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Rhetoric and Politics
When we hear the word “politics” we often think of government leaders/officials and their language and behavior.  The Oxford English Dictionary (OED), however, also defines politics as “the assumptions or principles relating to or underlying any activity, theory, or attitude, esp. when concerned with questions of power and status in a society [usually as in “politics of _____”).” In this class, we will closely examine various types of political rhetoric, but we will also explore the interconnections between politics (of race, of gender, of class, of language, etc.) and rhetoric, in order to think, read, and write critically about these issues.  How does rhetoric affect politics?  How do politics shape rhetoric? How does an understanding of these underlying processes affect your own rhetorical choices in speaking and writing? These are some of the issues we will explore throughout the semester.
Assigned texts:

Oral Presentations in the Composition Course: A Brief Guide, Duncan & Friedrich, 
Published: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006, ISBN: 0-312-41784-5

Language Awareness, 9th edition, Eschholz, Rosa and Clark

Published: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2005, ISBN: 0-312-40702-5

BlackBoard articles (you will have to print these articles and bring them to class on the day they are due for discussion)
Required Materials:  
1. notebook, textbook/article and pen in class every day  

2. online and print access (available in library or computer labs on campus)

3. Blackboard account (http://blackboard.uncg.edu) 

4. stapler

Learning Goals

English 102 is a speaking-intensive (SI), advanced composition and rhetoric course.  This means that we will work hard on improving our skills in written and oral rhetoric.  In this class, students will learn how to:
· write and speak clearly, coherently, and effectively
· adapt modes of communication to specific audiences
· interpret academic writing and discourse in a variety of disciplines
· locate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information
Grades will be calculated as follows:

· Class participation (includes attendance)—15%: Class participation requires active listening, reading, writing and speaking in the classroom as well as visible effort in your group projects and regular on-time attendance at class and conferences.  See attendance and lateness rules below.
· Speech analysis—5%: For this assignment, you will choose a political speech to analyze, and you will present the speech and your analysis to the class in a brief oral presentation.  
· Reading Quizzes—10%: You will take a reading quiz once per week, on a day of my choice.  Reading quizzes ensure that everyone is doing the reading and thus, can actively participate in class discussion.  

· Current Events Presentation—10%: For this assignment, you will choose a current event, research it thoroughly (by consulting various print and web sources about it), analyze your research findings, and then present your analysis of those findings to the class. 
· Discussion Leading Paired Presentation—20%: During one of our class meetings, you and a partner will be required to lead the discussion for that day’s class.  This will include a 10-15 minute oral presentation about a text of your own choosing (provide background information on the text, author or context of the work for the rest of the class, and point out the issues that interest you).  After the oral presentation, you will both be responsible for leading the class discussion (primarily by asking questions, stimulating debate, looking closely at specific passages or scenes in the text, etc.).  This assignment requires planning in advance as well as extensive research and critical thinking.  At least three weeks before your presentation date, you will conference with me about your plans for discussion.  At least two weeks before your presentation date, you will go to the University Speaking Center to practice.    

· Written assignments—40%: You will have many writing assignments in this class, both formal and informal. These will include, but are not limited to: an analytical paper about your current events research, an analytical paper about the text which you lead discussion for, an annotated bibliography and a critical self-evaluation.  You will have ample opportunity to revise these works.    
Class rules:

Please note that there are absolutely NO exceptions to these rules.  My attendance and lateness policy is non-negotiable.  

· All oral presentations must take place on the day they are due. You must be present on a presentation due date or you will automatically receive an “F” for the assignment.  Unless you have an extreme and verifiable emergency, you will not be able to make up the presentation. DO NOT MISS CLASS WHEN YOU ARE DUE TO PRESENT.
· Frequent lateness or absence is unacceptable.  Students who are absent more than three times in the semester will lose a letter grade for each additional absence, without exception.  Students who are absent six times or more will automatically fail the entire course. Attendance at a scheduled conference is just as important as attendance in class, therefore, missing a conference will count as an absence from class. 

