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Spring 2009


Will Dodson

Office Location: EUC 222 U

Phone:  4-5405

Email:  wjdodson@uncg.edu

Office Hours: MW 4-5, T 11-12 and by appointment

ENG 102-07
Synapses and Search Engines: Neurology, New Media, and Rhetoric

 MWF 10:00-10:50

COURSE DESCRIPTION

As the Internet continues to make our world increasingly accessible, many worry that our constant exposure to media makes us dumber, lazier, and less curious. Others respond that such fears always seem to pop up with every generation gap, and that “adults” always think that “young people” are going to ruin the world. Still others wonder, what exactly happens in our brains when we read, when we watch, when we multitask? In this speaking-intensive course, we will examine various historical, sociological, educational, political, scientific and artistic perspectives on technology and the brain. We will read arguments warning of the dangers of television and Internet media dumbing down our culture, and arguments praising these media for making us smarter. Through short writing assignments, in-class debates, research projects, and oral presentations, you will articulate various perspectives and add your own to the ongoing conversation.

In the course, you will learn to:

· Interpret and evaluate perspectives of argumentative discourse, including writing, speech, and visual media

· Construct and communicate cogent perspective-based arguments clearly, coherently and effectively

· Locate, synthesize, and evaluate relevant information

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of academic discourse

· Weigh evidence and evaluate arguments of differing perspectives

· Speak well in a variety of settings and discourse conventions

· Produced clear and effective visual aids

· Participate effectively in group feedback and support processes and learn how these processes improve writing and speaking

· Develop effective listening skills as part of the speaking process

As a class you are going to immerse yourselves in complicated and conflicting discourse focused on our evolving national and global culture. You will read a diverse selection of texts, literary, audio, and visual, and examine their techniques and effectiveness. You will engage in a number of informal and formal speaking and writing activities.  These activities will help you deepen, diversify, and discuss your understanding of the conflicting viewpoints in contemporary America.

REQUIRED TEXTS & MATERIALS

Steven Johnson, Everything Bad Is Good For You: How Today’s Popular Culture Is Actually Making Us Smarter

Steven Johnson, Mind Wide Open: Your Brain and the Neuroscience of Everyday Life

Neil Postman. Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business

Matthew Duncan and Gustav W. Friedrich, Oral Presentations in the Composition 

Course: A Brief Guide
In addition to these texts, I will provide supplementary handouts from various other sources on our subject matter, along with readings about academic speaking and presenting. I will provide some in hard copy form; others you will need to download and print from Blackboard. 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

Readings

You must print out every reading on Blackboard. Careful annotation of our readings is one of the skills we will be developing in this course, and you must have a physical copy of your reading with which to work. I recognize that printing the materials for the course will be hard on a printer cartridge, but keep in mind it’s much less expensive than purchasing the books! You must have the appropriate texts with you for each class, and failure to do so will result in me counting you absent for that day.

Attendance

College should be considered a job like any other. If you repeatedly miss work, you get fired.  Your attendance in class is obligatory, and that includes not just physical presence but preparation (i.e. doing your homework) and participation. Because much of your grade depends on your Blackboard posts and your in-class quizzes, each absence hurts you in a variety of ways at once.

You are not required to give me a reason for missing class.  There is no such thing as an “excused” or “unexcused” absence. Actual emergencies are rare. In the event you have an actual emergency, I will help you keep up with class. If you miss class for any reason other than an actual emergency, I suggest you ask a benevolent classmate for your missed assignments. 


If you miss more than three classes for any reason, I will lower your grade for the course by one letter. If you miss more than five classes, then, you will automatically fail the course. This policy is inflexible, and you will receive no warnings or second chances.

Civilized Behavior

We begin class at 10:00 a.m. Unless you have an actual medical or family emergency, there is no excuse for missing class or for tardiness. I dislike tardiness particularly. I begin each class with a short lecture, and that lecture contains material you need for class. If you enter class late, you disrupt not only my train of thought, but also that of your 21 classmates. Do not enter class late. 

No cell phones, Bluetooth (Blueteeth?), Blackberrys, iPhones, iPods.  Turn them OFF before class.  If I see you text messaging I will ask you to leave class, and you will be counted absent for that day.

You may bring bottled water or soft drinks to class, but do not eat during class. We’re talking to each other, and snack food tends to inhibit conversation.

Respect one another.  Lively discussion is the goal of the course, but remember to treat one another with respect.  Do not interrupt speakers, and do not insult your peers.  Disagreements are great, but discussion will be polite.  I do not tolerate any language that is sexist, racist, or homophobic.  Everyone is entitled to her or his own view, but we will not discuss issues using discriminatory language.

