Spring 2009—English Composition 101-18

TR: 11:00—12:15
Room: MHRA 2206  

Jason Cooke

Email: jscooke@uncg.edu
Office: MHRA 3210, Cubicle F

Office Hours: 10-11 am, TR

Welcome to English 101! This course is more or less designed to help you develop a writing process. This term may come across as either daunting (“I didn’t know there was such a thing…”) or ridiculous (“I already know how to write. Why am I here again?”). Either response would be appropriate at this point. However, during the semester we will come to understand how the act of writing is more than the commitment of words to a page; it is a much broader and recursive process that encompasses reading, writing (often lots of writing), and most importantly critical and rhetorical thinking. These components are really inseparable; an effective piece of writing is always the product of thinking about the audience, thinking about the context for the writing, learning and evaluating the ideas of others, and articulating, more than once, ideas and positions both verbally and in written form. A number of unique skills figure into the manner in which these three elements relate to one another: listening, comprehending, prewriting, editing, revising, just to name a few. These skills will continue to benefit you throughout your academic career.

Required Texts:

They Say I Say. Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein. ISBN 1-4130-0665-5

Civil Disobedience. Sharon Walsh and Evelyn Asch. ISBN 978-0-393-92409-1

Additional readings will be posted to Blackboard.

Requirements: 

Online access

I-Spartan email account

Blackboard account

Printing access—library, computer lab, or home

Course Objectives:

1. To develop the ability to analyze texts, construct cogent arguments, and provide evidence for ideas in writing.

2. To gain an understanding of discourse conventions by examining both argumentative and analytical discourse as illustrated via student and professional/published texts.

3. To understand the rhetorical concepts of audience, writer, message, and context, and how to employ these in both formal and informal writing situations.

4. To develop the ability to summarize, paraphrase, and use direct quotations in writing.

5. To grasp the value of writing-to-learn through sequenced assignments.

6. To see writing as a public and community-based process through drafting, peer review, and revision.

Grades:

Journals         10%   These are informal reflections (1-2 pgs. each) on at least one of the readings 

         covered during the week. You will have 8 total entries. Typed and double    

         spaced.

Participation  10%   Class discussion, completion of various writing tasks, and pop quizzes.

Drafts            30%    You will write at least one draft for each of the 5 major assignments. 

Portfolio        50%    25-30 pages of your most polished writing. All 5 major assignments will be 

          included, along with a reflective letter and one longer journal entry.

Class Guidelines:

1. Respect your classmates. I want you to give informed, honest, critical feedback. I do not want you to make derogatory, rude, or disrespectful statements. Also, do not interrupt whoever is speaking. Such behavior as the latter will get you kicked out of class—we are all adults. 

2. Come to class prepared! By prepared, I mean having read and engaged the material. We can’t talk about it otherwise!

3. Please turn off cellular phones, ipods, blackberries, etc. No laptops open during discussion!

4. Prewriting will be factored into your final grade. Save your edits, drafts, doodles, etc.

5. Please do not begin to pack up before the class has ended—that is, unless you’d like me to grade your papers before I finish reading them.

6. No eating. Come to class prepared! By prepared, I mean having read the stuff that you were supposed to read! It’s important!

Attendance:

Students are allowed two absences. A third absence will drop one letter grade from the student’s final grade. Students who miss four classes automatically fail. However, I reserve the right to evaluate exceptional circumstances.

Late Work: 

Developing a writing process is hard work. Moreover, being a college student in general can at times seem overwhelming. One way to help reduce stress and the risk of failure is to develop good work habits. Translation: DO NOT PROCRASTINATE! I speak from experience when I say that procrastination is painful. I do not accept late work. 

Teacher-Student Conferences: 

Part of your class participation grade will be a 15-20 minute conference to be scheduled around the midterm of the semester. We will use this time to discuss your performance, grade, or any assignments that you may have questions about. Although I only require one conference, I encourage you to see me if you are having any particular difficulties with some aspect of the class. Additionally, I require you to visit the Writing Center (located in room 3211 in MHRA) at least once during the semester. For more information, such as hours, please visit www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter.