· Students who are late seven or more times (even if only five minutes) will lose a letter grade.   For the purposes of this class, the classroom clock time will be our guide.  If your cell phone or watch does not match the classroom clock time: SYNCHRONIZE.   

· All assignments for this class must meet the guidelines provided on the assignment sheet.  

· All written assignments for this class must be submitted in hard copy on the day they are due.  If you are absent on a “paper due” day, you must either give the paper to a friend to deliver to my office or give the paper to a classmate to give to me in class.  I do not accept assignments via email; if you email me a paper on the due date, it will be considered late and points will be deducted until you turn in a hard copy the next time you come to class.

· Late papers will lose 1/3 of a letter grade for each class day they are late.  This means that an “A” paper submitted on Wednesday when it was due on Monday will only earn an   “A-“.  

· Absolutely no cell phones, ipods, gameboys, blackberries, iphones, etc. in class.  Ringing cell phones may be confiscated!
· Laptop use in the classroom is not permitted.        
· Plagiarism is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: copying from any previously written work without citing the source, paraphrasing without citing the source, or simply submitting other people’s work as your own.  Plagiarism will result in an “F” for the assignment, which will probably greatly lower your grade in the course. In addition to the “F” grade, further disciplinary action may be taken by university officials.  See the University Academic Integrity Policy below for further information.

Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty.  If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty.  Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy.  To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/.  I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity policy.    

The Office of Disability Services: Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible.  If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made.  The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open from 8am to 5pm, Monday-Friday.  Telephone: 334-5440; email: ods@uncg.edu.

Additional Resources
The University Speaking Center, MHRA 3211:The Speaking Center telephone # is 336-256-1346.  You MUST make an appointment for a consultation. Each of you must attend the Speaking Center to work on your discussion leading presentations at least two weeks in advance of the presentation due date.  This is a requirement; not doing so will count as an absence. The Speaking Center will not take appointments less than two days before the presentation due date.  Please bring me a copy of the review that the Center consultant provides to you. For more information, visit their website: http://speakingcenter.uncg.edu/. 
The University Writing Center, MHRA 3211: The purpose of the Writing Center is to enhance the confidence and competence of student writers by providing free, individual assistance at any stage of any writing project.  Staff consultants are experienced writers and alert readers, prepared to offer feedback and suggestions on drafts of papers, help students find answers to their questions about writing, and provide one-on-one instruction as needed.  I strongly encourage students to visit the WC at least once throughout the semester with an assignment or paper.  For more information, visit their website at: http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter/.  
The Learning Assistance Center: The Learning Assistance Center offers free services to the entire UNCG undergraduate community and is located in McIver Hall, rooms 101-104, and 150.  For help with study skills, contact Erin Farrior, Academic Skills specialist.  Telephone: 334-3878, e-mail: lac@uncg.edu.  
Class Schedule
Please note that this schedule is subject to change throughout the semester.  No changes will be made without at least one class day of prior notice, but those of you who miss class must be sure to check Blackboard or ask fellow students about possible assignment changes.

	Day
	Date
	In-Class Activity
	Reading Assignments Due
	Writing Assignments Due

	W
	1/21/09
	Introduction to class
	
	

	F
	1/23/09
	Rhetoric refresher 
	
	

	M
	1/26/09
	Critical Reading & Thinking Discussion

Why is it important to think & read critically?  
	· “From Reading to Writing” 
	

	W
	1/28/09
	Sample speech analysis
	
	

	F
	1/30/09
	What are the attributes of effective oral rhetoric? How do oral and written rhetoric differ?  
	· Oral Presentations in the Composition Course (OPCC)

· Introduction

· pp. 6-9

· pp. 14-16
· chapter 3
	

	M
	2/2/09
	Political Rhetoric
	· “Politics, Propaganda, and Doublespeak” 
· “Propaganda: How not to be Bamboozled”
· “The World of Doublespeak”
	· 1-2 page audience analysis of the class

	W
	2/4/09
	
	· “Politics and the English Language” 
	 

	F
	2/6/09
	
	· “Selection, Slanting, and Charged Language”
	

	M
	2/9/09
	Speech analysis Presentations
	
	

	W
	2/11/09
	S.A. Presentations
	
	

	F
	2/13/09
	S.A. Presentations
	
	· 2-3 page written speech analyses due AND presentation self-evaluation

	M
	2/16/09
	Writing
	· “Writing for an Audience”

· “What Happens When People Write?”

