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Composition I


Course Description: This course is designed to facilitate students’ entry into the university and college-level (academic) writing by further developing students’ analytical reading, critical thinking, and formal writing skills.
Course Objectives / Student Learning Goals: This course is designed to


-- help students develop the ability to analyze texts, construct cogent 

arguments, and provide evidence for their ideas in writing;


-- provide students with multiple examples of argumentative and analytical 

discourse as illustrated via student and professional/published texts;


-- introduce students to rhetorical concepts of audience, writer, message and 

context, and how to employ these in both formal and informal writing situations;


-- help students develop the ability to summarize, paraphrase, and use direct 

quotations in writing;


-- promote to student writers the value of writing-to-learn through sequenced 

assignments rooted in a common theme or focus;


--introduce students to the act of writing as a public and community-based 

process through the activities of drafting, peer review, and revision.
Required Texts

Writing Matters (Ed. Brandy Grabow, Laurie Lyda, Melissa J. Richard); Kendall/Hunt, 

2008. ISBN-13: 9780757554780

They Say/I Say (Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein); W.W. Norton, 2006.

ISBN-3: 9780393924091

Composing Knowledge. (Ed. Rolf Norgaard); Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007.

ISBN-13: 9780312153137
Assignments
Papers: There will be three formal papers assigned over the course of the semester. The first paper (10% of your final grade) will require you to analyze and summarize two texts by way of comparing and contrasting the authors’ stances on particular issue. The second paper (15% of your final grade) will require you to identify your own argument with regard to a particular issue and contextualize that argument as a response to another’s argument. The third paper (15% of your final grade) will require you to identify your own argument on a particular issue and contextualize that argument within a broader discourse through research and extensive citation of external sources.

Reading Responses / Discussion Board Postings: You will also be required to write five one-page responses to the assigned readings (no more than one response per text). These responses should not represent or rely on summary, but should explore issues raised by or related to the reading. The final drafts of these responses should be posted to the Discussion Board on the class Blackboard site.

Portfolio: Your portfolio is a collection of the work that you have done over the course of the semester. It will include all drafts of each of the three formal papers assigned as well as the five reading responses. In addition, you will be required to include new revised drafts of no fewer than two of the formal writing assignments (the three full-length papers and five reading responses). Your portfolio will also include an Introduction in which you discuss your work in the course over the semester, explain your reasoning behind the choices made, address the relative strengths and weaknesses of the portfolio, and discuss how you intend to continue to develop as a writer. (A more detailed overview of the portfolio will be presented prior to the first assignment.)

Paper Format: Papers should be typed in Times New Roman, twelve-point font, double-spaced.  All papers should include in the upper left corner of the first page a heading with the course title, the author’s name, and the date; subsequent pages should be numbered in the upper right-hand corner, with the author’s (i.e., your) name appearing with the page number.  The paper should be stapled in the upper left-hand corner.

Student Conferences: All students are required to meet with the instructor for an individual conference during the course of the semester. Conferences will be held during the week of 2-6 March. There will be a sign-up sheet for individual times prior to this week.

Attendance: You must be present for at least half of the class period (twenty-five minutes) to be counted present. Students are allowed a maximum of three absences without a grade penalty. After the third absence, all recorded absences will be taken into consideration, with a participation grade penalty of a half-letter grade for every three absences. Three tardies will be counted as one absence. Students who miss six or more classes will fail the course.

Final Grade: Your final grade for the course will be calculated according to the following:


Paper 1


5 %

Paper 2


10 %

Paper 3


15%

Reading Responses

20% (4% each)

Portfolio


40% 

Participation


10 %

Instructor Availability and E-Mail Response Policy: I hold regular office hours from 9:50 to 10:50 on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, but scheduled appointments at other times may be possible on an individual basis.


I can be contacted via e-mail at dcphill2@uncg.edu. While I try to respond to e-mail as soon as possible, please allow forty-eight hours for responses. If after this period you have not received a response from me, re-send the e-mail.

Academic Integrity Policy: You are expected to know and adhere to the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy. As the Policy states,

academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated.  (From UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>.
Violations of the Policy include, but are not limited to, the following:

Cheating – with a range of possible sanctions from redoing or taking an “F” on an 

assignment to recommendation for expulsion

Plagiarism – with a range of possible sanctions from redoing or taking an “F” on 

an assignment to recommendation for expulsion

Falsification – with a range of possible sanctions from redoing or taking an “F” on 

an assignment to failing the course

Facilitating academic dishonesty – with a range of possible sanctions from taking 

an “F” on an assignment to recommendation for expulsion).

