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ENG 102 (SI), “Argument Makes the World Go Round”

I argue very well. Ask any of my remaining friends. I can win an argument on any topic, against any opponent. People know this, and steer clear of me at parties. Often, as a sign of their great respect,

they don’t even invite me. – Dave Barry.

So why have a class about arguing? As Dave Barry humorously notes, arguing is generally seen as a negative endeavor. Most of us hate arguing. When was the last time you said, “I had the greatest argument with my significant other last night”? It’s usually unpleasant to disagree strongly with another person or to have to fight to get your way. But that’s only the tip of the argument iceberg. 

Part of our goal this semester is to expand your understanding of what constitutes an argument and move beyond a simple PRO/CON approach to controversial subjects. An argument is anything that presents a point of view, and in this sense EVERYTHING is an argument (It’s true! Just look at the title of your book!) To that end, we will be analyzing a wide range of argumentative texts; some look like “arguments;” some don’t; some are horrifying; some are humorous; some are visual; some are written; some are oral; some are scholarly, and some come from the everyday world.  Our aim here is twofold: to develop your skills of critical analysis in relation to others’ points of view and to discover and express your own points of view through clear, persuasive, and effective modes of communication.

The Writing & Speaking Centers, 3211 MHRA: We will take a trip early in the semester to visit both facilities and learn about the services offered there.

The Writing Center (http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter, 334-3282) is a resource available for students who want additional feedback on written work above and beyond your peer workshops and individual conferences with me. They can help with any stage of the writing process, from finding a topic, research, revisions, to final editing. Online services are also available.

The Speaking Center (http://speakingcenter.uncg.edu, 256-1346) works with individuals and groups preparing for oral presentations. Students practice presentations while a consultant takes notes  and then discuss what has been done well and where there is room for improvement. They can also videotape performance so you may critique your own presentation.  Nothing will help your oral presentation grade more than practice, practice, practice. We will do plenty of this in class, but The Speaking Center can give you an additional edge. It will make your much more familiar with your content and comfortable delivering your message. 

Prerequisite: ENG 101. (ENG 101 & 102 may not be taken concurrently. You must have completed ENG 101 with a passing grade to take this course.)

Student Learning Goals: At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Ability to write and speak clearly, coherently, and effectively as well as to adapt modes of communication to one’s audience;

· Ability to interpret academic writing and discourse in a variety of disciplines;

· Ability to locate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information.

English 102 Course Objectives: English 102 carries a speaking-intensive (SI) designation, meaning “students receive instruction in an appropriate mode of oral communication (interpersonal or small group communication, or presentational speaking) and enhanced opportunities to practice improvement of oral communication skills.”
· To advance and extend students’ knowledge of oral argumentative discourse and apply this knowledge as a mode of learning how to write, do research, and engage in inquiry;

· To advance and extend students’ appreciation for writing and speaking as public and community-based processes through the activities of drafting, peer review, and revision, as well as individual and small group oratory exercises;

· To introduce students to the principles of invention, arrangement, style, memory, and delivery in oral presentations;

· To help students develop the habit of synthesizing, versus reporting or simply summarizing, source information in both oral and written communication.

General Expectations

· Academic Integrity: “ Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy. 


· Electronic Devices: Please turn off all electronic devices except laptops before you come to class.  Text-messaging in class is unacceptable. Laptops may be used in class when authorized only to take notes pertaining to our class. Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. To be perfectly clear: one violation means no laptop use. Repeated violations may result in the entire class losing laptop privileges.  Though many of your reading assignments are available electronically, you should bring a printed version of that text to class on the assigned day.

Required Texts:

Lunsford, Andrea and John Ruszkiewicz, eds. Everything’s an Argument. 4th ed. New York: 


Bedford/St.Martin’s, 2006.  
(ISBN: 0312447493; 978-0312447496)

Duncan, Matthew and Gustav W. Friedrich. Oral Presentations in the Composition Course: A Brief 


Guide.  New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006. (ISBN: 0-312-41784-5; 978-0-312-41784-0).  

Various Additional E-Reserves (Blackboard)

· Purchase  the correct edition of each text as class discussion will go more smoothly if we all have the same page numbers and supplementary materials.   

Online Requirements: You must have online access, including an active i-Spartan email address and Blackboard account. Check these regularly.

Course Requirements:

Participation






20%

Essay #1- Personal Argument



10%

Essay #2- Visual Analysis Argument



15%

Essay #3- Group Ethnographic Argument


15%

Presentation #1





10%

Presentation #2





15%

Group Presentation- Ethnographic Research Argument
15%

· LATE ASSIGNMENTS ARE NOT ACCEPTED AND MISSED PRESENTATIONS MAY NOT BE MADE UP. PERIOD. 

Participation: Because this is a speaking intensive class, participation is crucial to your success. Your participation grade consists equally of:

1) Regular contribution to class discussion (either voluntary or when called upon) and regular contribution to in-class writings. Keeping up with the reading assignments is essential for your success.

2) Regular contribution to Group Work, including taking on the roll of spokesperson for your group on a rotating basis,

3) Discussion Leading. You will sign up for two discussion days, one where you state your opinion about that day’s readings and pose questions to the class and one where you will act as the designated respondent to the questions of a classmate.