Laptops

Laptops may be used in class only by students having a special need for purposes of note-taking or other classroom activities. Students with such a need should make specific arrangements with the instructor. No student may use a laptop in class without a prior arrangement with the instructor.

Submitting Written Work

All written work must be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman font, and stapled. If multi-page work is not stapled, you may not submit it. Do not come to class with loose pages and ask me if I have a stapler. I do not have a stapler. Find a stapler before class, and staple your pages together in the proper order. Don’t dog-ear your pages. See the attached sample paper at the end of the syllabus for the proper format. If you do not follow this format, I will not accept your work.
If you have a serious family or medical emergency, you may be forced to miss class without working it out ahead of time. Such a situation requires you to email me (and all your other teachers) as soon as possible, i.e., within a day or two, to alert me to the situation. Look at class as you would any job; if you have an emergency that requires you to miss work, you call in to work and let them know. If you don’t, you get fired. College courses are no different. If you have an emergency, you have my sympathy. But you must let me know in a timely fashion in order to avoid penalty.

GRADING

I will base your grade on your performance in the following assignments. I will have assignment sheets describing each in detail. Brief descriptions follow below:

Research Project and Presentation


30%

Blackboard Posts and Leading Discussion

20%

Issue debate





15%

Short Paper





10%

Extemporaneous Speaking/Discussion Participation
10%

Reflective writing
 




15%

Research Project and Presentation


You will conduct a semester-long project in which you research a relevant issue or issues that interest you. You will produce a 10-12 page research paper and an accompanying 8-10 minute presentation. The paper will undergo a process of multiple drafts, go through a peer editing stage, and undergo further revisions after I see an initial draft. 
Blackboard Posts/Leading Discussion


Each week, you will post on Blackboard a discussion question (or topic), including relevant contextual information for the class, about the reading material. I will call on two or three of you each class period to lead discussion for a segment of the class. You should, therefore, have at least some idea of what you think the answer(s) might be. You must be prepared to introduce the question or topic, what led you to ask it, and on what class material you think we should focus. (I strongly recommend, then, that you print out at least your own question, and you should probably have a copy of everyone’s.) Consider your posts as research ideas to help you work on your research project.

Issue Debate


You will be divided into small groups. Your group will work together to develop a position on a given topic, and you will be matched against another group that has a different (though not necessarily opposing). You will then hold an in-class debate in which each of you presents arguments, rebuts arguments of other groups, and responds to rebuttals by other groups.

Short Paper


During your research process, you will produce a 4-6 page exploratory paper in which you synthesize material and suggest consequences of your synthesis in the context of our course.

Discussion Participation and Extemporaneous Speaking


You will be expected to participate in class discussions. You will pay close attention to contextual information provided by me and any Discussion Leaders or other speakers, taking notes and preparing extemporaneous responses. I will call on 2-3 students each period to speak for no less than 2 uninterrupted minutes about a topic for the day, reading or film, depending on what your assignment is for that day.

Reflective Writing

You will be required to write weekly 2 page essays in which you will reflect on readings, the writing process, or other specified topics. 

General characteristics of good reflective essays


Spontaneity.  The goal is to be open to ideas and associations.  The focus should be 


on generating and pushing thoughts, not necessarily completing them.
Reflection.  These essays are not diaries.  They do not merely report what material you covered, but constantly ask the question, what is the significance of what I have encountered?
Interdisciplinary synthesis.  Reach out, hook up with other material from other classes, from your personal experience, from books you’ve read, movies you’ve seen, songs you’ve heard.  Free associate, speculate.  Be aware of yourself as a learner.
Standard spelling and Academic grammar in Formal Assignments

We all speak in different dialects of the English language.  All of these dialects are equally “correct” in their context of usage.

In the academic context, we will be working to strengthen our skills in the written academic dialect, otherwise (and inaccurately) known as “standard English.”  This is an important skill to have, especially when you’re trying to get a job later on.

I expect your spelling to be perfect in the final drafts of your essays.  Your computer’s Spell Check is NOT going to catch everything, especially common mistakes like confusing words. Spell Check, for example, will not catch these:


your/you’re
since/sense
to/too/two
their/there/they’re




then/than
its/it’s

which/witch

And so on.  Use your roommates, use the Writing Center (see below), use each other, use a writing guide.  You must catch your mistakes before I do.

Furthermore, the grammatical mechanics of your papers must conform to the standards of academic writing.  We will work on our skills together, and I will be happy to work with students outside of class who wish to get additional practice.

