English 101-21

Ms. Anna Whiteside

3112E MHRA, Office Hours TR 12:30-1:30

Email: Aewhites@uncg.edu Office Phone: 336-334-5837

Class Time: TR 8-9:15 MHRA 1208

Required Material: 

Atwan, Robert and Oates, Joyce Carol, eds. Best American Essays of the Century. New York: Houghton-Mifflen, 2001. 

ISBN: 0618155872
Hall, Donald and Birkerts, Sven. Writing Well. 9th Ed. New York: Pearson/Longman, 2007.

ISBN: 0-321-43901-5

Additional Required Material: 

- Word Processor Program and Printer Access

- Notebook for class assignments, notes, handouts, etc.

- UNCG Email and Blackboard Access 

Course Description: This class will focus on learning to master clear and concise writing in a variety of disciplines. In order to achieve this goal, we will study the well-crafted essays from Best American Essays of the Century, and also learn from the techniques and ideas offered in Donald Hall and Sven Birkerts’ Writing Well.

Course Objectives

· To be able to determine what is considered “good” or “effective” discourse, and to explain why this is good.

· To analyze texts for argument as well as rhetorical structure.

· To be able to identify techniques that makes your own writing effective, and to know how to effectively employ these techniques.

· To develop the ability to use other sources in your own writing, both to back up what you are saying, as well as a basis of argument.

· To learn to work with others to revise and draft your own writing, as well as to help others revise and draft their own writing.
Grades:

Final Portfolio: 40%

For your final portfolio, you will revise the first four essays you have done for this class. Grading will take into consideration the quality of the revision, as well as the quality of the final draft. Please save all rough drafts, as you will be including these in the portfolio.
Assignments: 30%

You will complete five essays over the course of the semester. We will workshop these essays before you turn them in. You will need to turn in your peer editor’s comments along with the second draft that you are turning in to me. These essays will be rates on a scale of 1-6, which will be factored into the total points (30) that you will receive for this category. 

Reading Blog 10%

You will complete five blog entries on the class blackboard site. These blog entries should be the length of a double spaced page. I would suggest you write them in word first, and then paste them to the blog site. 
Participation 20%

Your participation grade involves the quality of your participation in class discussions, peer editing, and any presentations that you will do for the class. Also included under this grade will be any reading quizzes we have and any in-class writing assignments. This will also be a place that will reflect the overall level of respect that you give your fellow classmates and me. 

Class Policies

Academic Integrity: I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy: find the full policy at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. The most pertinent point of interest in relation to a composition class is plagiarism. If I find evidence of plagiarism, I will judge what is best for the situation, from a very stern reprimand to giving you an F for the semester.  

Accommodations: I will make reasonable accommodations for anyone with a disability, but you must come to me with documentation from Disability Services so we can discuss your specific needs. Contact the Office of Disability Services at 336-334-5440, email at ods@uncg.edu, or visit their office in the EUC in Suite 215, which is open from 8 AM to 5 PM on weekdays. 

Email: Email is the best way to reach me. You can reasonably expect responses from me within twenty-four hours, excluding university holidays. I will not accept work by email.  

MLA Paper Formatting: Turn in all work in MLA format (1” margins, double-spaced, 12pt. font). For a smashingly good guide to this formatting style, go to “Useful Links” on our Blackboard site and click on, sensibly enough, “MLA Paper Formatting,” which leads to Purdue University’s OWL MLA guide. 

MLA Citation: I expect you to responsibly cite all material you use in your work. (See “Academic Integrity.”) Both in-text citations and references must be in MLA format. For the extra practice, I even expect you to follow these standards in your Reading Blogs. Purdue University’s OWL is an excellent resource for learning how to properly cite sources. 

Conferences: We will meet for conferences in my office once to discuss your writing. If you miss your conference, you will receive two absences and a reduction in draft credit. Come to conferences with questions about your work. I will cancel a week of class to make time for conferences: hence why you will receive two absences instead of one. 

Attendance: In accordance with English department policy, you have two free absences. A subsequent absence will result in a grade reduction. If you miss four classes, you automatically fail the course. I do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences. Should a crisis arise, come talk to me or email me before you miss several classes. 

Tardies: Get to class on time. Showing up late to class causes a distraction to your fellow classmates, and will not be tolerated Excessive tardies negatively affect your participation grade. At 8:15, I will shut the door to the classroom. Don’t expect to be allowed in – you can count on an absence. 

