UNCG  Spring 2009
English 102-05
MWF  9:00a-9:50a in MHRA 2209
English 102-17

MWF 10:00a-10:50a in  MHRA 2209
Instructor’s Name: Rose Anne Brister

Office: 3210B in MHRA
Office Hours:   Mondays 11am-12pm and by appointment
Email & Phone:  rabriste@uncg.edu;  336/334-5867
Course Description: 

This class is an inquiry into the relationship between what we care about and where we are.  We will consider the ways in which our background cultures and educations orient our allegiances.  We will ask, and do our best to answer, the following questions: what do we owe to people of other cultures, nations, religions, states, and cities?  How has globalization shaped our world and how does it continue to shape it?  What tools help us to understand other cultures?  What are the limits of our duties to those other cultures?  Who are “we” and how did we get that way? 

Course Goals: 

· To improve student skills in critical thinking, reading comprehension, and public speaking.

· To familiarize students with the art of rhetoric and argumentation as it has been assembled and through from the classical age to the present.

· To achieve the above goals through the regular analysis of essays and fiction, the regular composition and delivery of arguments, frequent class discussion, and group presentations and evaluations.

Course Requirements: 
Texts:  
· Required Textbook: Paula Rothenberg, Beyond Borders: Thinking Critically About Global Issues. New York:  Worth, 2006. ISBN: 978-0-7167-7389-4. 
· General Readings:  Our shared, weekly readings will be available in the Rothenberg text and/or on e-reserve through Blackboard.  These will concern the general topic of our task and provide us with a shared vocabulary for discussing problems and positing solutions. Each day I will surprise someone by asking them to summarize the reading for the day (50-75 words that identify the major claim and supporting points).  This will substitute for quizzing, though I reserve the right to employ quizzes on both reading material and previous lectures.  If you have not done the reading, I will ask you to leave and you will not be counted present.  You are also responsible for the introductory material preceding each unit. 
· Group Readings: Each of you will enter into a group corresponding to one of five continents: North America, South America, Asia, Africa, and Europe. You will be asked to do independent research into both the history of and current events in your group’s continent. This will assist you in both presentations and in your in-class declamations. 
· Printing:  As a cost-saving and ecologically-minded measure, I have assigned most of the readings from one textbook.  However, there will be some readings that you will print from Bb and some written responses that must be presented in hard-copy format.  With this in mind, please budget at least $20 for printing costs.
Speaking:  
· Declamations:  You are responsible for three short arguments (200-250 words each)  based on current events (preferably in your group's continent). You do not owe declamations on presentation weeks.  These should be thoughtfully written, persuasive, well informed, original, and error-free.  These are to be posted on Blackboard by Sunday at noon (before the Monday it is due).  Print a copy of the declamation after posting it so that you can have it for class.  I will randomly ask students to declaim in front of the class so have it ready in your notebook on any given class meeting.
· Responses:  Because you only have to write declamations every other week, on your off-weeks, you are required to respond to one of the declamations of others on Blackboard (at least 100 words) by Monday at 8am.  These responses can and should be passionate but must remain respectful of all other class members.  Moreover, they must not be merely a statement of personal preference or a repetition of general ideas, but a rational or emotive appeal to either the declaimer or to the class.
· Presentations: Each presentation—one history lesson and one current issues analysis—should be roughly 30 minutes long.  You are strongly encouraged to use audio and visual elements such as music, power point presentations, photographs, and handouts and to use several of the general class readings to frame your presentation.  Moreover, you should utilize the remaining time in the class period to engage in discussion with your peers.   Each group will complete two presentations: one as a mid-term and one as a final.  Before your presentation day, you must post materials related to your presentation--other articles, your presentation script, links, bibliographies, etc--on Blackboard for evaluation.  You will also evaluate your peers’ presentations in a short, written piece. 
· Conferences: You are required to meet with me in conference at least one time this semester, but I strongly encourage you to conference with me at any point if you have questions about any assignment, major or minor. 
· Speaking Center Visits: You must make and keep one appointment at the Speaking Center in order to  practice a declamation or as a group for a group presentation.  If the semester ends without your having visited the Speaking Center once as mentioned above, you will not pass the course.  You may visit the Speaking Center a second time for extra credit toward your participation grade.
Final Grade Breakdown: 
· Group History Presentation




