University of North Carolina Greensboro

English 102, Sections 11,32 and 34 Composition II

Spring 2009

Meeting Time and Place: 
102-11 MWF 11:00-11:50, MHRA 2206





102-32 TR 2:00-3:15, MHRA 1210





102-34 TR 3:30-4:45, MHRA 2208
Instructor:  Dr. Christina Scott
E-mail: csscott@uncg.edu**
Office: McIver 112 


Phone: 334-5477

Office Hours: Wednesday 9:30-10:50; Tuesday and Thursday 12:00-2:00

** I will respond to your emails within 48 hours, usually much earlier, but don’t EXPECT a response in less than 48 hours
Course Description: 


People have been arguing for ages – literally. Some of our first written texts are rhetorical arguments or works defending one thing or another. The idea of writing for pleasure, entertainment or even comedy didn’t come for many centuries. We are still arguing today. Whether we are trying to convince our friends to see the movie of our choice or we are trying to convince ourselves who we should vote for, we are engaging in argument everyday. As our readings this semester show, whether we are trying to solve poverty or slavery, democracy or violence, the written and spoken word are powerful tools for getting the job done.


This semester we will read, hear, respond to, create, write about and speak on topics of social argument. We will learn that reading, writing, speaking and listening are not exclusive of one another, but rather we will begin to appreciate that these acts are mutually reinforcing means to an end of common understanding. Beyond that, this course emphasizes developing ideas and supporting varied writing tasks. Goals for this course include effective uses of evidence, control in style and voice, and understanding varied forms and perspectives.

Required Texts: 

Oral Presentations in the Composition Classroom, Matthew Duncan, MPS (ISBN 978—312-41784-0)

They Say/I Say. Gerald Graff, Cathy Birkenstein, and Russel Durst.W. W. Norton & Co., 2006. (ISBN: 978-0-393-93174-7)

Readings on BlackBoard – must be printed 

Goals and Purposes:  


The major goals of English 102 are to enhance subject area learning through active engagement in oral communication and to improve a student’s ability in oral communication. Secondarily, a speaking intensive class treats speaking as a means of learning in a variety of ways including interpersonal communications, small group communication, and public communication. Consequently, this class recognizes process and product by including graded and ungraded assignments and learning activities.


The purposes of teaching Composition in a speaking intensive atmosphere are to instruct students in effective oral communications; give students informed feedback; and provide opportunities for students to apply what they have learned to subsequent oral communication activities
Student Learning Goals:
By the end of this course you, the student, will be able to: 


· Write and speak clearly, coherently, and effectively as well as adapt modes of communication to one’s audience.

· Interpret academic writing and discourse in a variety of disciplines

· Locate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information

· Understand the principles of effective oral and written rhetoric

· Offer supportive evidence and development for both written and oral presentations

· Participate in group feedback and support processes for improving writing and speaking

· Understand effective listening skills as part of the writing and speaking process

Written Assignments:

· Approximately every other week beginning week two, you are to turn in two typed and double-spaced page written as a response paper to something we have read in those two weeks. This will be graded on completion and effort, not on grammatical or language competency. In other words, your points will be based on whether or not the assignment follows the guidelines, is long enough, and is giving serious effort. Grammatical skills can be honed in revision. I will be looking for you to discuss and/or employ the skills from TSIS being covered in those weeks.
· Once in the first half of the semester you will submit a one page typed and double-spaced position statement in response to Martin Luther King, Jr. or Thomas Jefferson.
· Due at the time of the first oral presentation, you will submit a three page typed and double-spaced written version of the political speech response.
· Due one week before your second oral presentation, you will submit a five page typed and double-spaced essay outlining your solution to the world problem you have chosen for the second oral presentation. This paper will show the skills you have gained from the class texts and allow you to practice, through imitation, a focused rhetorical strategy.
· You will close the class with a “writing portfolio”: a selection of two response papers, the first half position paper OR speech response, and the written solution paper, polished and perfected for a final grade. A speaker/writer reflection will accompany this work.
Oral Assignments:

· Each of you is required to be active in all large group instructions. There will be no exceptions to this requirement. When it comes to discussions about the texts, I will be a group member, not a group leader. This will allow you to see a model of active and meaningful participation.
· Each of you will serve as discussion leader for the above large group discussion once in the semester for 10-15 minutes. You can choose to fill this time in a variety of creative ways. The only requirements are that you are organized and prepared and that you provoke interesting and meaningful class discussion about the text. We will discuss options and ideas early in the semester.
· Small-group teaching presentation. You will be assigned to a small group; this group will lead a teaching session for the class lasting about 45 minutes. You will be able to choose from the current chapter in TSIS , a related set of readings from TSIS, or a reading from BlackBoard in discussion at the time of your presentation. I will give you a list of options early in class. Assignment guidelines will be given to you early in the semester.
· Two Formal oral presentations – detailed assignments will be handed out weeks prior to due date:
· In the first half of the semester, you will give a 3-5 minute response to a political speech that we have viewed in class and is on the approved list.
· In the second half of the semester, you will give a 7-10 minute “sales pitch” selling your solution to a major world problem (poverty, hunger, war, etc.) You’ll both mimic and enhance the styles of the authors from the second half of the semester employing their rhetorical strategies and inserting your own as a culmination of a semester of learning.
Grades:  


Oral:

· Participation in large group discussion: 5%

· Lead large group discussion: 5%

· Small-group teaching assignment: 10%

· First half response presentation: 10%

· Second half solution presentation: 15%


Written:
· Bi-weekly response to readings: 10%

· Written Position Paper: 10%

· Written response to speech (based on first half presentation): 10%

· Written solution paper (based on second half presentation): 10% 

· Writing Portfolio: 15%

Computer Assisted Composition:. 

The following computer related policies apply to this class at all times:

· All essays must be word-processed using standard MLA format (double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, one inch margins all around.) There will be no exceptions. You will be penalized for not following this format on final essays. It is your responsibility to know how to do page set-up on a computer.

· All out of class work (homework, journals, anything you do outside the actual classroom) must be word-processed. 

· I will be using Blackboard often this semester. You must activate and use your e-spartan email address. Using this email address and accessing Blackboard regularly are NOT optional.

· Issues with our e-mail accounts and university log-ins, faulty discs, and computer/printer problems need to be addressed to the appropriate individuals and should not affect the quality and timeliness of your assignments.

· Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard. Any student who uses a laptop for non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again (including to complete weekly electronic activities in class.) To be clear: one violation means no laptop use.

Academic Integrity Policy: 

“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty, If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated.” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidlelines and list of violations at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.

Familiarize yourself with UNCG’s Academic Integrity policy and know that it will be strictly enforced in this class. Plagiarism is stealing, theft of thought; cheaters won’t prosper in my classroom. Cheating is both copying the work of another during an exam and turning in a paper or assignment written, in whole or in part, by another person. Plagiarism can be intentional or not, but both will be punished accordingly in this classroom. Do not copy material from books, magazines, or other sources or paraphrase ideas from such sources without acknowledging them. We will be discussing the definition of and ways to avoid plagiarism in the beginning of the semester.

Confirmed cheaters will receive a zero on the related assignment and miss out on any opportunity for further revisions and up-grades. Further acts of academic dishonesty will be subject to all appropriate sanctions.

We will be discussing the definition of and ways to avoid plagiarism in the beginning of the semester

The Office of Disability Services:

Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5 pm, Monday-Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; email: ods@uncg.edu
The Learning Assistance Center:

The Learning Assistance Center offers free services to the entire UNCG undergraduate community and is located in McIver Hall, rooms 101-104, and 150. For help with study skills, contact Erin Farrior, Academic Skills specialist. Telephone, 334-3878; email lac@uncg.edu
Writing Center and Speaking Center: 

The best way to excellence in writing is through collaboration. A great way to improve upon any paper, at any stage is by visiting the Writing Center for qualified, one-on-one collaboration. A great way to be successful in an oral presentation is through practice; the Speaking Center offers practice and other valuable help on speaking activities. Both the Writing and the Speaking Centers are located in HHRA 3211; call 334-3215 or drop by to make and appointment.

Occasionally extra credit will be extended for students visiting the Writing or Speaking Centers. We will talk more about this during the semester.

Attendance:
  

You need to come to class – every day. Most of our learning takes place face-to-face with the teacher and your fellow classmates. You are also an important part of class discussions and group work; often times the success of a discussion, large or small, is compromised when students are absent. Therefore, multiple absences WILL affect your grade. Each student is entitled to three absences -- for whatever reason. Use them well (i.e. sickness, family emergency,) as you never know when the unexpected will happen. Beyond that all absences will be penalized.  There is no distinction between “excused” and “unexcused” in this class. 

In the MWF class, each absence after the third will lower your grade one half a letter grade; an accumulation of more than 6 total absences will result in an F in the course. In the TR class, each absence after the second will lower your grade one half a letter grade; an accumulation of more than 4 total absences will result in an F in the course. 

I am always open, however, to understanding extenuating circumstances, and the student will be responsible for providing appropriate documentation for the emergency. When possible, discuss such circumstances with me ahead of time to determine whether or not they will be excused 

If you have a health or personal problem that you know in advance will cause multiple absences in this class, you should consider dropping it. This attendance policy is firm.

Conferences:  

You are required to meet with me once in each half of the semester. The first meeting will cover the execution of the first oral presentation and the pass/fail written assignments. The second meeting will cover the planning of the second oral presentation and related essay. These conferences are required, but I encourage you to stop by at any time during my office hours to discuss any aspect of the course or your work in the course. It’s a good idea, but not a requirement, to call or email ahead of time.
Late Work:

The best way to avoid problems with late work is to not be late. The following policies are firmly enforced:

· No oral presentation or written paper will be accepted late. 

· Under some circumstances major writing assignments will be accepted late under strict guidelines and the point penalty will be severe. 

· You cannot be absent on the day of an oral presentation. You cannot make up oral presentations.

· You can, however, take it upon yourself to switch with a classmate ahead of time. Switches must be reported to me by both parties and approved one week ahead of time.

· Late homework or in-class assignments will not be accepted for any reason.

Other Policies: 

· Students are required to keep a folder exclusively for English 102 in which they will store ALL work accumulated throughout the semester; you may be asked to turn in this folder at the end of the term. 

· All folders are to have two pockets and be made of paper -- standard folders only please, no binders, etc. Your name and course number should be written clearly on the outside of the folder. Papers must have your name, course name and number, type of essay, and date on the first page.

· The Classroom Participation portion of your grade not only reflects your active involvement in class, but also your adherence to the expected behaviors and decorum of a university classroom.

· Please “disconnect” during class: cell-phones, i-pods, anything that requires a battery or a charger. Turn it off and tune into class (see Computer Assisted Composition above for policy on lap-top use in class).
 --This is a tentative syllabus and is subject to change at my discretion. The student is responsible for keeping up with changes in the syllabus and “Schedule of Reading and Writing” if he or she is absent.—

* -- Written response due at time of presentation

** --- Written solution paper due one week before your presentation

Schedule of Reading and Writing

English 102 Spring 2009 – Mon/Wed/Fri Class
	WEEK
	
	NOTES

	1

(Jan. 19)
	Intro to class

Fri: TSIS, Chapters 11 and 12
	No school Jan. 19

	2

(Jan. 26)
	Mon and Wed: TSIS Chapter 1, TSIS Zinczenko and Balko
Fri: Response paper #1, view speeches
	

	3

(Feb. 2)
	Mon: TSIS Chapters 2 and 3 
Wed and Fri: “The Declaration of Independence” and  “Letter from Birmingham Jail.”
	

	4

(Feb. 9)
	Mon: TSIS Chapters 4 and 5
Wed: Small Group Teaching #1
Fri: Response paper #2, view speeches
	

	5

(Feb. 16)
	First Oral Presentation (*) – all week


	

	6

(Feb. 23)
	Conference Week
	

	7

(Mar. 2)
	Mon: TSIS Chapters 6 and 7
Wed: Small Group Teaching #2

Fri: Position Paper
	

	Mar. 9
	Spring Break
	

	8

(Mar. 16)
	Mon: TSIS Chapters 8 and 9
Wed: “A Modest Proposal”

Fri: Response paper #3, Small Group Teaching #3
	

	9

(Mar. 23)
	Mon: TSIS Chapter 10
Wed: Small Group Teaching #4
Fri: “The Singer Solution to World Poverty”
	

	10 

(Mar. 30)
	Mon: View Speeches and In class Speech project

Wed: TSIS Independent Selections from Section 16 (2 per student)

Fri: Response paper #4
	

	11

(Apr. 6)
	Conference Week
	No school April 10

	12

(Apr. 13)
	Mon, Wed, and Fri: Second Oral Presentation (**)
	

	13

(Apr. 20)
	Monday: Small Group Teaching #5

Wed and Fri: Second Oral Presentation (**)
	

	14

(Apr. 27)
	Mon and Wed: Second Oral Presentation (**)

Fri: Finish Oral Presentation if necessary
	

	15

(May 4)
	Mon: Writing Portfolios Due
Tues: Catch up and wind down
	May 5 – last day

	Finals:
	102-11, Wed. May 13th, 8-11 am
	May 6: Reading Day No Classes


Schedule of Reading and Writing

English 102 Spring 2009 –Tues/Thurs Classes

	WEEK
	
	NOTES

	1

(Jan. 20/22)
	Intro to class

Thurs: TSIS Chapters 11 and 12
	No school Jan. 19

	2

(Jan. 27/29)
	Tues: TSIS Chapter 1; TSIS Zinczenko and Balko

Thurs: Response paper #1, view speeches
	

	3

(Feb. 3/5)
	Tues: TSIS Chapters 2 and 3
Thurs: “The Declaration of Independence” and “Letter from Birmingham Jail.”
	

	4

(Feb. 9/11)
	Tues: TSIS Chapters 4 and 5
Thurs: Small Group Teaching #1
Thurs: Response paper #2, view speeches
	

	5

(Feb. 17/19)
	First Oral Presentation (*) – all week


	

	6

(Feb. 24/26)
	Conference Week
	

	7

(Mar. 3/5)
	Tues: TSIS  Chapters 6 and 7
Thurs: Small Group Teaching #2

Thurs: Position Paper
	

	Mar. 9 - 13
	Spring Break
	

	8

(Mar. 17/19)
	Tues: TSIS Chapters 8 and 9, “A Modest Proposal”
Thurs: Response paper #3, Small Group Teaching #3
	

	9

(Mar. 24/26)
	Tues: TSIS Chapter 10, “Singer Solution to World Poverty”
 Thurs: Small Group Teaching #4
	

	10 

(Mar 31/Apr 2)
	Tues: View Speeches and In class Speech project

Thurs: Response paper #4, TSIS Independent Selections from Section 16 (2 per student)
	

	11

(Apr. 7/9)
	Conference Week
	No school April 10

	12

(Apr. 14/16)
	Tues and Thurs: Second Oral Presentation (**)
	

	13

(Apr. 21/23)
	Tues and Thurs: Second Oral Presentation (**)
	

	14

(Apr. 28/30)
	Tues: Small Group Teaching #5, Second Oral Presentation (**)

Thurs: Writing Portfolios Due
	April 30 – last day

	Finals:
	102-32: Thurs. May 7, 3:30-6:30

102-34: Tues May 12, 3:30-6:30
	May 6: Reading Day

No Classes




Speech Critique Form

Speakers Name: _____________________  Speech Purpose _____________

Subject title of Topic___________________________           Date___________

I. Topic Selection and Purpose                                                                           ______________    


A. Appropriate to assignment                                                                           ( 5 points)


B. Sufficiently narrowed and focused           

II. Organization                                                                                                     ______________

A. Introduction                                                                                                 (30 points)


1. Effective attention getter


2. Purpose made clear


3. Common ground established

B. Body 


1. Main header made clear


2. Main heads patterned

C. Conclusion 


1. Summary


2. Effective closing thought

D. Transition and internal summaries

III. Content, Evidence, and Reasoning                                                           ________________

A. Major thesis supported by relevant                                                           (30 points)

1. Authorities sources cited

2. Adequate and varied supporting material

3. Supporting material adapted to audience

4. If used, interested and helpful visual aids

B. Proposition of explanation made completely clear

IV. Delivery                                                                                                          _______________


A. Voice and speech






(30 points)



1. Loud and clear enough



2. Effective Rate



3. Correct pronunciation, specific errors


B. Body



1. Relaxed but with good posture 



2. Maintain good eye contact



3. Effective gestures, movement



4. No annoying mannerisms


C. Language and style 



1. