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ENG 101-3: Introduction to Composition

MHRA 1210   MWF 9-9:50

Office Hours: MWF 12-12:50

	Professor: Tom Christopher

	Contact Information:
Office: 115 McIver Building

Mailbox: 3114 MHRA
	Phone: 334-9846

Email: techris2@uncg.edu


Course Description

This course helps you devise strategies you can apply to all the writing you will do in college. You will learn skills of composing—how to generate ideas, get them onto paper, revise them, and ultimately make them clear and interesting to readers. Writing well involves more than following a set of rules or formulas. It means understanding the relationship between who writers are and who their readers might be. This class aims to help you learn that relationship by practicing it.

During the semester, you will do a lot of writing, both in and out of class. You will write for yourself and for others, analyze your classmates’ texts as well as your own, reflect and respond, argue, and do research. We’ll talk about how you develop your own style, how you develop ideas and how you change them, and how you understand audience. Our discussions will often happen in small groups, and your work in your group is important to your success. Writing in this class will make you more confident of your ability to write for a variety of purposes and help you discover how writing matters to your thinking.

Required Texts

Donald McQuade and Robert Atwan, The Writer’s Presence: a Pool of Readings. 55h Edition
Bedford St. Martin’s, 2006


ISBN: 0-312-43386-7

Sherman Alexie, Reservation Blues. 

Grove Press, 2005

ISBN: 9780802141903
Furthermore, there will be a number of texts posted onto the Library e-reserves or Blackboard (http://blackboard.uncg.edu). It is crucial that you have an active Novell account and print out (and be familiar with) the handouts before class period in which they are to be discussed. I will let you know when there are materials posted onto our Blackboard site, but make it a habit of checking the course’s Blackboard site frequently. We will discuss this matter further in class.

Highly Recommended Texts

• Strunk & White. The Elements of Style. ISBN: 0979660742
• A college level dictionary of some sort
Other Material

• College-rule, loose-leaf paper for in-class writing assignments (no fringy edges)

• A couple of sturdy folders to hold all of your writing for this class (journals and other papers)

• A 1.5" three-ring binder with dividers to act as your portfolio at the midterm and the end of the semester (no huge 3" binders, please!)

• Media for saving your typed writing 

Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of the semester, the student will be able to:

· Interpret and Evaluate argumentative discourse, including writing and speech

· Construct cogent arguments

· Communicate those arguments clearly, coherently, and effectively 

· Locate, synthesize, and evaluate relevant information

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints

Academic Integrity Policy

“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.


On our Blackboard site, I will post a PDF explaining what is meant by plagiarism. Please refer to this document if you are unsure of what constitutes a violation. Ignorance of what constitutes plagiarism is not an acceptable excuse for plagiarism. Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a zero in the assignment. I’m honestly interested in what my students have to say, not what can be found/bought on the internet.
Attendance

Attendance is required for this course. This class requires you to be writing & responding within the classroom community during the class period. Like skipping practice for team sports, you are simply not able to make up that kind of work. Therefore, regular attendance and participation are crucial to your success in this class.


Students are allowed a maximum of three absences without a grade penalty. For every absence beyond those allowed, students will be penalized one-half letter grade. Students who miss six classes will fail the course. If a student is late or leaves class early, it counts as 1/2 an absence. If one has no absences at the end of the semester, the student will receive three extra % points toward his/her final grade. 


The only exceptions to this attendance policy fall under severe circumstances (family emergency, prolonged illnesses, etc.) and are subject to my discretion. For an excused absence, the student could not have possibly come to class and must previously exhibit a good work policy. Appointments scheduled over the class period (doctor’s or otherwise) generally do not count as an excused absence—please discuss the situation with me prior to scheduling the appointment. Any exception must be accompanied with proper documentation. Any work that was missed due to the absence must be made up.

The Grading Policy

You might be surprised to find that your papers and assignments will not be marked with a specific letter grade. This is because the skills you are learning are a matter of use, growth, and improvement—not simply a product. Be assured that if you are putting the required effort into this course, it will reflect in your work, and a strong grade will not be difficult to obtain. Through conferences and critiques, I will keep you posted on whether or not you are putting forth the required effort. The following percentages are to give you a sense of how the material is being weighed for the course. In many ways, your grade will reflect your attitude. Throughout the semester, use my comments to give yourself a sense of my evaluation of your work. Talk with me at anytime during the semester about your grade. 

Class Work

	Timeliness and format of the 3 essays: being on time, the proper page requirement, margins, etc.
	15%

	Class participation, including: discussion, in-class writing, quizzes, group work, and miscellaneous activities
	20%

	3 Conferences with me
	5%

	A Journal of reflections & responses
	20%

	Final Portfolio Containing 25 pages of revised writing
	40%


Assignment Details 

Unless otherwise noted, all assignments should follow MLA style of citations and formatting. In short, all typed assignments should be double-spaced, with a size 12 “times” font, and 1-inch margins. The papers are to be stapled (no folded corners stuff) and turned in at the beginning of the class period in which they are due. (For specific MLA guidelines, please visit Purdue University’s MLA cite, http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/)
Late papers not only will cost points from the “essays” section of your grade, but as much of our class work will be dealing with what you write, it will also inevitably reduce your “class participation” section as well. Plus it will just get on my nerves. I will not go chasing after you for late assignments; you must take responsibility for yourself in this class.

I will not accept assignments over the internet, through email, as attachments, etc. There will be no lateness tolerated for the final portfolio.

The Three Essays

Personal Essay (8-10 pages) 

This essay will be our introduction to the rhetorical situation, analysis, and argument. We will use a variety of essays as models to explore these concepts. Through an investigation and analysis of your own experiences, you will develop and support conclusions about the world in which you live. With a focus on providing evidence as well as effective and coherent organization, we will begin our journey in composing audience-centered writing. 

Research Essay (8-10 pages) 

This essay will be our introduction to library and database research. First, we will examine a few research essays as models and as an introduction to this type of writing. By researching a topic based from Alexie’s Reservation Blues, you will see how research can inform, not only your academic studies, but also your perception of the world. Your research will provide a historical context to this book, and our class will examine the rhetorical situation: the relationship between the author and his audience, the varied “messages” of the text, and the context in which the book was written. In addition, your research will allow you to become the “authority” in the classroom; often times I will ask you to report back and inform the class of your discoveries. For this essay we will introduce ideas of and approaches to persuasion, credibility and authority, while further exercising your skills of argument, organization, and the rhetorical situation.

Argument Essay (8-10 pages)

Our final essay of the semester, we will more deeply explore argument and persuasion. We will be reading a variety of different approaches and methods of argument. From your own interests, you will choose and research a topic, and then develop an argument that provides your audience with a clear, well-supported and convincing stance. This essay will draw on all of the techniques that we have been learning this semester, while adding additional insight to effectively understanding and persuading your audience. 

Class Participation

This portion of your grade should be fairly self-evident. Half of this grade (10%) will be based on your individual performance within the whole class setting: participation within class discussions, quiz grades, full knowledge of the course readings, and so on. The other half will be based on your performance within your group: group discussions, group assignments, and the quality of your responses to your peer’s work. Both are vital to your success in this course. Be warned, I am allowed me to call upon any member of the class to assist in readings or to promote discussion...be prepared, pay attention.

Conferences

Throughout this course, you’ll be required to have three individual conferences with me. We’ll have the first well before mid term so you can look at your “grade-so-far”; the other conferences will fall later in the semester. You are also welcome to meet with me on any other occasions throughout the semester by dropping in at my office hours or scheduling an appointment with me. The conferences are opportunities for you to get some individual assistance, discuss your thoughts about the class, assignments, readings, and your work. Failure to show up prepared for a scheduled conference will negatively affect your grade.

Journals

For this course you will be required to keep an active and up-to-date journal, which will be collected daily. The journal will allow daily analysis and examinations of the class readings. This is not a formal assignment, so handwritten entries on college-rule, loose-leaf paper are completely acceptable (trim jagged edges from spiral notebooks). Please note, although not formal, this is an assignment and required for the course. I will provide you with a handout defining my expectations more fully. 
Portfolios

The portfolio will ultimately be the culmination of your entire work of the semester, a collection of your progress, and a testament to your accomplishments. We will talk about these more as mid-term approaches. But for now, keep everything from this course.

Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.
R-E-S-P-E-C-T

You will, without a doubt, encounter a wide range of personalities, viewpoints, theologies, morals, and opinions in this class. You may be exposed to cultures that you are not accustomed to, ideas and ideals you have never encountered, and arguments you simply cannot agree with.  Each member of our class will be allowed to express his/her views without having to endure personal attacks in or out of class. We are all allowed a voice, and we will treat each other with respect. This includes my relationship to you. Feel free to talk to me at any time if you feel someone is not receiving the respect that they deserve, especially if I am the one disrespecting.  

The University Writing Center

The University Writing Center, MHRA 3211, is for any writer at any level who wants some qualified, outside input on any essay for any class. Call for an appointment, 334-3125, or just drop in. However, please note they are trained to aid you with composition, grammar, etc., but do not expect them to simply proofread your paper for you. Budget time to allow for them to actually help you. Dropping in an hour before the paper is due is a not only a sure way to frustrate yourself and the staff, but also ensures very little improvement of your composition.

The Learning Assistance Center

The Learning Assistance Center offers free services to the entire UNCG undergraduate community and is located in McIver Hall, rooms 101-104, and 150. For help with study skills, contact Erin Farrior, Academic Skills specialist. Telephone: 334-3878; e-mail: lac@uncg.edu. 
Laptop Policy

While computer access will be periodically required for this class, the in-class use of a laptop will not be. Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard website. Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. One violation means no laptop use.

Cell Phone Policy

Please turn off and put away your cell phones during our class period. If your phone repeatedly disrupts the class (or you are constantly fiddling with the phone), it will negatively affect your class participation grade.

Email Policy

For this class, I will email your UNCG email account. Be sure that your email account is active and working. Further, this class requires that you regularly check both your email account and our blackboard site for any potential announcements and updates. 


During the week, I will respond to any class-related email within 24hrs. Over the weekend, this period might be a little longer. Please do not panic if I don’t immediately return your email—I will address all emails in a timely manner. If I have not responded to an email within 48 hours, please resend the email.


Please use an appropriate language and tone in all course-related correspondence, including email. Hastily jotted, angrily demanding or otherwise frustrating or confusing emails will reflect poorly on the sender. Similarly, please refrain from using the “high priority” flags for your emails unless it is truly an emergency. 

Welcome to the Course

Schedule of the Semester

This schedule is only a general idea of where we will be during the semester and is subject to change. More detailed schedules will be posted to Blackboard throughout the semester.

	The Personal Essay

Week 1

	Wed. Jan. 21
	Introduction to the Class

Review Syllabus and Journal Assignments

	Fri. Jan. 23
	Sedaris, “You Can’t Kill the Rooster” (Blackboard)

Paper #1 Assigned (Blackboard)

	Week 2 

	Mon. Jan. 26 
	Hughes, “Salvation” (Atwan & McQuade162)

Introduction to Personal Essays (Blackboard)

Last day to Add/Drop

	Wed. Jan. 28
	Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant” (Atwan & McQuade 221)

	Fri. Jan. 30
	Coffer, “Silent Dancing” (Atwan & McQuade 110)

Paper #1 Topics Due

	Week 3

	Mon. Feb. 2
	Baldwin, “Notes of a Native Son” (Atwan & McQuade 83)

	Wed. Feb. 4
	Introduction to Workshop & Revision

Personal Essay Sample and Workshop Handout (Blackboard)

1st Draft of Paper #1 due to groups—bring copies

	Fri. Feb. 6
	Workshop

	Week 4

	Mon. Feb. 9
	Staples, “Just Walk on By…” (Atwan & McQuade 283)—both versions

	Wed. Feb. 11
	Tan, “Mother Tongue” (Atwan & McQuade 290)

& Sedaris Revision Assignment (Blackboard)

	Fri. Feb. 13
	Eighner, “On Dumpster Diving” (Atwan & McQuade 379)

2nd Draft of Paper #1 due to me

	Week 5

	Mon. Feb. 16
	Conferences (class cancelled)

	Wed. Feb. 18
	Conferences (class cancelled)

	Fri. Feb. 20
	Conferences (class cancelled)


	The Research Essay

Week 6

	Mon. Feb. 23
	Erikson, “The Witches of Salem Village” (Atwan & McQuade 406)

	Wed. Feb. 25
	Alexie, Reservation Blues through Chapter 1

Expository Writing (Blackboard)

Paper #2 Assigned (Blackboard)

	Fri. Feb. 27
	Alexie, Reservation Blues through Chapter 3

	Week 7

	Mon. Mar. 2
	Library

Paper #2 Topics Due

	Wed. Mar. 4
	Alexie, Reservation Blues through Chapter 5

	Fri. Mar. 6
	Alexie, Reservation Blues through Chapter 7

	Week 8

	Mon. Mar. 9 through Fri. Mar. 13: Spring Break—be safe, have fun!

	Week 9

	Mon. Mar. 16 
	Alexie, Reservation Blues, through Chapter 9

(Tues March 17th last day to Drop Classes)

	Wed. Mar. 18
	Alexie, Reservation Blues, whole book

1st Draft of Paper #2 due to groups—bring copies

	Fri. Mar. 20
	Workshop

	Week 10

	Mon. Mar. 23
	Final Portfolio Assignment (Blackboard)

MLA Citations & Plagiarism Handout (Blackboard)

	Wed. Mar. 25
	Armstrong, “Is a Holy War Inevitable?” (Atwan & McQuade 335)

2nd Draft of Paper #2 due to me

	Fri. Mar. 27
	Conferences (class cancelled)

	Week 11

	Mon. Mar. 30
	Conferences (class cancelled)

	Wed. Apr. 1
	Conferences (class cancelled)


	The Argument Essay

	Fri. Apr. 3
	Argumentative Writing (Blackboard)

Paper #3 Assigned (Blackboard)

	Week 12

	Mon. Apr.  6
	Turow, “To Kill or Not to Kill” (Atwan & McQuade 841)

Paper #3 Topics Due

	Wed. Apr. 8
	Letter from the Clergy (Blackboard)—Read this one first

King Jr., “Letter from Birmingham Jail” (Atwan & McQuade 738)

	Fri. Apr. 10
	Spring Holiday

	Week 13

	Mon. Apr. 13
	Silko, “In the Combat Zone” (Atwan & McQuade 793)

	Wed. Apr. 15
	Schlosser, “Why McDonald’s Fries Taste…”(Atwan & McQuade 559)

	Fri. Apr. 17
	Easterbrook, “The Myth of Fingerprints” (Atwan & McQuade 666)

1st Draft of Paper #3 due to groups—bring copies

	Week 14

	Mon. Apr. 20
	Workshop

	Wed. Apr. 22 
	Singer, “The Singer Solution…” (Atwan & McQuade 800)

	Fri. Apr. 24
	Gatto, “Against School” (Atwan & McQuade 688)

2nd Draft of Paper #3 due to me

	Week 15

	Mon. Apr. 27
	Conferences (class cancelled)

	Wed. Apr. 29
	Conferences (class cancelled)

	Fri. May 1
	Conferences (class cancelled)

	Week 16

	Mon. May 4
	Portfolio Review Day

	Tues. May 5
	Last day of class—Portfolio is due
University follows Friday schedule (Class Will Meet)

	Mon. May 11

8-11 am
	If you wish to pick up your portfolio, it will be returned during the Final Exam Period. (If you will be picking up your portfolio, please notify me prior to turning it in.) 