Speaking Center and Writing Center


You are required to make use of both of these services. Use the Speaking Center to practice your oral presentations and extemporaneous speaking skills, and to prepare for your discussion leader day. Use the Writing Center to get an outside perspective on your writing in order to catch weaknesses in your paper drafts. Both centers are located in 3211 MHRA, and can be reached online, respectively, at <http://www.speakingcenter.uncg.edu/> and <http://www.uncg.edu/eng/ writingcenter/>. 


Keep in mind your timelines. The Speaking Center requires your sessions occur at least 48 hours before a presentation is due. The Writing Center takes walk-ins, but often has a long wait. Making appointments and planning your work ahead of time is crucial to your success.

Conferences

Each of you is required to schedule and hold one conference. Additional conferences can be scheduled at the discretion of individuals or groups.  I will provide sign up sheets later in the semester to schedule the required conferences.  

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is assumed.  Should my trust in you be violated, you will be penalized to the fullest possible extent allowed by the University.  Plagiarism or other academic dishonesty will result in an “F” for the course.  

Be sure to carefully read over UNCG’s policies at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu

Students With Disabilities

If you have a disability and wish to be accommodated in the classroom via the Americans With Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Office of Disability Services. Call them at 334-5440.  Please meet with me at the beginning of the semester with the proper forms so that we can work together and make comfortable arrangements. 
CALENDER

This schedule is subject to change.

You are responsible for keeping up with those changes and adjusting accordingly.

I may adjust homework for each class period, so obviously your attendance is important if you want to know what it is we’re doing. Below, for your convenience, I have listed the dates and days of each of our class meetings, the due dates for your major work, and holidays.

Wednesday, January 21

Introduction to the course

Friday, January 23


Fundamentals of Rhetoric (BB)

Mind Wide Open, Preface: Kafka’s Room






Familiarize yourself with Wikipedia’s entry on the 

brain: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brain

Monday, January 26


Mind Wide Open, Chapter 1; Blackboard post

Wednesday, January 28

Mind Wide Open, Chapter 2
Friday, January 30


Mind Wide Open, Chapter 3; Reflective writing 

Monday, February 2


Mind Wide Open, Chapter 4; Blackboard post

Wednesday, February 4

Mind Wide Open, Chapter 5
Friday, February 6


Mind Wide Open, Chapter 6; Reflective writing 

Monday, February 9


Mind Wide Open, Conclusion

Blackboard Post

Wednesday, February 11

Group discussion: Rhetoric and the brain

Friday, February 13
The Musical Mystery (BB)

Oral Presentations, ch. 1-3
Reflective writing





Rhetoric, language, and music?

Monday, February 16

Is Google Making Us Stupid? (BB)






Is the Web Helping Us Evolve? (BB)

Blackboard post

Wednesday, February 18

Amusing, Introduction, Forward, Ch. 1-2

Friday, February 20


Amusing, Ch. 3-4; Reflective writing

Monday, February 23

Amusing, Ch. 5-6: Blackboard post






*SHORT PAPER DRAFT DUE FOR GROUPS
Wednesday, February 25

Amusing, Ch. 7-8
Friday, February 27


Amusing, Ch. 9-10; Reflective writing
Monday, March 2


Amusing, Ch. 11, Twilight of the Books (BB)






*SHORT PAPER DRAFT DUE

Wednesday, March 4

Talking It Up (BB)

Autumn of the Multitaskers (BB)

