English 693:  Classical Rhetoric

Fall 2008:  Mondays, 6:30-9:30 pm

Instructor:  Walter Beale 256-0386 (office), 379-1430 (home) or whbeale@uncg.edu
Office:  HHRA 3109     Offfice Hours: Tuesday, Thursday 1-3; Wednesday 10-12 
Focus:  In this seminar we will survey the origins, developments, and competing views of rhetoric in classical antiquity.  In addition, we will also devote considerable attention to the content, significance, and continuing influence of Renaissance and modern revivals of classical rhetoric—in theory, criticism, and pedagogy.  We will spend a considerable amount of seminar time reading and exploring primary texts, along with modern commentaries.  This course is designed for students with specializations in literature and theory as well as in rhetoric and composition studies.  The principal course project will be an essay/conference presentation exploring the relevance of an aspect of (or a text from) classical rhetoric to one of these areas.

Texts:  Bizzell/Herzberg, eds.  The Rhetorical Tradition, 2nd ed.


Conley, Rhetoric in the European Tradition

Course Requirements

Weekly report/exploration/reflection:  This will be (depending on where we are in the course) either an assigned article or chapter summary (from our reserve list or from scholarly journals), a focused reflection on readings for the week, an exploration of key terminology, or a particular line of inquiry that you want to pursue.  I’ll ask you to submit these 1-2 page writings to me on the day of class, either on paper or by email attachment.  In a number of cases I’ll ask you to report on these in class and/or to post on Blackboard.

Proposal for conference presentation:  This will be a brief oral/written prospectus, accompanied by an annotated bibliography, for a specific topic you want to pursue related to classical rhetoric, its history, or its modern appropriations.

Individual presentation:  You will present a 20-minute conference talk, based on a 7-10 page draft of your paper, which you’ll submit to me.

Synthesis for Semester:  As accompaniment to a brief (7 min.) oral presentation, you will distribute this 3-5 page text to the class during the class period reserved for the final examination.  What do you want to remember about the semester’s work and why?  Your text may include quotations, handouts, tables, a reflection on a particular topic.  I’ll invite you to be inventive but also to work in retrospective references to a fair sampling of common course readings and materials.

Attendance and Participation…are of primary importance in a graduate-level seminar.  I’ll expect you to attend every session, be prepared to discuss assigned readings, make brief reports on especially assigned topics, and bring with you the written assignments for each session.  A rule of thumb:  You cannot make an A in the course if you miss more than one class; you can’t make a B if you miss more than two.
References and Resources

Theresa Enos, ed.  Encyclopedia of Rhetoric and Composition
Richard A. Lanham, A Handlist of Rhetorical Terms
George Kennedy, A New History of Classical Rhetoric
Thomas Sloane, ed. Encyclopedia of Rhetoric
Web Sites

any Greek alphabet chart

Silva Rhetoricae:  The Forest of Rhetoric

International society for the History of rhetoric

Internet Classics Archive

A Glossary of Rhetorical Terms with Examples (U. of Kentucky)

The Bedford Bibliography for Teachers of Writing 

Journals

Rhetoric Society Quarterly
Rhetoric Review
Philosophy and Rhetoric
Rhetorica
Quarterly Journal of Speech