Late Work: I do not give credit for late work, nor do I do accept work via email. I do accept early work; if you know you are going to miss a class, turn in your work before it is due. Printing problems do not constitute an acceptable excuse for you to turn in late work, so leave yourself plenty of time to print your work. There are several pay print stations around campus, including Jackson Library and the University Writing Center; be sure you have money on your card for printing.  

Electronics: Turn cell phones, mp3 players, and laptops off before class begins. Because this is a discussion-based class, you should have no need to use your laptops during class. There may be times when I allow you to use your laptops, and I will tell you when you may do so. 

University Writing Center: This free service exists solely to help you become a better writer. Take printed drafts at any stage of completion for a one-on-one consultation. Ask consultants to send me an email about your session. The Writing Center is located in MHRA 3211. No appointment is necessary. 

Disclaimer: Because this is a college class, I reserve the right to ask you to leave. If you at any time disrespect me or your fellow classmates (which includes talking during class instructions, while others have the floor, etc), I will ask you to leave and you will receive an absence for that class. The same thing will happen if you come to class without your books.

 Schedule of Readings

Readings are to be read by the day on which they are assigned. Schedule subject to Change.

WW = Writing Well

BAE= Best American Essays

Jan 20 Handout and go over syllabus; In Class Writing Assignment

Jan 22 Introduction WW(1-19) “What are Masterpieces…” Gertrude Stein, BAE (131-139)
Jan 27 Reading and Writing Well WW (22-42) “Corn Pone Opinions” Mark Twain, BAE (1-5) Blog 1 Due
Jan 29 Writing an Essay WW(46-72) 

Feb 3 “The Moral Equivalent of War” William James BAE (45-57); Workshop Assignment 1
Feb 5 Words WW (75-87); “How it Feels to Be Colored Me” Zora Neale Hurston BAE (114-117);  “Once More to the Lake” E.B. White BAE (179-185)

Feb 10 Verbs WW(89-94) “Notes of a Native Son” James Baldwin BAE (220-238) Assignment 1 Due
Feb 12 Nouns WW(96-102) “Aria: A Memoir…” Richard Rodriguez BAE (147-467) Blog 2 Due
Feb 17 Modifiers WW(104-110) Workshop Assignment 2 

Feb 19 Comparisons WW(112-123) “A Hundred Thousand Straightened Nails” Donald Hall BAE (252-262)
Feb 24Assignment 2 Due, Sentences WW (126-133) “Life With Daughters…” Gerald Early BAE (252-248)
Feb 26 Conferences No Class BUT Blog 3 is due. 
Mar 3 Conferences No Class 

Mar 5 Workshop Assignment 3; Clarity, Coherence, Unity/Revising Sentences WW (136- 145); “Tradition and the Individual Talent” TS Eliot BAE (90-97); 

Mar 10 Spring Break No Class
Mar 12 Spring Break No Class
Mar 17 Assignment 3 Due; Revising Sentences WW 147-152 “Letters from Birmingham Jail” Martin Luther King Jr. 263-279
Mar 19 Revising Sentences WW 153-163 “They All Just Went Away” Joyce Carol Oates (553-563)
Mar 24 Revising Sentences WW 165-172; “ I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” Maya Angelou BAE (342-357)

Mar 26 Variety and Unity WW 174-181, Workshop Assignment 4
Mar 31 Library Visit

Apr 2 Assignment 4 Due; Coherence in Paragraphs WW 183-195 “Total Eclipse” Annie Dillard BAE (477-489)

Apr 7 Paragraphs WW 200-215 “No Name Woman” Maxine Hong Kinston BAE (383-394)
Apr 9 Argument and Persuasion WW 220-246 Blog 4 Due
Apr 14 Sentences WW 283-297 “Pamplona in July” Ernest Hemingway BAE (98-106)
Apr 16 Punctuation WW 299-312 Workshop Assignment 5
Apr 21 Mechanics WW 312-318 “The Marginal World” Rachel Carson BAE (214-219); “The Lives of a Cell” Lewis Tomas BAE (358-360)
Apr 23 Assignment 5 Due; Portfolio Workshop; In Class Writing Assignments about Portfolio

Apr 28 “The White Album” Joan Didion 421-446

Apr 30 Turn In Portfolios; Hand-Out Evaluations Blog 5 Due
FINAL: Tuesday, May 12 8-11 AM

*I will return your portfolios, and you will do presentations