25%
· Group Issues Presentation




25%

· Three Declamations 





15% (5% each)
· Participation: Engagement in Daily Discussion, 


Discussion Board Posts, In-class Reading Summaries, 


Informal Peer Review, Conferences, Other small written pieces, etc.
35%
Grading Scale: 

· A = 94-100

· A- = 90-93

· B+ = 87-89

· B = 83-86

· B- = 80-82

· C+ = 77-79

· C = 73-76

· C- = 70-72

· D+ = 67-69

· D = 63-66

· D- = 60-62

· F = 59 or less
Important Notes: 
· Attendance:  Since students are expected to attend all classes punctually and regularly, failure to do so will jeopardize class standing because missing class means missing assigned work and class discussion. I do not distinguish between “excused” and “unexcused” absences. You are responsible for keeping updated about all discussion and announcements in class and all relevant emails and Bb posts that occurred during your absence. If you are more than five (5) minutes late to class, you will be marked absent.  You cannot accrue more than five (5) absences and pass this course.  You cannot miss either of your group presentation days and pass this course.  
· Participation: Physical attendance does not equal participation.  Student participation is comprised of the specific elements outlined above and also includes active engagement with all aspects of the course.  A lack of preparation and failure to live up to my expectations for class participation will negatively affect your grade. 
· Late Work: You have one “free pass” (that is, turn in an assignment late without penalty) that you can use on one assignment as long as I am consulted in conference before the due date.  I strongly suggest reserving this free pass for an emergency such as unexpected illness. Beyond that, I will not accept late work under any circumstances.
· General: Assignments must be typed and double-spaced.  If you wish to send me a rough draft via email, please note that I can only open attachments that are 2003/XP Word documents (not Word 2007, WordPad, or WordPerfect). You should send only “doc” or “rtf” files. 
· Student Conduct and Plagiarism:  Distractions in the classroom will not be tolerated, which includes but is not limited to: listening to your iPod when you should be listening to class discussion, sleeping/staring into space/doodling when you should be participating in class, text-messaging when you should be taking notes, or doing anything else that’s not related to the class.  If you disrupt the class or distract me or others, I will ask you to leave the class, you will receive an absence for that day, and we will speak in conference before you may return to class. In addition, plagiarism is a serious offense and will not be tolerated.  You are responsible and will be held accountable for all UNCG policies on student conduct and academic integrity: http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/.
· Laptops:  You may not bring laptops to class unless otherwise instructed.
· Disability Services Statement: To receive accommodations for a documented disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you must self-identify and obtain proper documentation from the UNCG Office of Disability Services (336.334.5440 or http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/). 

· Waiver: This syllabus is subject to change at my discretion. I will hand out changes in written form as an addendum to the syllabus.  The course goals, objectives, and student competencies do not change. 
· Pre-requisite requirement:  ENG 101 is a prerequisite for ENG 102. In other words, you must have already completed ENG 101 with a passing grade to remain in this course. 
General Thoughts: 
· Save your work in two spots (like your laptop’s hard drive and a jump drive).  If your computer dies, then you lose work for all of your classes.  Not a happy place to be. 
· Check your UNCG email and Bb regularly—at least once before each class—in order to remain updated on any changes or suggestions from me. 

· I reward creativity in writing, speaking, and class discussion.  How do I define “student creativity”?  The student doesn’t just rely on recycled, clichéd ideas in writing and discussion; rather he/she makes connections to other ideas outside of this class, such as another college class, a current news story, personal experience, etc., and considers every text—a reading, a student essay, a class discussion—in a critical manner. So, the student is, in this way, recreating or reworking the coursework to make it personally interesting.  And, that is what ‘A’ and ‘B’ students do.  See the general grading guidelines on Bb for more information. 
· If you are stuck on any assignment (large or small), please email me or see me and we’ll talk about it.  Don’t just sink silently into the murky depths of the semester; ask questions and get the help you need.  
· Everything counts in this class. 
Course Schedule:


all major assignments in bold; Bb= posted on Blackboard

	Date
	In Class Today
	To Be Completed Before Class Today

	W 1/21
	Syllabus and Course Introduction
	

	F 1/23
	Review of Basics of Rhetorical Analysis
Discussing Discussion Groups & Reading Summaries
	· Buy books and supplies



