Victorian Sexualities

English 721 — Studies in Victorian Literature and Culture

MHRA 3207 / R 6:30-9:20 pm

Annette Van
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MHRA 3318
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TR 2:00-3:15 pm or by appt.
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Mailbox: MHRA 3114

Course Description

Victorian representations and theories of sexuality. Theories of Victorian sexuality. Working our way through a range of texts and disciplinary perspectives, we will test conventional claims of Victorian prudery and sexual repression.

Texts

Brontë, Charlotte: Villette



Collins, Wilkie: The Woman in White
Foucault, M.: The History of Sexuality. Vol. 1
Gaskell, Elizabeth: Mary Barton

Haggard, H. Rider: She



Hardy, Thomas: Tess of the D’Urbervilles
Stoker, Bram: Dracula



Wilde, Oscar: The Picture of Dorian Gray
All other texts are available through E-Reserve or on BlackBoard.

Written Assignments

1)
Due 9/4: annotation of Foucault’s The History of Sexuality. The annotation should: 1) provide full bibliographic citation; 2) briefly summarize the argument; 3) list key terms with definitions (and page numbers); 4) in note form, denote any connections to other texts and/or authors as well as critiques, observations, and/or any other helpful items.

2)
Due 9/11: 1-page, single-spaced, close reading of a brief quote of your choosing from Mary Barton.

4)
Due 10/2: 1-page, single-spaced, application of either Showalter or Foucault (“Panopticon”) to The Woman in White. 

5)
Due 10/16: 4-5 page analysis of scholarly article. Select a scholarly article written within the last twenty years that discusses Tess of the D’Urbervilles. In your analysis, you are expected to perform 4 critical tasks: a) offer a brief summary of the article’s argument; b) present a description of the article’s methodology; c) position the article within a larger context (thus, analyzing the article’s larger ramifications and/or implications); d) deliver a critique of the article.

7)
Due 12/4: Proposal for final paper, which will be workshopped by the class. Proposal will consist of 2 components: a) a 2 page narrative description of the intended topic/focus, methodology, and argument of the Final Paper and b) an annotated bibliography of at least 4 critical articles that pertain to the topic and/or argument. Students will provide sufficient copies.

8)
Due Monday 12/15 at 5pm: Final Paper—an article-length (15-20 pages) scholarly paper.

Group Presentation

Students will be divided into 6 groups and assigned a novel. Each group will be responsible for facilitating discussion for the first half of the class corresponding to their assigned novel. Groups should be prepared: 1) with topics, questions, quotations, arguments, page numbers, etc.; 2) to facilitate actively discussion by responding to and connecting comments, questions, etc.

August 27
September 4

Foucault, M.: The History of Sexuality. Vol. 1. (Parts One, Two, 3 and up to Part 4. Ch.2)

Hewitt, M.: “Why the Notion of Victorian Britain Does Make Sense”

Price, Richard: “Should we Abandon the Idea of the Victorian Period?”

Weeks, J: “‘That Damned Morality’: Sex in Victorian Ideology”

September 11 — Mary Barton
September 18

Poovey, M.: “Speaking of the Body: Mid-Victorian Constructions of Female Desire”

Walkowitz, J.: “The Common Prostitute in Vict. Britain,” “Social Science and the Great Social Evil”

Butler, J.: “Social Purity”

September 25 — The Woman in White

Brantlinger, P.: “What is ‘Sensational’ about the ‘Sensation’ Novel?”

October 2

Foucault, M.: “Panopticism” (from Discipline and Punish)

Showalter, E.: “The Rise of the Victorian Madwoman”

October 9 — Villette

October 16 — Tess

October 23

Porter, R. and L. Hall: “From the Primeval Protozoa to the Laboratory”

Jann, R.: “Darwin and the Anthropologists”

Darwin, C.: “Natural Selection” from Origin of Species, “General Summary” from Descent of Man

October 30 — Dracula

November 6

Arata, S.: “Dracula and the Anxiety of Reverse Colonization”
Craft, C.: “‘Kiss Me with Those Red Lips:’ Gender and Inversion in Bram Stoker’s Dracula”

Krafft-Ebing, R.: excerpts from Psycopathia Sexualis (sel. from “General Pathology”)

November 13 — She

Chrisman, L. “The Imperial Unconscious?”

November 20 — Dorian Gray

Nordau, M.: excerpt from Degeneration (sel. from “Decadents and Aesthetes”)

November 27 — Thanksgiving Holiday

December 4 — Proposal Workshop