Plagiarism and Violations of Academic Integrity:

Simply put, I will not tolerate plagiarism or cheating of any kind. If I suspect that a violation of academic integrity has taken place, I will notify you in private and we will pursue the matter through the appropriate administrative channels. Violations range from spontaneous cheating, which could necessitate a mandatory “F” in the course, to plagiarism, which may sanction expulsion. Visit http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/ for more information.

Disability Services:


Students who need accommodations for their courses regarding any kind of disability should get in touch with the Office of Disability Services: 334-5440; http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/
Quick Notes About Format:

-     MLA

-     12 point font, Times New Roman

-     1” margins

-     double spaced

-     correct spelling and grammar (use spell-check!)

-     labeled as follows (pretend like this is the top of your paper):

                                                                                                            page # (inside header)

Student’s Name

Mr. Cooke

English 101

Date

The Thoughtful and Compelling Title of Your Paper

Your first paragraph would begin here. Indent the first line using the tab button and 

align each additional sentence within the paragraph on the left. 

Tentative Syllabus:

Please Note: Monday 1/26 is the final day to withdraw from a course for a refund.


         Tuesday 3/17 is the final day to drop a course without academic penalty.

1/20   T   Introduction/Syllabus.

1/22   R   BB: Writing Matters ,“English 101: A Primer”; BB: Composing Knowledge Intro 

1/27   T   BB:  Patricia Limerick “Dancing with Professors”; TSIS: “They Say”

1/29   R   CD: Chapter 1—Analyzing Arguments; Gibson “Making the Move from ‘Peer Editing’ 

    to Writing Workshops”

2/3     T   Rough Draft of Reflective Essay Due. BB: Morehead “The Art of Reading”;

TSIS: “Her Point Is”; Gibson “Making the Move from ‘Peer Editing’ to Writing    

Workshops”

2/5     R   CD: Plato “Socrates the Gadfly”; BB: Writing Matters,  

   “Fundamental Concepts of Rhetoric”

2/10   T   Reflective Essay Due. CD: Thoreau “Civil Disobedience”; TSIS: “As He Himself     

    Puts It”

2/12   R   CD: “Avoiding Fallacies” CD: Tolstoy “A Letter from Tolstoy to Gandhi”; 

2/17   T   Rough Draft Letter Due. Journal Check. CD: King “Letter from Birmingham Jail”

2/19   R   TSIS: “Yes/No/Okay/But”; CD: Gandhi and Magnes, 146-53; BB: Pratt “Arts of the 

    Contact Zone”

2/24   T   Letter Due. BB: Orwell “What is Science?”; BB: Menand “What are Universities  

    For?”

2/26   R   BB: Freire “The Banking Concept of Education”; TSIS: “Yes/No/Okay/But”

3/3    T   Rough Draft Dialogue Due. TSIS: “Skeptics May Object”; CD: Jefferson “The 

  Declaration of Independence”; CD: Rowland “Against the System”

3/5    R   CD: Garrison “Declaration of the National Anti-Slavery Convention”; BB: hooks 


   “Teaching New Worlds/New Words”

3/10  T    Spring Break

3/12  R    No Class!

3/17  T   Dialogue Due. BB: Kozol “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society; TSIS: “And Yet”

3/19  R   CD: Proudfoot “Diary of a Sit-In”; BB: Mellix “From Outside In”

3/24  T    BB: Smith  “Flow”; TSIS: “In Other Words”; Workshop Rhetorical Analysis

3/26  R    McCrackin “Pilgrimage of a Conscience”; Rough Draft Rhetorical Analysis Due.

3/31  T   Journal Check. BB: Tan “The Language of Discretion”; CD: Parker “True to My 

   Word”

4/2    R   Rhetorical Analysis Due.
4/7    T    TSIS: “As a Result”; BB: Sommers “Between the Drafts”

4/9    R    Library Day

4/14  T    BB: Parker “Talking Back to Books”; Workshop Research Paper

4/16  R    Rough Draft Research Paper Due. TSIS: “Ain’t So/Is Not” 

4/21  T    BB: Sommers “Between the Drafts”

4/23  R    Workshop Research Paper

4/28  T   Research Paper Due. Discussion of Portfolio.

4/30  R   Workshop Portfolio.

5/5    T  Last day of class. Course Evaluations. Portfolio due—to be returned during exam. 


  Exam time and date TBA.