At midterm, I will inform you of the status of your current participation grade. Poor attendance or disruptive behavior will result in a poor participation grade (see attendance and citizenship policies below).

Tardiness: Each incident of tardiness will result in a 5 pt. deduction from your participation grade.

Special Accommodations: Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu


Attendance:  It is vital that you attend class.  We will cover materials not found in the texts and specific aspects of the readings, for which you will be held accountable.  Your contribution to class discussion is an obligation to your peers. It is extremely helpful in argument and analysis to hear others’ opinions.  If you miss a class, please contact a classmate for notes.  

Because this is a speaking intensive class it is vital that we have an audience. You are allowed up to 3 absences with no penalty.  Your  4th and 5th,  absences will each result in a 5 pt. (1/2  letter grade) deduction from your participation grade.  Your 6th absence will result in an F for the course. There is no distinction between excused and unexcused absences except in the most extreme, documented cases. It is your responsibility to provide me with this documentation and to review with me whether or not your absence will be excused.  Habitual tardiness is rude, so please make every effort to be on time.  If you arrive late it is your responsibility to let me know you are present.  Failure to do so will result in an absence. 

Citizenship:  Part of your job in a seminar is to contribute to the discoveries of the group as a whole through discussion. Therefore, you are expected to attend regularly, discuss the text, be respectful to your instructor and your peers, and generally behave in a civil and attentive manner. 

Sleeping, text-messaging, talking out of turn, or other rude behavior will result in a lowered participation grade. 

1. Your first violation will result in a verbal warning and a 10 pt. (1 letter grade) deduction from your participation grade.  

2. A second incident will result in your being asked to leave, being counted absent for the day, and receiving a 10 pt. (1 letter grade) deduction from your participation grade. 

3. A third problem will result in your being dropped permanently from the roll.  

4. Threatening or otherwise extreme behavior will result in your being immediately dropped from the class and brought up on disciplinary charges to the university.

Adverse Weather Policy: If the university is open, we will have class. Should there be a delay that means the university opens after our usual start time, you are required to attend for the remainder of that class. (For example, if class starts at 9:30 a.m. but the university does not open until 10 a.m., you should come to class at 10 a.m.) Weather and delay information is available on the university website and at (336) 334-4400.

Whenever two good people argue over principles, they are both right 

– Marie Von Ebner-Eschenback

Course Schedule

· The course schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor; therefore, if you are absent it is imperative that you contact a classmate to find out about potential adjustments.

People generally quarrel because they cannot argue – G. K. Chesterton

EA = Everything’s an Argument

OP = Oral Presentations in the Composition Course
W
1/21


Introduction, Course Policies

F
1/23
 

Informal Speaking Assignment, Group Assignments

M
1/26


EA Ch. 1, OP -p.1-16

W
1/28


EA Ch. 2 45-58

F
1/30


Trip to Writing and Speaking Centers

M 
2/2


EA Ch.  5 p.110-112, OP p.29-39

W
2/4


EA Ch.  3 p.60-76 & Ch. 5 p.112-113

F
2/6


Ch. 4 p.78-100, OP p.40-56

M
2/9


“Who’s a Looter” – Ralli, OP - p.68-77

W
2/11


 “How to Say Nothing in 500 Words” – Roberts, Body Language Film

F
2/13
 

Essay #1 Workshop

M
2/16


Essay #1 Due, Presentation Technical Workshops 

W 2/18, F 2/20, & M 2/23
Presentation #1
W
2/25


“Social Lubricant” – Walker, “Why I Hate Britney” – Williams 

F
2/27


“Protecting Freedom of Expression” – Bok, “A Curse and a Blessing” – Ateya 

M
3/2


“Not Only Natalee Is Missing” – O’Connor, “Advertising Sets Double Standard for 

the Male Gender” – Sea 

W
3/4


EA Ch. 16 p.469-489, “When Did Skivvies Get Rated NC-17?” – Trebay 

F
3/6


EA p. 549-568 (Research Format), Research Tutorial 

M-F
3/9-3/13

No Class, Spring Break  


M
3/16


EA Ch. 1 pgs.327-350, “Hip Unchecked” – Rushin, “That’s Entertainment?”–

Medved 

W
3/18


“Graphic Artist Carefully Assigns Ethnicities …” – The Onion, “On Covers of 

Magazines, A Full Racial Palette Is Still Rare” – Carr 

F
3/20


EA  Ch.9 p.250-268, “Bad as They Wanna Be” –Williamson, OP p.57-67,

M 3/23 - F 3/27

No Class - Individual Conferences

M 
3/30


Essay #2 Workshop

W
4/1


Essay #2 Due, Presentation #2 Technical Workshop

F 4/3, M 4/6 & W 4/8

Presentation #2 

F
4/10


Spring Holiday – No Class

M
4/13


EA Ch. 8 p.217-223, Ch. 22 p.633-635, “The Offbeat Allure of Cult Films” – 

Mansaray, OP p.78-81

W
4/15


“Pink Think” – Peril, “Gay Asian-American Male Seeks Home” –Han 

F
4/17 & M 4/20

Group Presentation Technical Workshops

W
4/22


Essay #3 Due, Group Presentations 

F 4/24, M 4/27, W 4/29, F 5/1Group Presentations

M
5/4


Class Wrap-up

Meet during Final Exam Period

