beth. A Communication of Friendship: Literacy, Spiritual Practice and Women in Recovery. Carbondale: Southern Illinois Press, 2003.
Freire, Paulo. The Pedagogy of Hope. New York: Continuum,1994.
Responsibilities:

Weekly blackboard postings to the readings and an analysis of your own postings.

Paired discussion leaders.  You’ll sign up to lead several discussions on the weekly readings.  The weeks you are leading, you will be responsible for reading the posted statements of other seminar participants and starting our seminar discussion.

Attendance:

Since this a graduate seminar, participation is critical to your grade and regular attendance and preparedness are assumed.  Please notify me in advance if you are to be absent.
Evaluation:

Your grade for this course depends upon being prepared for class by:

· writing a case study of your tutoring experience

· entering the class discussion in a thoughtful way and by leading discussions with another member of the seminar

· keeping up with your tutoring project and keeping a tutoring journal of fieldnotes
· reading carefully, taking notes, and responding to the weekly readings and blackboard postings.

The Writing Center

UNCG has an excellent Writing Center which serves both graduate students and undergraduates.  Many graduate students have found it helpful to work with a tutor on their academic writing.
Disability Access
Students in university classrooms who have various disabilities (whether visible or invisible) are, of course, welcome, and their rights protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act. Please let me know as early as possible if any accommodations or 
adjustments need to be made for you.
“Illiteracy is one of the concrete expressions of an unjust social reality.  Illiteracy is not strictly a linguistic or exclusively pedagogical or methodological problem.  It is political, as is the very literacy through which we try to overcome illiteracy.”
Paulo Freire
Tentative Class Calendar

LCS=Literacy A Critical Sourcebook

PL=Perspectives on Literacy (unpublished manuscript on e-reserve)
Week One
	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
 (due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	August 28
	
	

	
	
	Introduction to the course and to one another
	e-reserve, Stucky, Elsbeth “Ideologies of Literacy” and Gee, James, “Literacy: A Critical Soucebook” and Chapter One, Perspectives on Literacy
Do literacy diary exercise, p.22 from Perspectives on Literacy. Write a one to two paged analysis of your own literacy from this data

Make copies for class

	
	
	
	


Week Two

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	September 4
	
	

	
	
	Defining literacy
Discussing tutoring sites

	LCS: Ong; Goody; Olson, Scribner and Cole
LP: Chapter 2, do Exercise 3, p.24 Prepare for sharing

Prepare description of student you are tutoring

	: 
	
	
	


Week Three

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	M
	September 11
	
	

	
	 
	Great Divide Theories
	Pedagogy of Hope, Freire
Prepare literacy profile questions to ask tutee
List perceived literacy problems and issues

LCS: Delpit



	
	
	Discussion Leaders:

	


Week Four

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	September 18
	Pedagogical Issues


	

	
	
	
	e-reserve, Chiseri-Strater
LCS: Szwed, Street,LP, Chapter 3 and 

Write about your positioning with respect to your tutee


	
	
	Discussion Leaders:

	


Week Five

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)


	Thur
	September
25
	Ethnographic Perspectives
	

	
	
	
	e-reserve, Newkirk, “Narrative Roots of the Case Study” Heath and Street, chapters 1 and 2 from Ethnography and Literacy

Bring in a piece of data from your case study



	
	
	Discussion Leaders:

	


Week Six

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	October 2
	
	

	
	
	The Case Study
	e-reserve, Kutz, Chapters 1,2 and Appendix from Literacy and Language
Tape ten minutes of your tutoring session, transcribe and bring to class

	
	
	Discussion Leaders:

	


Week Seven 

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur


	October 9
	
	

	
	
	Language and Literacy
	Daniels, A Community of Friendship and LCS, Ramdas
Analyze your case study data for gender issues

	
	
	Discussion Leaders:

	


Week Eight

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	October 16
	
	

	
	
	Women and Literacy
	LP, Chapter 4 and LCS, Heath
Analyze your case study data for class issues

	
	
	Discussion Leaders:

	


Week Nine 

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	October 23
	Literacy and Class
	

	
	
	
	LP, Chapter 5 and LCS, Hull, Kirsch et al
Discuss the work situation of your tutee, how it helps or impedes literacy development

	
	
	Discussion Leaders:

	


Week Ten 

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	October 30
	Literacy and Work
	

	
	
	
	LCS, Arnove, Graff, Dias et al, Lytle 
What are the political factors that influence your tutee and her learning?

	
	 
	Discussion Leaders:

	


Week Eleven

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	November6
	
	

	
	
	Literacy and Politics
	LCS: Graff, McHenry and Heath, Gere
What are the historical factors that affect your tutee and her learning?

	
	
	Discussion Leaders:

	


Week Twelve

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	November 13
	
	

	
	
	Historical Perspectives on Literacy
	e-reserve, Bishop, Goodall

Bring draft of a section of your case study for workshop

	
	
	Discussion Leaders

	


Week Thirteen

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	November 20
	
	

	
	
	Workshop on Case Studies
	

	
	
	
	


Week Fourteen

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	November 27
	
	

	
	
	NO CLASS--THANKSGIVING
Arrange for a conference before the holiday

	

	
	
	
	


Week Fifteen

	Day
	Date
	Class
	Homework/reading
(due the following class meeting)

	Thur
	December 4
	
	

	
	
	Last Class!!! PARTY and Sharing of Final Projects
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