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Satire

The Arts of Persuasion and Critique

ENG 717 Studies in the Eighteenth Century

Tuesday 6:30-9:20, MHRA 3207

Jennifer Keith
Office: MHRA 3322 ; tel. 334-4692

Office hours: M 2-3, W 10-11, Th 2-3

e-mail: jmkeith@uncg.edu
Satire’s origins have been linked to the magical powers of the curse: the ancient Greek satirist Archilochus reputedly rhymed his victims to death. Aside from its legacy in phrases such as “rapier wit,” what is the nature of satiric violence and its relation to the body?  Is the satirist motivated by an idealistic impulse to reform or, simply, by sadism? Readings will include theories of satire, irony, wit, and history, and we will consider how these theories include or exclude satires by women. Throughout the course we will attend to the rhetorical techniques used by satirists to persuade and reform the reader. If satire is one of the chief artistic modes for reforming society, why is the Enlightenment era identified as the great Age of Satire, and what is the state of satire today?

Learning Goals:  This version of Studies in Eighteenth-Century British Literature is designed specifically to help graduate students 

· understand the motives, effects, and stakes of satirical writing, especially as they relate to political, religious, moral, and epistemological positions in the Enlightenment; 

· develop an awareness of stylistic features in the service of satire, both within and outside of Restoration and eighteenth-century British culture;

· evaluate literary and cultural criticism;

· analyze a text in its literary, cultural, and critical contexts, culminating in a seminar paper of publishable quality.

Texts:

William Blake, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell. Oxford facsimile.  ISBN: 0192811677

Henry Fielding, Joseph Andrews. Oxford. ISBN: 019283343

William Hogarth, Engravings by Hogarth. Dover. ISBN: 0486224794

Alexander Pope, Poetry and Prose. Houghton Mifflin. ISBN: 0395051568

Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, ed. Claude Rawson. ISBN: 13 9780192805348

Voltaire, Candide. Penguin. ISBN: 0140440041

Many other texts will be on Blackboard and e-reserve. Always print and bring to class hard copies of all material assigned that day from Blackboard and e-reserve.

Attendance Policy:  Excellent attendance is expected in a graduate seminar.  Please inform me if you will be unable to attend class because you are participating in a conference or are seriously ill. A student who misses three or more classes will be dropped from the course. 

Participation: Much of the success of a graduate seminar depends on your class participation: not only your preparation for class but also your willingness to propose, question, and revise ideas during our discussions.  Although I will ask you to consider certain topics and questions, I encourage and expect you to offer your own in the course of class discussion.  
Your final grade:
Class participation



20%

Oral presentation



25%

Brief satirical composition and essay

15%

Revised seminar paper



40%

Academic Integrity:  I expect every student to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy. Familiarize yourself with this policy to avoid committing plagiarism or any other violation; for more information see the website at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu.  If at any time you have questions about plagiarism—the use of someone else’s ideas or words without indicating their source—please feel free to discuss the matter with me. 

N.B. Please read all introductory and biographical information that accompanies the primary texts listed.

Aug.
26
Introduction

The Sexes

Sept.
2
William Wycherley, The Country Wife (Bb)



John Spurr, “England 1649-1750: Differences Contained?” (Bb)



Charles Knight, “Introduction: The Satiric Frame of Mind” (Bb)





James Turner, “The Properties of Libertinism” (Bb)



Peggy Knapp, “The 'Plyant' Discourse of Wycherley's The Country Wife.”  




SEL: Studies in English Literature, 1500-1900 40.3 (2000): 451-




72. (online via Journal Finder)

9
Aphra Behn, “The Disappointment” and “The Juniper Tree” (Bb)



Earl of Rochester, “The Imperfect Enjoyment,” “A Ramble in St. James’s 



Park,” “Artemisa to Cloe”  (Bb)



Anne Finch, “Ardelia’s Answer to Ephelia” (Bb)



Jonathan Swift, scatological poems and poems to Stella (Bb)



Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, “The Reasons that Induced Dr S[wift] to 




write a Poem call’d the Lady’s Dressing room” (Bb)



Eliza Haywood, “Fantomina”  (Bb)



Dustin Griffin, “Theories of Satire” (Bb)





Fredric Bogel, “A Theory of Satiric Rhetoric” (Bb)

Howard Weinbrot, “Masked Men and Satire and Pope” (Bb)


Melissa Sanchez, “Libertinism and Romance in Rochester's Poetry.” 