· “Be Specific”

· “Simplicity”
	

	W
	2/18/09
	Politics of the Mainstream Media

	· “Television News: the Language of Pictures”
· “Case Study: Violence and the Media”

· “Indictment and Trial of Media’s Crime Coverage”
	

	F
	2/20/09
	PEER WORKSHOP

	M-F
	2/23-27
	LIBRARY WEEK: RESEARCH DISCUSSION LEADING PRESENTATIONS

	M
	3/2/09
	Politics of Race
	· “The Language of Prejudice”
· “Words with Built-in Judgments”

· “UN Urges Dropping of Words with Racist Tinge”
	· Revised Speech Analyses DUE

	W
	3/4/09
	
	· “The Meanings of a Word”
· “An Essay on a Wickedly Powerful Word” 

· “Racist Language, Real and Imagined”
	

	F
	3/6/09
	
	· “If Hip-Hop Ruled the World”
· “Black Men and Public Spaces”
	

	M-F
	3/9-3/13
	NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK

	M
	3/16/09
	Current Events Presentations
	
	

	W
	3/18/09
	C.E. Presentations
	
	

	F
	3/20/09
	C.E. Presentations
	
	

	M
	3/23/09
	C.E. Presentations
	
	· 4-5page C.E. analysis due

	W
	3/25/09
	Politics of English Language
	· “Should English be the Law?”
· “Bilingualism in America”

· “An Open Letter to Diversity’s Victims”
· “Why and When We Speak Spanish in Public”
	

	F
	3/27/09
	CLASS CANCELED

	M
	3/30/09
	Politics of Gender and Sexuality
	· “Men and Women Talking”
· “He and She: What’s the Real Difference?”
· “How to Give Orders Like a Man”
	· Annotated bibliography due

	W
	4/1/09
	
	· “Gender Wars in Cyberspace”
· “Gender and Democracy in Computer-Mediated Communication”
	

	F
	4/3/09
	
	· “The Language of Sexual Discrimination”
· “’Queer’ Evolution: Word Goes Mainstream”

· “Because That’s What We Do to Faggots”

· “Real Men Don’t: Anti-Male Bias in English”
	

	M
	4/6/09
	Film: Life and Debt
	
	

	W
	4/8/09
	Film: Life and Debt
	
	Discussion Leading texts due to me

	F
	4/10/09
	NO CLASS: UNIVERSITY HOLIDAY

	M
	4/13/09
	
	· “A Small Place”
	

	W
	4/15/09
	Politics of Class
	· “How to Get the Poor off Our Conscience” (BB) 
· “What’s So Bad About Being Poor?”  (BB)
	

	F
	4/17/09
	
	· “After Welfare”  
	

	M
	4/20/09
	Discussion Leading Presentations
	· TBA
	

	W
	4/22/09
	D.L. Presentations
	· TBA
	

	F
	4/24/09
	D.L. Presentations
	· TBA
	

	M
	4/27/09
	D.L. Presentations
	· TBA
	· 5-7 page research papers due

	W
	4/29/09
	D.L. Presentations
	· TBA
	

	F
	5/1/09
	D.L. Presentations
	· TBA
	

	M
	5/4/09
	Peer Workshop
	
	Bring paper draft

	T*
	5/5/09
	Peer Workshop
	
	Bring paper draft


*On Tuesday, May 5th, classes follow a Friday schedule. 
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