Oral Presentations, ch. 4-6

Friday, March 6


Research project and presentation workshop

Monday, March 9


SPRING BREAK

Wednesday, March 11

SPRING BREAK

Friday, March 13


SPRING BREAK
Monday, March 16


I Feel Your Pain (BB); Blackboard post

Wednesday, March 18

Everything Bad, Introduction






Oral Presentations, ch. 7-8

Friday, March 20


Everything Bad, pp. 15-41; Reflective writing
Monday, March 23


Everything Bad, pp. 42-72; Blackboard post

Wednesday, March 25

Everything Bad, pp. 72-105
Friday, March 27


Everything Bad, pp. 106-136; Reflective writing
Monday, March 30


Everything Bad, pp. 137-166

*RESEARCH PAPER DRAFT DUE FOR GROUPS

Wednesday, April 1


Everything Bad, pp. 166-184
Friday, April 3


Everything Bad, pp. 184-199; Reflective writing

Monday, April 6


Issue debate, pt. 1

Wednesday, April 8


Issue debate, pt. 2

Friday, April 10


SPRING HOLIDAY; NO CLASS
Monday, April 13


Issue debate, pt. 3






*RESEARCH PAPER DRAFT DUE

Wednesday, April 15


Synthesis: Making sense of all this nonsense

Friday, April 17


Research, Read, Revise; Reflective writing
Monday, April 20


Workshop

Wednesday, April 22


Workshop
Friday, April 24


Workshop

Monday, April 27


Presentations, pt. 1






*REVISED SHORT PAPERS DUE

Wednesday, April 29


Presentations, pt. 2

Friday, May 1


Presentations, pt. 3

Monday, May 4


Presentations, pt. 4

Tuesday, May 5


Presentations, pt. 5

Monday, May 11


FINAL PAPERS DUE
Noon-3:00 p.m.

APPENDIX A: FORMATTING

Your Name

102-06

Dodson

15 September 2008

If Your Paper Has a Title, It Goes Here in Regular Font, No Bold, No Italics


Your reflective essays, film analyses, and final project papers should all follow this format. Everything is double-spaced, no quadruple space. When you quote source in text, it generally looks like this: “The quote goes in quotation marks, and the author follows, along with page number. Note that the punctuation follows the parentheses, and is not included at the end of this sentence, and that there is no comma between author name and punctuation” (Author 63). There are variations to this format. If you have a copy of Diana Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference, you’ll see many of the formats you need to know. Or, you can visit her website: www.dianahacker.com/resdoc. 

Occasionally, you’ll have a quote that runs longer than four lines. Any quote that runs longer than four lines should follow “block” format. Introduce the quote, and then



indent two tabs in. Maintain your double spacing for MLA format. Other 

formats may look different. You will need to make sure you know the difference between MLA, APA, and CMS (Chicago) formatting styles when your other classes call for it. The block quote is not bracketed in quotation marks. At the end of a block quote, you include the final punctuation before the author citation. (Author 72)

Block quotes should generally look like a sandwich. Try not to end a paragraph with a block quote. Instead, comment on and analyze the quote’s importance to your project in discussion following the use of the quote. Again, consult Hacker for variations on the format.


Finally, note the page numbering, including your last name, in the upper right hand corner of each page. Remember to follow exactly the proper format, or your work will be returned ungraded (which equals zero). Your works cited page should be at the end of the paper, and start a new page. It should start something like this:

Works Cited

Dodson, Will. How to Do Things the Way I Want. Hartford, CT: Connecticut UP, 2007.

McGinn, Colin. “The Musical Mystery.” Rev. of Musicophilia, by Oliver Sacks. The New 

York Review of Books 55.3 (2008): 33-5.

Postman, Neil. Amusing Ourselves to Death. 1985. New York: Penguin, 2005

They Died With Their Boots On. Dir. Raoul Walsh. 1941. DVD. Warner Bros., 2006. 

“Works Cited” is in regular font and centered. Double spacing remains constant. I included the citation format for a book and a film. Of course, there are many other formatting possibilities, e.g. Chicago, or APA. It will be your responsibility to follow the proper formats.

APPENDIX B: SHORT PAPER AND RESEARCH PROJECT

Rationale:


You will develop your skills in seeking, finding, and synthesizing a wide range of research in the process of crafting your own perspective on a topic, and produce an articulate, original argument supported by your research.

Requirements: 4-6 page short paper, 10-12 page final paper, 8-10 minute oral presentation. Remember the language of a written paper differs significantly from the language of an oral presentation. You will be producing two rhetorically distinct expressions on the same topic. Exactly how and why these parts of the project are distinct will become clear as we progress through the course.

Description: Using our course readings as springboards, you will explore an issue related to the rhetoric and topics such as the brain, consciousness, social interaction, new media, some combination of the above, or your own interests.


You will produce an early draft of each paper that will undergo peer editing in your assigned groups, a second draft that I will critique, and a final draft due on the dates noted in your calendar.


The short paper will be a focused exploration of some aspect of your larger research topic. You will be developing this paper while we’re still in the middle of reading our course texts, so keep your focus on “exploration.” You will find yourself revising as we read and talk in class. You goal will be to review a number of outside sources—4-6 is the minimum range—and place them in conversation with one another and the course themes. This will not be a thesis-driven paper, but more of a literature review. (Not literature in the sense of fiction, but literature in the sense of what has already been said about your topic.) For more information on what a literature review is, visit http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/literature_review.html


The research paper is thesis-driven, in which you articulate and support your interpretation of your topic, and demonstrate the validity of your interpretation.


Both papers should represent your very best polished writing.