Eighteenth-Century Studies 38.3 (2005): 441-59. (online via




 Journal Finder)

16
Alexander Pope, The Rape of the Lock, To a Lady (in Williams, pp. 78-




100, 167-75)


Finch, “To Mr. Pope in answer to a copy of verses, occasion’d by a little 



dispute, upon four lines in the Rape of the Lock”  (Bb)



John Dryden, from “A Discourse Concerning the Original and Progress 




of Satire” (Bb) 



Helen Deutsch, from Resemblance and Disgrace (Bb)



Carole Fabricant, “Defining Self and Others: Pope and Eighteenth-




Century Gender Ideology.” Criticism  39.4 (1997): 503-29. (online 




via Journal Finder)



Elizabeth Kowaleski-Wallace, “Women, China, and Consumer Culture in




Eighteenth-Century England.” Eighteenth-Century Studies 29.2 




(1995): 153-67. (online via Journal Finder)



John Sitter, “Notes on the Heroic Couplet” (Bb)

The Vain, the Foolish, the Vicious, And the satirist

23
Rochester, “A Satyr against Reason and Mankind” and “Upon Nothing” 




(e-reserve)



Joseph Addison and Richard Steele, selected essays from The Tatler and 




The Spectator (e-reserve)



Swift, “Verses on the Death of Dr. Swift” (e-reserve)




Pope, An Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot, “The First Satire of the Second Book of 




Horace,” Epilogue to the Satires (in Williams, pp. 197-218, 




280-94)



Montagu et al., “Verses Address’d to the Imitator of the First Satire of the




Second Book of Horace” (e-reserve)



Samuel Johnson, The Vanity of Human Wishes (e-reserve)



Sitter, from Arguments of Augustan Wit (e-reserve)




Stephen Karian, “Reading the Material Text of Swift's Verses on the 




Death.” SEL: Studies in English Literature, 1500-1900 41.3 




(2001): 515-44. (online via Journal Finder)
Affairs of State


30
Rochester, “[A Satire on Charles II]” (e-reserve)



Dryden, Absalom and Achitophel, The Medall (e-reserve)



Swift, A Modest Proposal, The Drapier’s Letters (e-reserve)



Montagu, “An Expedient to put a stop to the spreading Vice of 




Corruption” (e-reserve)



Michael McKeon, “Historicizing Absalom and Achitophel” (e-reserve)



James Winn, from John Dryden and His World (e-reserve)


Ronald Paulson, “Dryden and the Energies of Satire” (e-reserve)

writing and Print Culture

Oct.
7
Dryden, Mac Flecknoe (e-reserve)



Swift, Battle of the Books (e-reserve)



Pope, The Dunciad in four books (in Williams, pp. 295-378)



Montagu, “[Her Palace placed beneath a muddy road]” (e-reserve)



Michael Seidel, “Systems Satire: Swift.com” (e-reserve)
 

David Morris, from Alexander Pope: The Genius of Sense (e-reserve) 



Marilyn Francus, “The Monstrous Mother: Reproductive Anxiety in Swift 




and Pope.” ELH 61.4 (1994): 829-51. (online via Journal Finder)
satire and narrative forms


14
Swift, Gulliver’s Travels 



Charles Knight, “Satire and the Novel” (Bb)

21
Fall Break


28
Hogarth, Engravings 



Bindman, from Hogarth and His Times: Serious Comedy (e-reserve)



J. C. D. Clark, “Class, Gender and the Critique of a Hierarchical Society” 




(e-reserve)
Nov.
4
Fielding, Joseph Andrews



Frank Palmeri, from Satire, History, Novel (e-reserve)


11
Voltaire, Candide
satire and eternity


18
William Blake, Marriage of Heaven and Hell



Eynel Wardi, “Space, the Body, and the Text in The Marriage of Heaven 




and Hell.” Orbis Litterarum: International Review of Literary




Studies 58.4 (2003): 253-70. (online via Journal Finder)




25
Presentations: Satiric compositions; 21st-century satire


Dec.
2
Seminar paper workshop 


10
Seminar papers due in my campus mailbox by noon—hard copies only.


16
Tuesday, 7:00-10:00 pm: seminar papers returned.