	M 1/26
	Review Turnball 
Declamations handout and discussion
	· David Turnball, “The Function of Maps” (page 7 and also available on Bb)
· Reading summaries begin today

	W 1/28
	Bulbeck and Mohanty
	· Chilla Bulbeck, “Fracturing Binarisms” (37)

· Chandra Mohanty, “One-Third/Two-Thirds World” (41)

	F 1/30
	Workshop:  Using Technology in the Classroom & Researching Tools and Evaluation of Projects
	· Group A declamations and Group B response post this weekend

	M 2/2
	Williams
	· William Appleman Williams, “Empire as a Way of Life” (81)


	W 2/4
	Greene and Kloby 
	· Felix Greene, “How It Began” (88)
· Jerry Kloby, “The Legacy of Colonialism” (99)

	F 2/6
	Workshop:  MLA and library resources review
	· Group B declamations and Group A response post this weekend

	M 2/9
	Amin and Memmi
	· Samir Amin, “Eurocentrism”  (97)
· Albert Memmi, “Assigning a Value to Difference” (173)

	W 2/11
	Stein 
	· Eleanor Stein, “Construction of an Enemy”  (205)

	F 2/13
	Workshop:  Discuss Presentation assignment and strategies
	· Group A declamations and Group B response post this weekend

	M 2/16
	Lerner and W.H.O.
	· Gerda Lerner, “The Patriarchal Family” (253)

· World Health Organization, “Violence Against Women” (278)

	W 2/18
	Marshall
	· Lucinda Marshall, “The Connection Between Militarism and Violence Against Women” (307)

	F 2/20
	Workshop:  Group Meetings in class
	

	M 2/23
	Mandatory Group Conferences with me (no class)
	

	W 2/25
	Group Conferences continued (no class)
	

	F 2/27
	Workshop: Group meetings in class
	

	M 3/2
	Presentations
	· History Lesson #1

	W 3/4 
	Presentations
	· History Lesson #2

	F 3/6
	Presentations
	· History Lesson #3

	M 3/9 –

F 3/13
	Spring Break

	M 3/16
	Presentations
	· History Lesson #4
· Last Day to drop without penalty –Tues 3/17

	W 3/18
	Presentations
	· History Lesson #5

	F 3/20
	Film: The Corporation or When the Levees Broke
	· Short response to film
· Group B declamations and Group A response post this weekend

	M 3/23
	Parenti
	· Michael Parenti, “The WTO and Globalization”(449)

	W 3/25
	Yates
	· Michael Yates, “Poverty and Inequality in the Global Economy”(330)

	F 3/27
	Farmer
	· Paul Farmer, “Suffering and Structural Violence” (368)
· Group A declamations and Group B response post this weekend

	M 3/30
	Albertini
	· Claudio Albertini, “Small is Beautiful” (577)

	W 4/1
	Shiva

“Nigerian Women”
	· Vandana Shiva, “Building Water Democracy” (580)

· New Pittsburgh Courier, “Nigerian Women Win Out Against Oil Giants” (584)

	F 4/3
	Featherstone

Discuss Presentation assignment and strategies
	· Liza Featherstone, “The New Student Movement” (585)
· Group B declamations and Group A response post this weekend

	M 4/6
	“The Grameen Bank”
	· “The Grameen Bank” (594)

	W 4/8
	Singer
	· Peter Singer, “On Giving” (Bb)

	F 4/10
	Easter Holiday

	M 4/13
	Film:  From the Ground Up
	· Short response to film

	W 4/15
	Roundtable on NGOs
	· “A Sampling of NGOs Working for Social Change” (598)

· Short, informative report (150-200 words) on NGO related to final presentation

	F 4/17
	Roundtable continued and Group Meetings 
	

	M 4/20
	Optional Group Conferences with me (no class)
	

	W 4/22
	Conferences continued (no class)
	

	F 4/24
	Presentations
	· Current Issue #1

	M 4/27
	Presentations
	· Current Issue #2

	W 4/29
	Presentations
	· Current Issue #3

	F 5/1
	Presentations
	· Current Issue #4

	M 5/4
	Presentations
	· Current Issue #5

	M 5/11
	Final Exam Day – no test scheduled

Pick up final grades in my office 11am-12noon
	


