English 251-03 Major American Authors: Colonial to Romantic

Fall 2008
Jim Clark - Office: 3304 Humanities (334-5459) jlclark@uncg.edu
Hours: (M-Th) 11-12
Text: Norton Anthology of American Literature, Vol. A&B, 7th ed

Attendance: You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned material. After your third unexcused absence, you will be placed on probation; after your fourth, you will receive a grade of WF.
Grades:  There will be three essay exams, each counting 30% of course grade. Class participation (including quiz grades) counts 10%. A late exam is penalized one letter grade per day late.

Honor Code: Exams are governed by the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy. Be sure to acquaint yourself with the provisions of the Policy in the Student Handbook. Each exam must have a signed statement of the Policy.

Tentative Schedule
Aug. 26 (T)
 Introduction

Aug. 28 (Th) 
 “Beginnings to 1700,” pp. 1-16; Creation Stories, pp. 17-31; Cabeza de Vaca, pp. 40-45
Sept. 2 (T)
Bradford, pp. 104-130, 136-137; Morton, pp. 138-146


Sept. 4 (Th)
Bradstreet, pp. 187-189, 193-217
Sept. 9 (T)
Rowlandson, pp. 235-267
Sept. 11 (Th)
 Taylor, pp. 267-287
Sept. 16 (T)      
Mather, pp. 307-313; Edwards, pp. 384-389, 396-397, 425-436
Sept. 18  (Th)
Essay Exam #1


Sept. 23 (T)
“American Literature 1700-1820,” pp. 357-367; “Native Americans: Contact and Conflict,” pp. 437-438; Franklin, pp. 449-457, 526-534


Sept. 25 (Th)
Murray, pp. 724-733; Wheatley, pp. 751-753;  “American Literature 1820-1865,” pp. 929-950; Irving, pp. 951-965


Sept. 30 (T)
 Irving, pp. 965-985
Oct. 2 (Th)
Cooper, pp. 985-988, 995-1002; Bryant, pp. 1044-1051
Oct. 7 (T)
Sedgwick, pp. 1009-1028 ; Kirkland, pp. 1068-1078
Oct. 9  (Th)
Emerson, pp. 1106-1113, 1138-1151, 1151-1163
Oct. 14 (T)
Emerson, pp. 1180-1195
Oct. 16 (Th)
Thoreau, pp. 1853-1875, 1919-1923
Oct. 23 (Th)
Douglass, pp. 2060-2105


Oct. 28 (T)
Essay Exam #2   


Oct. 30 (Th)
Hawthorne, pp. 1272-1288

Nov. 4 (T)
Hawthorne, pp. 1289-1298 

Nov. 6 (Th)
Hawthorne, pp. 1311-1320, 1332-1352
Nov. 11 (T)
Poe, pp. 1528-1532, 1589-1592, 1593-1599

Nov. 13 (Th)
Poe, 1612-1616, 1553-1565
Nov. 18 (T)
Melville, pp. 2304-2308, 2363-2389
Nov. 20 (Th)
Melville, pp. 2468-2523


Nov. 25 (T)
Stowe, pp. 1698-1708; Jacobs, pp. 1808-1821



Dec. 2 (T)
Fern, pp. 1792-1796, 1799-1800



Dickinson, pp. 2554-2558
Dec. 4 (Th)
Whitman, pp. 2190-2209, 2267-2272, 2282-2288, “Passage to India” (handout)



Dec. 11 (Th) 
Final Essay Exam #3 (8-11 a.m.)
Learning Goals:  At the completion of this course, you should be able to 1) identify and understand varied characteristics of literature 2) apply techniques of literary analysis to texts 3) use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing 4) demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted.