The oral presentation is your opportunity to introduce your classmates to your topic, why it matters, and why your point of view matters. You will make a formal speech, including a handout for your classmates that supports and contextualizes your talk.

Checklist for Research Paper Writing and Revising:

Introductory paragraphs:

· Are the elements in your thesis statement clearly organized? Have you indicated how they relate to each other?

· Do any terms in your argument need definition or elaboration?

· Have you indicated your essay’s contribution to the critical conversation about your topic? Be sure to indicate what is unique about your argument as well as how it builds on, counters, or re-conceives earlier material.

Body Paragraphs

· Where do you need to provide more evidence, both textual and contextsual information and examples?

· Quotations. Review your use of quotations and follow MLA format and the MLA style guide for when and how to use block quotations and when and how to incorporate quotations into your text. Quote selectively from your sources, avoiding long block quotations, and be sure to analyze the passages you quote. Do not quote and run.

· Paraphrasing. Remember that paraphrases and summaries should also be cited! Failure to cite your sources, even unintentionally, is considered plagiarism.

· Review your essay’s overall organization: do the sections of your essay clearly unfold the development of your argument?

· Include transitions that mark the movement of your ideas and their relation to your thesis statement. 

· Eliminate repetition in your argument and examples.

Conclusion

· Reflect on or extend, rather than repeat, your thesis statement.

Throughout

· Edit for clarity and conciseness.

· Use active verbs as much as possible.

· Eliminate complicated phrasing that obscures your ideas. Conversely, eliminate vague, general language that will also obscure your ideas.

Tips on Oral Presentation:

The Basic Speech Outline

Good speeches, like snowflakes, are unique and have different structures. However, there are some fundamentals that all speeches share. 

1. Introduction: gains audience attention, orients the listeners to your topic and prepares them for your speech. The Introduction includes some attention getting elements such as why the topic is significant and topical. It should also include your thesis statement, the main point you’re demonstrating in the speech.

2. Body: contains about 3/4 of the total speech. It’s divided into 3-4 main points. Each main point is clearly stated and supported by subordinate points containing your research and/or supporting material. Typically, you will introduce a main point, explain and demonstrate it, and transition from one point to the next. Transitions seem to be difficult for inexperienced speakers, and you should pay close attention to how your speech moves from one point to another.

3. Conclusion: reviews your main points and provides closure by ending with a strong final statement.

4. Development: Start with simple concepts and gradually move into more complex ones. Avoid overloading the audience with too much information. Stagger examples and data, along with personal connections and appeals, to keep your audience’s attention. Give your listeners a framework for understanding your information.

Vocal Delivery Skills

1. Volume and Pitch: Everyone in the room should be able to hear you, but no one should think you’re too loud. You also want your voice to be modulated in such a way that you show your own interest in the topic and your confidence with it. Monotone encourages boredom. Tremors and questioning tones imply incompetence.

2. Rate: You should speak at a comfortable rate, slow enough for listeners to follow you, but not so slow that they lose interest. Watch the “uh’s” and “ummm’s.” Especially watch out for “you know what I mean?” “all right, so like” and so on.

3. Rhythm and Pause: Don’t rush through a speech. Pause with important ideas to let them sink in. Consider the rhythm of your speech as if you were a listener.

Physical Delivery Skills

1. Movement: You may use a podium for most formal speeches, but more often you’ll be in front of a group and have some freedom of movement. Do not lean from one hip to the other, do not put your hands on your hips or in your pockets. Use one or two hands for your notecards, make gestures and punctuations. The key is not to overdo anything. You don’t want to be spastic, but you don’t want to be stiff.

2. Facial Expressions and Eye Contact: These are very important to your success. Reading your speech loses your audience even faster than mumbling. You don’t have to look people in the eye, but you do need to show them your face. Show your own interest in your topic with your facial expressions, which are signals to your audience about how they should react to your words.

Practice and Nerves

1. Know your topic, and practice your speech out loud: I can tell in about 3 seconds how much you have practiced. You might think you can just walk in and do it, but let me just burst your bubble and say, no, you can’t. You need to practice your speech, over and over. Once or twice a day for a week is the minimum if you want to give an “A” level speech. If you know your speech, you’ll be confident.

2. Dry mouth: It’s okay to have a little water up there with you and pause for a sip. Here’s a useful tip: don’t have soda. You will burp at the least convenient moment you can imagine.

3. Speaking Center: Remember you must make your appointment at least 48 hours in advance. Have a FULL draft of your speech before you go to the speaking center, or you’ll just waste your time.

