English 746

Studies in Contemporary Rhetorical Theory: Political Rhetoric

Tuesday, 6:30

Hephzibah Roskelly

Office: 3123 Hum. Bldg./ 334-3280/roskellh@uncg.edu
Office hours: T 4-5:30 and by appt.

We take our word politics from the Greeks. The polis were the people, and it was the people—some of them—who decided matters of civic importance; by debate, by mandate, by vote and by cultural example.  The rhetor helped politics to flourish: as the good person speaking well, he was eloquent and ethical, and that combination has been important to conceptions of political rhetoric ever since.  In this course, we examine the roots of the rhetoric of the polis in Plato, Aristotle, Sappho and the many branches in rhetorical theory of the 20th and 21st centuries in the work of Toulmin, Foss and Griffin, Richards, Perelman, Williams and others. We will analyze rhetorical performances of political activists and leaders, discuss the sometimes vexed connections between ethics and persuasion, and write on the issues of  our own day.  We have the good fortune of investigating how theory is put to the test of practice, using the American presidential campaign to consider how ethics and eloquence play a part in political rhetoric this fall.

You’ll write weekly journal entries, produce one group project, lead part of a seminar, and produce a seminar paper.

Required texts:

Tessitore, Reading Aristotle’s Ethics

Nussbaum, For Love of Country

Toulmin, The Uses of Argument

Williams, The Alchemy of Race and Rights

Week 1: Aug. 26  Introduction: Eloquence and ethics: examples

Elbow, on real voice
Week 2: Sept. 2:   Aristotle on ethics.   Rhetoric, Book 2 (ereserve) 

Nichomachean Ethics 

Week 3: Sept 9:  DUE: Platonic dialogue on ethical dilemma

Feminist rhetorical theory: Foss and Griffin (ereserve)*

             Sappho  (ereserve)

Week 4: Sept. 16:  Toulmin, lst half. *

               Inclass: political rhetoric practice: warrants in editorials

Week 5: Sept. 23: Toulmin, complete; Perelman (ereserve)*

               In class: political rhetoric practice—YouTube vs. the speech

Week 6: Sept. 30: DUE: examples of political rhetoric in visual and language

                               Groups present

 

      Ong (ereserve)* Williams*

Week 7: Oct. 7: DUE: group plan for campaign



Orwell (ereserve) *

Week 8: Oct. 14: Fall Break

Week 9: Oct. 21: Nussbaum, selections*  

                            DUE: progress report on campaign

Week 10: Oct. 28: DUE: group presentations on campaign

Week 11: Nov. 4: Election: TBA

Week 12: Nov. 11: Film viewing:politics in the movies film and rhetoric (ereserve)

Week 13: Nov. 18: Review of rhetoric in film**



  DUE: prospectus for seminar paper

Week 14: Nov. 25 NO CLASS

Week 15: Dec. 2: Examples of political rhetoric*

                           Nussbaum, selections*



    Workshop on seminar papers—eloquence and ethics

Week 16: Final presentations, eloquent last words

Seminar papers are due before the end of the day December 12.

                               , 