The Policy is available in its entirety at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/
.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.
Exceptions: I understand that not all contingencies can be planned for, and that on occasion exceptions may be called for.  As the instructor, I reserve the right to make such exceptions in special cases.  These decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis according to its particulars.  If you ever feel that such an exception is warranted, discuss the matter with me in a timely fashion.


Class Schedule


[Note: This schedule is subject to change. Changes will be announced either in class or through e-mail; you will be responsible for keeping up with any announced schedule changes yourself….]

Week 1 

21 January

Intro. to Course

23 January

On (“Good”) Writing




Reading: Rogers’ “‘But a Donkey Didn’t Write That

Paper: I Did!’” (WM)



On Portfolios

Week 2

26 January

[Diagnostic Writing]

28 January

On Discourse




Reading: Klass’ “Learning the Language” (CK)




Reading: Mellix’s “From Outside, In” (CK)

30 January

Entering Academic Discourse
Reading: Limerick’s “Dancing with Professors: The

Trouble with Academic Prose” (CK)




Reading: Rose’s “Entering the Conversation” (CK)

Week 3

Reading

2 February

[TBA]




[Reading Response 1 Due]

4 February

How to Read




Reading: “The Art of Reading” (WM)

Reading: Graff’s “Disliking Books at an Early Age” (CK)
6 February

Reading: “They Say” (TS/IS)

Responding Appropriately to Assignment Prompts

Thesis (Statements)

Week 4

9 February

Summary (and Paraphrase)
Reading: “Her Point Is” (TS/IS)

Reading: Orwell’s “What is Science?” (CK)
11 February

Quoting

Reading: “As He Himself Puts It” (TS/IS)

Reading: Kuhn’s “The Essential Tension: Tradition and 

Innovation in Scientific Research” (CK)

13 February

[Thesis (Statement) Due]



Documentation: MLA Style

Week 5

16 February

Revising, Editing, Proofreading

Reading: “What Do We Talk About When We Talk

About Flow?” (WM)




Peer Editing / Draft Workshopping

18 February

Draft Workshop
Responding

20 February

[Paper 1 Due]
On Argument

Reading:  “Yes/No/Okay, But” (TS/IS)



Reading: Pollitt’s “Why We Read: Canon to the Right

of Me” (CK)
Week 6

23 February

Reading: “And Yet” (TS/IS)



Reading: Hass’ “In Your Facebook.com” (CK)




[Reading Response 2 Due]

25 February

Reading: Lee’s “Power: Women and the Word” (CK)




Reading: Sanders’ “The Men We Carry in Our Minds”

(CK)

27 February

Addressing the Opposition

Reading: “Skeptics May Object” (TS/IS)
Week 7

2 March

Reading: Schank’s “Story Skeletons and Story-Fitting”





(CK)

4 March

Addressing the Significance

Reading: “So What? Who Cares?” (TS/IS)




Reading: Smith’s “Homophobia: Why Bring It Up?”

(CK)


 
6 March

Support and Evidence



Reading: Roszak’s “Of Ideas and Data” (CK)




[Reading Response 3 Due]

Week 8

9 March

Spring Break
11 March

Spring Break
13 March

Spring Break
Week 9

16 March

Student Conferences [Thesis (Statement) Due]
18 March

Student Conferences [Thesis (Statement) Due]
20 March

Student Conferences [Thesis (Statement) Due]
Week 10

23 March 

Draft Workshop
Researching

25 March 

[Paper 2 Due]



Reading: “Rethinking Research” (WM)
27 March

Finding/Identifying a Topic

Week 11

30 March

Documentation: APA and CSE Styles

1 April


On Research (as a Process)

3 April


On Sources

Reading: “Become Dot.Competent” (WM)
Week 12

6 April


On Note-Taking



[Topic Due]




[Reading Response 4 Due]
8 April


Reading: Dillard’s “Seeing” (CK)

10 April

No Class
Week 13

13 April

Reading: Berger’s “The White Bird” (CK)

15 April

Reading: Sontag’s “In Plato’s Cave” (CK)

17 April

[Bibliography Due]
Reading: Strauss’ “Photography and Belief” (CK)
Week 14

20 April

Draft Workshop
22 April

[Paper 3 Due]




On Portfolios (II)

24 April

Draft Workshop / Independent Work
Week 15

27 April

Draft Workshop / Independent Work



[Reading Response 5 Due]
29 April

Draft Workshop / Independent Work
1 May


[Portfolios Due]




[TBA]

Week 16

4 May


[TBA]

5 May 


Student Evaluations

13 May

Final Exam Period (8:00-11:00)
