ENGLISH COMPOSITION: 101N-01
Spring 2009
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays: 1:00 pm – 1:50
Location: MHRA 2204
Contacting Me: 
Erin Houlihan
E-mail: ekhoulih@uncg.edu
I check my e-mail once a day in the morning, so please allow for a 24-hour response time.
Office Hours: TBA
Location: MHRA, Room 3210, Cubicle C
Phone: 334-5867 (This phone is for the entire TA office) 

Required Texts:
►Cisneros, Sandra. The House on Mango Street. New York: Random House, 1984. 
►Ede,Lisa. The Academic Writer: A Brief Guide. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008.
►McQuade, Donald and Robert Atwan, eds. The Writer’s Presence: A Pool of Readings. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 6th edition
►E-Reserve/Course Documents  – These can be found on Blackboard. Please print out these documents and bring them to class for our discussions.  
Course Objectives (Per ENG 101 Guidelines):
►To help students develop the ability to analyze texts, construct cogent arguments, and provide evidence for their ideas in writing;

►To provide students with multiple examples of analytical discourse as illustrated via student and professional/published texts;

► To introduce students to rhetorical concepts of audience, writer, message and context, and how to employ these in both formal and informal writing situations;

► To help students develop the ability to summarize, paraphrase, and use direct quotations in writing;

► To promote to student writers the value of writing-to-learn through sequenced assignments rooted in a common theme or focus;

► To introduce students to the act of writing as a public and community-based process through the activities of drafting, peer review, and revision.

Content Goals (Per 2007-2008 UNCG Undergraduate Bulletin 53): 
► Develop the ability to write and speak clearly, coherently, and effectively as well as to adapt modes of communication to one’s audience;
► Develop the ability to interpret academic writing and discourse in a variety of disciplines;

► Develop the ability to locate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information.
Online/Technology Requirements:
►Active I-Spartan Email Address
►Blackboard Account
►Printing Access
Assignments/Tasks:
►Literacy Narrative (5 pages): A literacy narrative is a very focused form of autobiographical writing that emphasizes literacy and knowledge. First, think about the many definitions of literacy. Then, think about moments in your life when you realized the power of literacy (either in learning your own language or in learning English). You will describe one important event, person, place, or situation that influenced your journey to understand the written word. Ideally, this assignment will reveal information about you as a writer and something you have learned about the meaning of literacy. You will be graded on how well the paper tells a clear story with meaning, specific details and thoughtful language. 
►Comparison/Contrast Essay (5 pages): Select two essays that we have read either from Blackboard or from The Writer’s Presence. Decide if you want to write about how the essays are alike or how they are different. Then, using the point-by-point pattern or the block pattern of rhetorical positioning, you will develop an important conclusion about these two texts. 

►Persuasive Paper (5 pages): Select a controversial issue relevant to language use. Write a persuasive essay arguing your view on the issue. Be sure to address current arguments on the topic, note opposing viewpoints, and utilize rhetorical strategies like ethos, pathos, and logos. You must also include at least three outside sources to support your thesis. You will be graded upon your use of convincing rhetoric and supporting research. 
►Rhetorical Analysis of Literature (7-8 pages): This final work will be a way to display all of the learning and writing you have done this semester. Utilizing your skills in MLA citation, research, organization, persuasion, and analysis, explore how well the rhetoric in Sandra Cisneros’s House on Mango Street achieves a textual purpose. In other words, think about the implied author and what argument this author might be trying to make. How effectively does the implied author make his/her argument? You may decide to focus on Cisneros’s content, organization, or expression. You will be graded not only on your analysis of the essay but also on your attention to audience, relevant use of details, organizational technique, and how closely you follow your thesis statement. Your thesis statement should be argumentative, well documented, and explained with at least five secondary sources. You must also submit your thesis statement on your proposed topic. 

►Midterm Essay Test: This 50 minute essay test will ask you to write 2 essays about topics that we have studied thus far. Subject material for the essay test may include material from our readings and specific skills/writing techniques/definitions that we have discussed.
►Portfolio: Your final grade will be an archive of your writing progress in English 101N and will demonstrate your best writing products. This collection will consist of: a table of contents, drafts, at least three of the four larger writing assignments, samples of in-class writing, and a two-page reflection letter on your progress over the semester. You should aim to include about twenty-five to thirty (25-30) pages of polished writing in your portfolio. Because it is necessary to include all of your first drafts with your revisions, please save all of the writing you do during the semester. Please consider using a large mailing envelope to hand in your portfolios. That saves me the trouble of moving 20 three-ring binders. We can also discuss having the portfolios bound at the FexEx/Kinkos on Tate Street. I believe the fee is $3.00 per portfolio.
►Class Participation/Leading Class Discussion: Class participation means sharing your thoughts on the material AND bringing your books to class. For two classes, you will be required to lead class discussion for the first part of class (15-20) minutes. This means that you will explain the day’s reading and provide the class with questions for discussion. On the days you are not presenting, please participate in the class discussion to make the learning experience more enjoyable for everyone. We will sign up for discussion days during the first week of class so that you will have time to prepare for your presentation.
►Conferencing/Workshops/Writing Center: 
· As part of your participation grade, you will attend at least one conference with me over the course of the semester. Please come to these conferences with a few questions or concerns in mind that you would like to discuss in order to maximize our conference time. 
· Additionally, we will do several workshops over the course of the semester in which we rely on peer feedback to improve our drafts. Bringing the required number of drafts and materials to workshop is vital to your participation grade. 
· You will visit the writing center at least once during the first part of the semester before midterms. Please have the Writing Center Consultant send me an e-mail at ekhoulih@uncg.edu to notify me that you had a Writing Center Session. Please bring a copy of the assignment.

Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am – 8pm

            Friday 9am - 3pm

            Sunday 5pm - 8pm

            Phone: 334-3125
Grading:
►Class Participation/Leading Class Discussions: 10%

►Workshops/Conference/Writing Center: 10%
►Midterm/Quizzes: 10%
►Writing Assignments (Formal and Informal): 30%
►Portfolio: 40%
Attendance Policy (Per ENG 101 Guidelines): Students in MWF classes are allowed a maximum of three absences without a grade penalty (to be defined by the individual instructor). After three absences, your final grade will be reduced by 3%. IF A STUDENT MISSES SIX OR MORE CLASSES, HE OR SHE WILL FAIL THE COURSE. Additionally, please arrive to class on time. I discuss important assignments and update the syllabus at the beginning of class, so if you arrive late, you will miss necessary information.
►Paper Formatting: 
· All papers must be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font. 
· Please format papers with one inch margins.
· Essays should be double spaced. 
· Please include your name, course number, and date in your essay heading. 
· Drafts must be stapled.
· References must be cited in MLA format (we will go over this in class)

Academic Integrity: Because much of this course is designed to help you facilitate your own thoughts and ideas, plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. To avoid confusion about plagiarism, we will have lessons on how to document all of our sources in proper MLA style. Also, please refer to the MLA guidelines in the back of The Academic Writer. If a student is caught borrowing someone else’s ideas without proper documentation, falsifying information, or cheating, the results will be either a required re-write, a drastic reduction in the final course grade or referral to campus authorities. Please see me if you have any questions on the subject or consult the school’s web page on academic integrity at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/.
Distraction Policy: Distractions should be minimized to make the most out of our limited time. In other words, please silence cell phones and refrain from texting to avoid distracting other students. Additionally, you may find yourself sleepy from staying up all night to ensure that your assignments are handed in on time. However, if you are sleeping in class, you will receive an absence for the day.  
Disability/Learning Difference Services:
Students who need course accommodation for learning differences should contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440. For more information, visit their website at http>//ods.dept.uncg.edu/
Classroom Community: I want our ENG 101N class to be a safe and friendly space where everyone can practice speaking and writing in English without fear of critique. We all have similar struggles with language learning and you should view each other (and me) as a support system that can help you meet your language learning goals. Please make an appointment to come see me if you find yourself struggling with the class as soon as possible. Do not wait until you fall behind in your studies.
Additional Resources:

►International Student and Scholar Services: http://www.uncg.edu/ipg/iss/
►ESL Resources: http://www.uncg.edu/ipg/interlink/Links.html
►International Students’ Association: http://www.uncg.edu/student.groups/isa/index/html
►Counseling and Testing Center: 336-334-5874

►Student Academic Services: 334-5730

►Student Success Center: 334-7533
►Writing Center: 334-3125
►Syllabus is subject to change as needed.
Course Calendar
Code:

WP = The Writer’s Presence

AW = The Academic Writer 

HMS= The House on Mango Street


Week One

Wednesday, January 21: Introductions

Friday, January 23: Needs Analysis

Week Two

Monday, January 26: 
·  “Writing as Design: A Rhetorical Process for Composing Texts” (AW pgs. 1-20)

Wednesday, January 28: 
· Michael Berube’s “Analyze, Don’t Summarize” (WP pgs. 301-306)

·  Sherman Alexie’s “The Joy of Reading and Writing: Superman and Me” (WP pgs. 13-16)

Friday, January 30: 

· LITERACY NARRATIVE – 1st Draft

· “Strategies for Invention” (AW pgs. 235-250)

Week Three

Monday, February 2: 
· “Understanding the Writing Process” (AW pgs. 21-37)

· Wednesday, February 4:

· “Strategies for Planning and Drafting” (AW pgs. 250-263)

· Fredrick Douglass’s “Learning to Read and Write” (WP pgs. 94-99)

Friday, February 6:

· LITERACY NARRATIVE – 2nd Draft

· “Strategies for Reading” (AW pgs. 216-234)

Week Four

Monday, February 9:
· Jonathan Kozol’s “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society” (posted on Blackboard’s e-reserve)
Wednesday, February 11:

· “Analyzing Rhetorical Situations” (AW pgs. 42-55)

· Amy Tan’s “The Language of Discretion” (posted on Blackboard’s e-reserve)

Friday, February 13:

· “Comparison Writing” from the Drew University On-line Resources for Writers (posted on Blackboard’s course documents)

Week Five

Monday, February 16:

· Aristotle’s “Rhetoric” (Book One, Chapter Two, can be found online or posted on Blackboard’s course documents)
Wednesday, February 18:

· “Analyzing Rhetorical Situations” (AW pgs. 55-80)

Friday, February 20:

· COMPARISON ESSAY – 1st Draft

Week Six

February 23, February 25, February 27: NO CLASS. CONFERENCES. Be prepared to discuss any concerns that you may have with your Literacy Narrative and your Comparison Essay. 

