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Course Overview:

This course is designed for new teaching assistants in the English department’s first-year composition program at UNCG. To this end, our time in class will be devoted to learning more about the field of composition studies in order to develop and improve our pedagogical strategies in the first-year classroom. Students will read current and seminal past scholarship on the teaching of first-year writing; the history and practices of first-year writing as a sub-discipline within English studies; and the theoretical considerations which writing teachers bring to their classrooms when developing their pedagogies.  Students will also complete a number of writing assignments designed to improve their knowledge of the teaching of writing and further develop their professional teaching portfolios. 

Course Pre-Requisite:

Graduate Standing and Teaching Assistantship in the UNCG English Department.

Course Requirements (and % of Final Course Grade):
•Eight reader response papers of 3-4 pages each, on course readings (50%)



These response papers are designed to “jump-start” our weekly discussions, as 


well as help class members to better internalize and conceptualize the readings in 


the context of our own teaching (and writing).  Responses should be posted on our 

course web site by 11:00 AM on the day of class/due date and also submitted to me in 

paper form at class time. 

•One 4-5 page book review of a current composition reader, rhetoric, or handbook (10%)



The book review has two aims: (1) to allow class members to practice writing a 


quasi-professional document (as book reviews are one way in which PhD students 

“break into” the publishing circuit, via publication in field journals) and (2) to begin the 

process of text selection for Spring 2009—either for ENG 101 or ENG 102 (depending 

upon individual course assignment/s).  The review therefore should be of a book that 

the class member will USE in his or her Spring 2009 teaching. 

•A final teaching portfolio based on your ENG 101 class at UNCG for Fall 2008 (30%)



The portfolio, which serves as a professional document of one’s teaching, will 


include the following:


- A 1-page teaching philosophy

- A 4-5 page essay that articulates the connections between our 747 course readings and your approach to and methods of teaching ENG 101 at UNCG

- A “meta-commentary” essay of 4-5 pages on two writing assignments that you 
assigned in ENG 101, with a reflection on your goals in designing and requiring these 
assignments; how successful those assignments were; and what you would 
change in the future.

•Regular participation in discussions on our course web site (see URL, above; 10%)



As this is a graduate seminar, regular participation both in class and out of class, 


on the course web site, is expected.  Students will occasionally also be asked to 


lead discussion individually or in small groups. 

Course Texts:

Berlin, James. Rhetoric and Reality: Writing Instruction in American Colleges, 1900-1985.  
Carbondale: Southern Illinois University P, 1987.

Crowley, Sharon. Composition in the University. Pittsburgh: Pitt UP, 2002.
Hesse, Douglas.  DU Writing Program Guide (distributed at UNCG TA Orientation)
Howard, Rebecca Moore and Amy Robillard, Eds. Pluralizing Plagiarism: Identities, Contexts, 
Pedagogies.  Portsmouth, NH: Boyton/Cook, 2008. 

Hunt, Douglas. Misunderstanding the Assignment: Teenage Students, College Writing, and the Pains 
of Growth. Portsmouth, NH: Boynton/Cook, 2002.

Leki, Ilona Understanding ESL Writers. Portsmouth, NH: Boyton/Cook, 1992.
Villanueva, Victor. Cross-Talk in Composition Theory. 2nd Ed.  Urbana, IL: NCTE, 2002. 
A few other articles/readings will also be distributed in class or via the course web page.  
Attendance:

As this course meets only once weekly, it is critical that students attend all meetings.  If an emergency arises and a class member cannot attend class, he or she should contact either myself or Will Duffy and arrange to make up the work.  Students who must miss more than two class sessions will not receive credit for the course.  Students who have protracted illnesses or other chronic health situations which may affect their attendance should speak with me.

Late Work:

Please turn in all work on the day that it is due.  I will accept late work, but it will be accepted with a grade penalty, in fairness to other students.   Again, if the late work is a result of an extended illness or other emergency, please speak with myself or Will Duffy.
Course Outline (Subject to Change)

Week 1
August 27

Introductions and Overview





Reading: Hesse, DU Program Guide and UNCG’s 

Writing Matters 
Week 2
September 3

Histories of Composition and Rhetoric, Part 1





Reading: Berlin, Rhetoric and Reality





RR #1 Due  

Week 3
September 10

Histories of Composition and Rhetoric, Part 2





Reading: Crowley, Composition in the University






RR #2 Due  

Week 4
September 17

Studying Students: Who/What/Why is a First-Year Writer?





Reading: Hunt, Misunderstanding the Assignment






RR #3 Due 

Week 5
September 24

Composition Theory/Composition Practice





Reading: from Cross-Talk: Bartholomae - "Inventing the 





University"; Rose - "The Language of Exclusion";

Hairston - "Diversity, Ideology, and Teaching Writing";  and Miller - "The Arts of Complicity" (handout)





RR #4 Due

Week 6
October 1

Composition Theory/Composition Practice





Reading: from Cross-Talk: Murray - "Teach 






Writing as a Process not Product”; Emig - "Writing as 





a Mode of Learning": Perl - " The Composing 






Process of Unskilled College Writers” and Kastman-





Breuthe






RR #5 Due

Week 7
October 8

Composition Theory/Composition Practice
Reading: from Cross-Talk: Flower and Hayes - "A 





Cognitive Process Theory of Writing"; Berthoff - "Is 




Teaching Still Possible?"; and Bizzell - "Cognition, 





Convention, and Certainty"








RR #6 Due
Week 8
October 15

Book Review Draft Workshop; MT conferences

Week 9
October 22

Plagiarism and Authorship





Reading: Howard/Robillard, Pluralizing Plagiarism






Book Review (Revision) Due

Week 10
October 29

Writing Assignments





Reading: from Cross-Talk: Bruffee - "Collaborative 





Learning and the Conversation of Mankind"; 

Myers - "Reality, Consensus, and Reform..."; 

Trimbur - "Consensus and Difference in Collaborative Learning"; and Anson, “Teaching Writing in a Culture of Technology”

RR #7 Due

Week 11
November 5

Responding to Student Writing






Reading: from Cross-Talk; Sommers - "Revision Strategies 




of Student Writers..."; Hartwell - "Grammar, Grammars, 





and the Teaching of Grammar"; and Miller - "Fault Lines in 




the Contact Zone" (handout)






RR #8 Due

Week 12
November 12

Grading Student Writing





Reading: Selections from Zak and Weaver (handout), Portfolio 




Keeping (Nedra Reynolds; distributed at orientation)
Week 13
November 19

ESL students and NNS in English 101/102





Reading: Leki, Understanding ESL Writers





Guest Speaker TBA

Week 14
November 26

NO CLASS-THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

Week 15
December 3

Portfolio Presentations; Wrap-Up; Evaluations

Final Portfolios DUE Monday, December 8th by 12 Noon.  Portfolios will be returned in January 2009 with comments.
