English 101 Sec 09

MWF 12-12:50, MHRA 3208
Mr. Ray, Ray822@hotmail.com
Office: 3210
Hours: MWF 1-2 p.m. and by appointment
Course Description: This course serves as an introduction to college-level writing. The main activity will involve reading, gathering information, crafting arguments, and producing essays as well as other shorter assignments. But we will also devote much class time to discussion of texts and current events. We will draw on a notion of writing that considers audience, purpose, and occasion. When we write, we will consider what our argument is and how we expect to communicate with or persuade others. Too often, writing can be seen as a chore, completed for a grade and according to simple rules and expectations. At UNCG, we see that writing is always an opportunity to express our views, to learn, and to converse. Furthermore, writing is a process of exploration. Many experienced authors depend on writing to help them articulate, and therefore understand, themselves.
A word on the workload: The university expects all English 101 students to produce at least 25 pages of polished writing by the end of the semester (see the portfolio section of the online syllabus). We are also expected to read approximately 40 pages a week in preparation for class discussions. You might struggle at first to keep up, but you’ll be stronger for it. Learning requires self-discipline.
Objectives; By the end of this course you'll be able to:

1. Close-read texts and discuss their structures and language, including their intended audiences, purposes, and occasions
2. Use such texts in generating your own works, including quotations and citations
3. Produce ideas and concepts for short and longer pieces
4. Gather a broad and thorough range of sources, and be able to evaluate their usefulness to your own projects
5. Transition between brainstorming, invention, drafting, and revision when writing
6. Edit, proofread, and review your work and that of others with thoroughness
7. Ultimately, write and express ideas with clarity, awareness, and engagement (with attention to finer points such as diction, active voice and verbs), backed with thorough research and analysis.

General Policies: Turn your work in by the deadlines. Show up, and be on time. I don’t accept late papers, and tardiness will affect your participation grade. Arriving more than ten minutes late is the equivalent of an absence. Inappropriate laptop use during class will result in an absence for the day. Anyone who racks up four absences will be dropped/failed. Regarding any other behavior that has a negative impact on our course, I'll talk to you once. If it persists, I'll resort to the grade book. Other necessary announcements: this course makes accommodations for students with disabilities, but accommodations can only be made if students contact me and make appropriate arrangements as well as register with the Office of Disability Services in 215 Elliott University Center. Egregious plagiarism, defined as” representing the words of another…as one's own in any academic exercise,” including “work done by another, whether a commercial or non-commercial enterprise, including Web sites,” will not be tolerated (academicintegrity.uncg.edu). Such violations will result, at minimum, in an F on that assignment. Finally, the syllabus is subject to revision.

E-Syllabus: This syllabus works best as a hypertext, accessible through blackboard. You can also make a shortcut to this document on your desktop for easy reference.
Texts and other Materials:

The Say/I Say, Gerald Graff
Bird by Bird, Anne Lamott

Access to printer (either your own or enough money on your ID to use campus ones)

*Articles online. I didn’t order a reader in order to save you all some $$. But many articles and excerpts are posted on blackboard. You’ll need to bring printed copies to class or your laptop to have access to these essays.
Grade Breakdown:

Final Portfolio: Major essays (personal narrative, rhetorical analysis, annotated bibliography, 2 research papers, fairytale-project, and reflective essay): 50%
*This will include drafts. Speaking of drafts, I encourage everyone to visit UNCG's writing center (MHRA 3RD floor). 

Quizzes: 20%

Participation: 20%

*Includes in-class discussions, collaborations, peer critique, and weekly discussion posts.
Final exam: 10 % (Mandatory)
Schedule

Note: When we say "discuss," that means come to class having already read the essays. For example, look at Monday, second week. You should read and take notes on Klass's essay before coming to class that day.
Week One: We write to communicate, to do our jobs.
W Jan. 21 Syllabus and your backgrounds as students, writers. Teacher-student Magna Carta.
F Discuss 2003 Commission on Writing Report. "A Ticket to Work..."  Origami activity.
Week Two: Writing is contingent, depends on audience.
M Jan. 26 Discuss Klass's "Learning the Language.” Introduce personal narrative assignment.
W Discuss excerpt from Prendergast’s Buying into English. Exchange brainstorms of personal narrative assignment.
F  Discuss Mellix's "From Outside In.” Brief introduction to productive workshop habits.
Week Three: Audience and Discourse Cont./Process
M Feb. 2 Workshop rough drafts. Everyone must have four pages ready to workshop.
W Consideration of writing process. Discuss Anne Lamott’s “Shitty First Drafts,” and essay from Mike Rose’s When a Writer Can’t Write.
F Discuss excerpt from The Midnight Disease.
Due: Personal Narrative.
Week Four: We write to persuade.
M Feb. 9 Introduce rhetorical analysis assignment and Toulmin. Excerpt from Everything’s an Argument. Discuss Lasch's "The Lost Art of Political Argument.” 
W One-one conferences with me. Bring a topic proposal/brainstorm for rhetorical analysis of an op-ed piece from a reputable newspaper.
F Conferences cont.
Week Five: Persuasion Cont./Process
M Feb. 16 Developing peer feedback techniques. Practice on sample paper.
W Workshop of rhetorical analysis. Bring a 4-page rough draft.
F Introduction to the research paper and to They Say/I Say. Discuss part one. In class exercises.
Week Six: Writing is Researching

M Feb. 23 Continue with Graff. Discuss part two. In class exercises.
Due: Rhetorical Analysis.

W Introduce annotated bibliography. Virtual tour library research tools/research methods.
F Discuss part three of Graff.
Due: topic proposal.
Week Seven: Research Cont.
M March 2 Group work to facilitate research
Due: Annotated bibliography plus a 100-word status report on your research posted on blackboard.
W  Research and writing Q&A. Bring three specific questions about your writing/research. Problems you’re encountering.
Due: Two responses offering advice/suggestions to blackboard status reports.

F Workshop research papers.

Week Eight – SPRING BREAK

M Mar 9-Sun Mar 15

Week Nine
M Mar 23 Introduce fairy tale project. View clips of fairy tales and read in-class a short Grimm fairy tale. Consideration of fairytales/folktales as arguments and social statements.
Due: Research Paper One.

W – F Fairy tales Continued. You will choose a fairy tale type/motif and become versed in it through research to learn how the competing versions demonstrate a conversation (a la Graff/Burke).
Week Ten
M Mar 30 Presentations to groups about your fairytale research findings.

W-F Workshops.
Week Eleven
M April 6 TBA.
Due: Fairytale.

W-F Film and background readings on interpreting film.
Week Twelve
M April 13 Introduce second research paper.
Due by Mon: 150-word blackboard discussion post, reaction to film (showing how it contributes to the discourse) and two short responses to others’ reactions.

Week Thirteen
M April 20 –F Aprils 15 One-one meetings with me to discuss second research paper. Bring a topic proposal and research outline.
Week Fourteen
April 27

M-F Final peer workshops, Q&A session on portfolio. 
Due Mon: Draft of second paper.

Week Fifteen
M May 4 Wrap up and course evaluations.
Final Exam: Friday May 8 at Noon

*Course portfolios due at this time. No exceptions. Make travel plans accordingly.