Week Seven

Monday, March 2:

· “Doing Research” (AW pgs. 165-167)
· Charles Tedder’s “Academic Integrity” (posted on Blackboard’s e-reserve)
Wednesday, March 4: 

· “Strategies for Revision” (AW pgs. 280-231)

·  “Arranging and Re-Arranging Rhetoric” (posted on Blackboard course documents)

Friday, March 6:

· COMPARISON ESSAY DUE – 2nd Draft

· Hephzibah Roskelly’s “Rhetoric  in Everyday Life” (posted on Blackboard’s e-reserve)

Week Eight: Spring Break

Week Nine

Monday, Marcy 16: 
· MIDTERM

Wednesday, March 11:

· Kwame Anthony Appiah’s “The Case for Contamination” (WP pgs. 611-626)
·  “Analyzing Texts and Contexts” (AW pgs 80-87)
Friday, March 20:

· “Analyzing Texts and Contexts” (AW pgs.87-108)
· George Orwell’s “Politics and the English Language” (WP pgs. 510-521)
Week Ten

Monday, March 23:

· “Making and Supporting Claims” (AW pgs. 117-129)

· Mark Twain’s “Corn-pone Opinions” (WP pgs. 878-882)

Wednesday, March 25:

· Edward Hoagland’s “What an Essay Is” (WP pgs. 141-142)
· Rick Bass’s “Double-Talk” (WP pgs. 627-632)
Friday, March 27:

· PERSUASIVE PAPER – 1st Draft
· “Doing Research: Joining the Scholarly Conversation” (AW pgs. 141-160)
Week Eleven

Monday, March 30:

· “Doing Research” (AW pgs. 160-165)
· Mark Edmundson’s “Dwelling in Possibilities” (WP pgs. 342-355)
Wednesday, April 1:

· “Doing Research” (AW pgs. 167-182)
Friday, April 3:

· PERSUASIVE PAPER DUE – 2nd Draft
· “Writing Portfolios” (posted on Blackboard’s e-reserve)
Week Twelve

Monday, April 6:

· N. Scott Momaday’s “The Way to Rainy Mountain” (WP  pgs. 487-493)
Wednesday, April 8:

· Richard Rodriguez’s “Aria: Memoir of a Bilingual Childhood” (WP pgs.210-230)
Friday, April 10: NO CLASS. Spring Holiday.

Week Thirteen

Monday, April 13:

· “Aria” continued
Wednesday, April 15:
· Joseph M. Williams’s “A Very Short History of Bad Writing” (posted on Blackboard’s e-reserves)
Friday, April 17:

· HMS pgs. 1-55
Week Fourteen

Monday, April 20:

· HMS pgs. 56-110
Wednesday, April 22:

Friday, April 24:

· RHETORICAL ANALYSIS DUE -1st Draft
Week Fifteen

Monday, April 27:

Wednesday, April 29:

· RHETORICAL ANALYSIS DUE- 2nd Draft
Friday, May 1: Coffee House Readings
· PORTFOLIO DUE
Week Sixteen

Monday, May 4: Coffee House Readings continued.
Tuesday, May 5: Follow Friday’s schedule. Evaluations.

Final Exam: 

Monday, 11: 3:30-6:30: Pick up portfolio. 

Things to Remember:


► If your draft is not completed on time, your assignment grade will be reduced by 5% for every day that it is late.


►Papers that are over a week late will receive an automatic grade of “F”.


► I do not under any circumstances accept electronic submission of writing assignments. All drafts must be handed in as hard copies.








ENG: 101N Dictionary:





I have included some definitions of words that we will use frequently in this class. Please understand that these definitions are flexible. It is my hope that we will learn how to challenge and clarify the definitions of words relevant to writing. This dictionary will also be updated on Blackboard. Please reference it often. 





Academic Writing: this phrase has many definitions but it generally means a formal style of writing according to the class or course of study in which you are participating.





Context: the interrelated conditions in which something exists or occurs.





Discourse: 1) a communication of thoughts by words; talk; conversation. 2) a formal discussion of a subject in speech or writing.





Ethos: the appeal to the credibility of the speaker or writer.





Language: 1) a body of words and the systems common to a people who are of the same community. 2) communication by voice in the distinctively human manner, using arbitrary sounds in conventional ways with conventional meanings.





Logos: the appeal to reason.





Pathos: the appeal to emotion, values, and beliefs.





Rhetoric: the art or study of using language effectively and persuasively.





(Definitions adapted from Random House Unabridged Dictionary, �HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionary.com"�www.dictionary.com�, and 2006 and Lisa Ede’s Academic Writing)











NOTE: You must bring your books with the assigned reading to class. All readings must be completed before class.








