English 102-10 Composition II





Instructor: Josh Exoo

11:00-11:50 MWF Curry 334

Office Hours: Tuesday 10:30-1:30 (or by appt.)


Office: McIver 114
Mailbox: 3114 MHRA




   Email: jjexoo@uncg.edu

Phone: 919 672 6865
Course Description:

The focus of this course is the development of critical thinking skills in creating, investigating, and explicating different modes of rhetoric and their applications in argumentation. This course is speaking intensive and while it balances written and oral communication, you will be required to speak in front of the class for all major assignments. Don’t sweat this; we will practice using reason and logic to construct informed arguments, and I will help everyone get comfortable before any major graded assignment. It’ll be fun. Stop crying. I promise.
Learning Goals:
By the end of this course a student will be able to:

· write and speak clearly, coherently, and effectively as well as to adapt modes of communication to one’s audience 

· to interpret academic writing and discourse in a variety of disciplines
· to locate, analyze, synthesize and evaluate information
Required Texts:
Cutler, Howard C.; His Holiness the Dalai Lama. The Art of Happiness (New York: Penguin Putnam Books, 1998)

Robison, Mary. Why Did I Ever. (New York: Perseus Book Group, 2001).

Access to Blackboard for supplemental materials.
Participation Requirements:

Students need to do the reading, come to class, and contribute to the discussion. Cell phones are not allowed on in class. If I see you looking at a cell phone, I will feel sadness sharpen at the heart within me. Then I will dock your participation grade. Aside from major presentations, in-class discussion will be an integral part of the course and your grade. These are the most important requirements of the class. If the majority of students in the class complete these goals, the whole class will be entitled to hear my impression of Christopher Walken, which has been famously noted by reputable magazines. (http://www.slc.edu/index.php?pageID=2074).
Office of Disability Services:
Students who may need accommodation for a disability should contact the Office of Disability Services (336) 334-5440, or on the web at: ods@uncg.edu Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.
Academic Integrity Policy:
“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy. Violators of the policy can face sanctions ranging from automatic failure of the course to expulsion. 
Auxiliary Resources:

The Speaking Center, 3211 HHRA:

An excellent resource for students in all courses (but especially speaking-intensive courses), you must make appointments at least two days before your presentation. To set up an appointment, call 256-1346 or visit <www.uncg.edu/cst/speakingcenter/main.html>
The Writing Center, 3211 HHRA:

This resource is available for all students who want to get feedback on drafts in progress. Tutors will teach you to develop ideas, organize, edit, compose and proofread your paper. Call 334-3125 for an appointment or stop by. 

Attendance:

Ideally a given student will attend every class. The student will be expected to keep abreast of all writing requirements and deadlines. Students are allowed a maximum of three absences without a grade penalty. For every absence beyond those allowed, students will be penalized one-half letter grade. Students who miss six classes will fail the course. Emergency situations that require extended absence (accidents, extended hospitalizations) will be dealt with on a case by case basis. Attendance is the number one reason students fail my courses. Be here.
Course Work:


Course work due dates are to be observed. Since this course is speaking intensive and will involve group projects, individual presentations, and discussion facilitations, please be sure to attend classes on dates when you are presenting.


“So, That Happened:” The first major writing/speaking assignment will be an individual presentation. We will read a book that examines ethics, logic, compassion and language. Each student will then construct an essay portion of the assignment explaining his or her own understanding of the argument presented, and then apply and defend that understanding to an experience in his or her own life. The experience can be tragic, comic, or somewhere in between; the most important criteria is that it does some “good” (as defined by The Art of Happiness) for the audience and should use “skillful means” (again, see TAoH) to connect to said audience. After writing and revising this essay (5 pages) the student will prepare an oral story to be performed in front of the class.


“Dispatches from the Tenth Circle:” The second major writing/speaking assignment will be a group project. Students will be assigned a group of 3 or 4 to research media coverage of a social issue (via Lexis Nexis or other media sources) and present an informed, empirical viewpoint to the class. Remember, this is a media analysis and should be focused on detecting bias (or lack thereof) in different media sources, rather than a student’s personal opinion. The entire group must speak during this presentation, and should be able to interact with and support one another during the presentation. This presentation will require at least two outside group meetings: one to organize the research, one to rehearse the presentation. The presentation should be roughly 15 minutes long, and should be timed beforehand to accommodate this requirement. The group should follow an organized, written outline that will be graded as part of the presentation grade. A group bibliography is required, and must include at least five sources for each member of the group, as well as a summary of the argument of each article, and the strengths or defects of its rhetorical composition (about half a page for each article).

“Why Did You Ever (Sign Up for this Course):” The last major speaking assignment will be individual and will involve preparing and teaching the class for approximately fifteen minutes. The content of this assignment will be Mary Robison’s novel Why Did I Ever. The student will review the material carefully, prepare an organized lecture (around 3-4 pages of notes in a style of the student’s choosing) and finally, present his or her argument of how his or her section of the text creates meaning and why Robison chose the rhetorical strategies she did. Students are encouraged to teach to their particular styles: some may be more comfortable lecturing, others may lean more toward discussion. Visual aids, diagrams, PowerPoint presentations, secondary sources, or other related materials will help the student in leading the discussion and are strongly encouraged.


“That Didn’t Suck Too Bad:” Throughout the semester a student will receive several assignments to serve as a peer evaluator and prepare a written evaluation of other students’ presentations. These evaluations include clear, factual details about the presentation as well as an organized system of evaluation that we will agree upon as a class at the beginning of the semester.


Miscellaneous in-class and homework assignments will be folded into the participation grade. Assignments are expected in class on the due date in hard copy form; anything else will be considered late and dropped a letter grade. If I do not receive an assignment by the following week it will be considered a “0.”


The grade for any of these major presentations will heavily weight the learning process rather than simply the final product. The class peer evaluation will make up 10% of the grade for each major presentation. My evaluation of the presentation will make up another 50% of the grade. The final 40% will be based on the one-on-one learning process interview with the student (or group). In this interview a student (or group) will discuss the important strengths, challenges, and weaknesses involved in his or her presentation, and demonstrate to me what he or she has learned from the presentation experience.

Final Grades:


Final grades will be based upon the following rubric:

-Class Participation (attendance, punctuality, listening, discussion contribution, misc. assignments, group cooperation, etc.): 25%

-“So, That Happened” Presentation: 25%

-“Dispatches from the Tenth Circle” Group Research Project: 25% 
(10% Group Grade, 15% Individual Grade)

-“You’re the Man Now Dog” Class Facilitation: 25%

* Peer Evaluation will account for 10% of each presentation grade.

Course Calendar: The following are due dates for having read or completed each assignment. There may be minor adjustments to the calendar as the course progresses.

January 21 syllabus discussion and introduction

23 The Art of Happiness, 1-36

26 TAH, 37-64 (Last day to drop course for tuition refund)

28 TAH 65-85

30 TAH 85-113

February 2 TAH, 113-144, “So, That Happened” written portion due

4 TAH 149-172

6 TAH 172-199

9 Introduction to Rhetoric and Public Speech, no reading assignment

11 “So, That Happened” presentations

13 presentations

16 presentations

18 presentations

20 presentations

23 Film: The Corporation

25 Film: The Corporation

27 “Dispatches from the Tenth Circle” groups assigned/ Lexis Nexus tutorial

March 2 Group work

4 Group work

6 Group work

Spring Break, March 7-15

16 Group Proposals Due, Group Research Begins (last day to drop w/o academic penalty)

18 Group Work/ Research

20 Group Work/ Research

23 Group Work/ Research

25 Group Work/ Research

27 “Dispatches from the Tenth Circle” Presentations Begin

30 “Dispatches” Presentations

April 1 “Dispatches” Presentations

3 Group Interviews/ Peer Evaluation

6 Group Interviews/ Peer Evaluation

8 Robison “Why Did I Ever” 1-25

10 Spring Holiday, No Class

13 Robison 25-50

15 Robison 50-75 (“You’re the Man Now, Dog” presentations begin)

17 Robison 75-100 (YTMND)

20 Robison 100-125 (YTMND)

22 Robison 125-150 (YTMND)

24 Robison 150-175 (YTMND)

27 Robison 175-End (YTMND)

29 Student Poetry Slam

May 1 Student Poetry Slam

4 Student Poetry Slam
5 Student Poetry Slam (extra Tuesday class)

6 Reading Day

8 Final Examination Activity: Rhetoric at Work

