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Course Description

What’s up and welcome!  The purpose of this course is to develop your critical thinking and writing skills through challenging reading and writing assignments.  We will read a lot and write a lot.  Our class will be broken up into 5 units.  Each unit will focus on its own individual writing, and during the final unit we will tie all our writing from the entire semester together in preparation for the portfolio.  You’ll write 3 short essays outside of class, develop 2 shorter essays inside and outside of class, and compile all of this writing into a final portfolio.  The goal is for you to encounter a wide variety of thoughts and ideas, and to face these ideas in your personal life, in the classroom, and most importantly, in your writing.  You should develop some of your own goals for this class, but some of the university’s goals for you are to develop the:

· Ability to write and speak clearly, coherently, and effectively as well as to adapt modes of communication to one’s audience;
· Ability to interpret academic writing and discourse in a variety of disciplines;
· Ability to locate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information.
And here are a few of my goals for you:

· To figure out what approach to writing works best for you, to learn who you are as a writer;

· To be able to apply writing and thinking skills from this class to other classes throughout the university;

· To become a responsible scholar in your time management, research, and treatment of other people’s ideas;

· To learn how to research areas of interest and importance to your life goals beyond the Composition classroom;

· To enjoy yourself in the classroom and in the university in general.

Required Materials

Graff, Gerald and Birkenstein, Cathy.  They Say I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic 

Writing.  New York: Norton, 2006.

Norgaard, Rolf.  Composing Knowledge: Readings for College Writers.  Boston: Bedford/St. 

Martin’s, 2007.

Department of English.  Writing Matters.  Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt, 2008..

Assignments

In-Class Writing: You will occasionally brainstorm and develop ideas in class.  You will be provided with specific prompts and will write for set amounts of time in relation to these prompts.  These writings will be incorporated into your portfolio.
Essays: You will write three major essays outside of class this semester:


Essay #1– Will be a “They Say, I Say” essay based “From Outside, In” (5 pages) 

Essay #2– Will focus on “Teaching New Worlds / New Words” (5 pages)

Essay #3– Will focus on “Inventing the University” (5 pages)

You will write two short essays outside of class this semester:


Conclusion Essay—Will focus on tying all three major essays together (2-3 pages)


Introduction Essay—Will go back in time and introduce the ideas of the class (2-3 pages)

ALL DRAFTS of these essays will be included in your portfolios so KEEP EVERYTHING!!
Workshopping: Prior to the final due date of each essay, you will participate in group workshops.  In these workshops you will exchange papers with your classmates and read each other’s work.  The purpose of these workshops is to provide you with feedback on your paper prior to the final due date.  On the day that we workshop your papers together in class, you must have a COMPLETE draft of your paper.  If you do not have a complete draft of your essay, you will be counted absent.

Portfolio: Your portfolio will be your body of work from this semester.  It will include every draft of all essays and in-class writings.  The journal makes up the bulk of your grade because it testifies to your progress through the semester.  The English department holds an annual portfolio contest, so keep that in mind.  Keep everything!  You need to purchase a 3 ring binder or folder of some sort that will accommodate hole-punched paper to organize your entire semester’s worth of writing.  The portfolio is the most important aspect of our class with regard to your grade; so take the assignments, readings, and revisions seriously.  We’ll discuss details in class.

Grading Breakdown




Grading Scale
Portfolio


50%


90–100
A

Essay Drafts    

30%


80–89

B

Attendance/Participation
20%


70–79

C








60–69

D







  0–59

F

Course Requirements & Expectations
Attendance: You are expected to attend every class meeting.  There is no such thing as an “excused” or “unexcused” absence.  Thus, if you miss class you do not need to provide me with a reason or excuse.  You’ll be allowed 3 absences.  After missing 3 class meetings, each additional absence will directly affect your grade.  For each absence after 3 absences, I will subtract half a letter grade from your FINAL grade.  Per English Department policy, 6 absences will result in failure for the course.  Remember that 20% of your grade depends on your attendance and in-class participation.  How can you learn the value of class discussion if you’re not here?  You will all depend on each other for your learning in this class, so BE HERE!  Also: if you are habitually late (3 times or more) I will count your constant tardiness as an absence.  

The only way to earn 100% of your attendance/participation grade is to be here for every class, and to participate actively.
Being a Responsible Human:  Our class will begin at 8:00am Eastern Standard Time.  Please be on time.  Your punctuality reflects personal responsibility and your level of commitment.  Also, being on time shows respect for your classmates and for your instructor.

· PLEASE: No cell phones in class.  Turn them off, put them away.  We have a clock on the wall.  No calls, no text messaging, no alarms, no iPods, no electronic distractions of any kind please!!

· Please do not bring food to class.  You may bring bottled water if you need liquid refreshment.

· Respect one another.  Lively discussion is a goal of the course, but remember to treat one another with respect.  Do not interrupt speakers, and do not insult your peers.  Disagreements are great, but discussion will be polite.  
I do not tolerate any language that is sexist, racist, or homophobic.  Everyone is entitled to her or his own view, but we will not discuss issues using discriminatory language.

Work & Preparation: Come to class prepared!  Do the work that needs to be done outside class, and come to class ready to discuss, question, listen, and participate in general.  Turn in all work on time.  
· I accept late work with a penalty of 1 letter grade off per day late, no exceptions!  I will use my discretion in the event of an unforeseen tragedy.  If you miss class on the day an assignment is due, you are still responsible for having your work turned in that day.  All late work must be turned in to my box or my office, I do not accept work via email.
· Failing to complete any single assignment for the course could result in a failing grade for the entire course!!  All assignments are required assignments.  I do not accept assignments submitted electronically.
· Turn in all work in MLA Format (1” margins, double-spaced, 12pt. font), and be sure to cite anything you do not come up with yourself.  

Conferences: Each student MUST meet with me outside class twice during the semester.  Preferably, we should meet once right before or after spring break, and then again near the end of the semester so that I can help you with any questions or problems with your final portfolio.  I will not pass out a sign-up sheet.  You need to take it upon yourself to come by my office during my office hours, or to make an appointment.  I WILL keep track of who comes to see me and who doesn’t, and if you do not meet with me twice I will count your lack of interest as an absence.

Writing Center: I highly recommend that all of you visit the University Writing Center in MHRA 3211 at least once during the semester.  If you surpass the allowable number of absences (3) I will excuse one absence for every two visits to the Writing Center (so it’s a 2:1 ratio, Writing Center visits to absences)  So, let’s say you miss four class meetings, but you visit the Writing Center twice, then it’s as if you’ve only missed three class meetings.  I will only do this for absences beyond your 3 allowable absences.  Nothing can erase your 3 allowable absences.

Academic Integrity: PLEASE: just do all the assignments.  Work hard, and be sure to give credit to others when appropriate.  If you have a question about whether or not to cite a source, go ahead and cite first, ask questions later.  If you are caught plagiarizing (stealing other people’s ideas), you will automatically receive a failing grade for the assignment, your name will be turned in to your advisor, and you could potentially face more serious consequences based on your attitude towards this offense.  If you have a question about plagiarism, please talk to any professor, administrator, or see the University Policy on academic integrity.  For the University policy on plagiarism, go to: http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/policy/academicintegrity/  

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities.  In order to take advantage of available accommodations, students must notify the professor prior to the second meeting of class, and you must also contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.  For more info: http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/ 
Course Schedule  (subject to change throughout the semester)
         
All reading should be done before the class time in which it is listed.
CK—Composing Knowledge
TSIS—They Say / I Say
WM—Writing Matters
UNIT 1—Different Kinds of Language
W 1/21 
Introductions


Syllabus

F 1/23

WM—“English 101: A Primer” 3-6


Writing Process Reflection
M 1/26

CK—“Disliking Books at an Early Age” 111-116
WM—“The Art of Reading” 27-31
W 1/28

TSIS—“Introduction” 1-14

F 1/30

CK—“From Outside, In” 76-85
M 2/2

TSIS—“They Say” 17-27


TSIS—“Her Point Is” 28-38

W 2/4

TSIS—“Yes / No / Okay, But” 51-63


Essay #1 Handout

F 2/6

 CK—“Talking Back to Books” 380-385



Answer “Working with the Text” Question 1—Bring Short Essays to Class
M 2/9

Essay #1 Complete Draft In-Class Workshop
W 2/11

Selections from Narrative of a Life of Frederick Douglass 
F 2/13

ESSAY #1 DUE


Reflection
UNIT 2—Language and Power
M 2/16

CK—“Other Voices, Other Rooms” 163-169
W 2/18

CK—“Teaching New Worlds/New Words” 172-178


Essay #2 Handout
F 2/20

CLASS CANCELLED 
M 2/23

WM—“Fundamental Concepts of Rhetoric” 7-15
W 2/25

TSIS—“Ain’t So / Is Not” 115-122
F 2/27

Selections from Michael Eric Dyson’s Essay:

“Shakespeare and Smokey Robinson: Revisiting the Culture Wars”
M 3/2

Essay #2 Complete Draft In-Class Workshop
W 3/4

Writing Process Midterm Reflection


WM—“Hindsight, Foresight, and Insight” 106-109


F 3/6

ESSAY #2 DUE


Reflection
M 3/9

SPRING BREAK
W 3/11

SPRING BREAK
F 3/13

SPRING BREAK

UNIT 3—Applying Language
M 3/16

WM—“Become Dot.Competent” 87-91


CK—“Angels on a Pin: The Barometer Story” 158-160
W 3/18

CK—“Inventing the University” 208-213
F 3/20

TSIS—“Skeptics May Object” 74-87
M 3/23

Selection from Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man:


“Battle Royale
W 3/25

CK—“Seeing” 679-682
F 3/27

CLASS CANCELLED 
M 3/30

Essay #3 Complete Draft In-Class Workshop
W 4/1

CK—“Between the Drafts” 129-138
F 4/3

ESSAY #3 DUE


Reflection
Unit 4—Tying it all Together
M  4/6

TSIS—“As a Result” 101-114
W 4/8

TSIS—“So What?  Who Cares?” 88-97
F 4/10

CLASS CANCELLED—SPRING HOLIDAY 
M 4/13

In-Class Conclusion Workshops
W 4/15

In-Class Conclusion Workshops
F 4/17

CONCLUSION DUE
UNIT 5—What I’m Trying to Say Is:
M 4/20

TSIS—“And Yet” 64-73
W 4/22

Deciphering What You’ve Been Saying
F 4/24

WM—“But a Donkey Didn’t Write That Paper” 113-115


Writing Process Final Reflection

M 4/27

In-Class Introduction Workshops
W 4/29

INTRODUCTION DUE
F 5/1

Portfolio Workshops
FINAL DAY—We’re Done!!
M 5/4

Portfolios Due



Portfolios Will Be Available For Pick-Up During the Final Exam Meeting
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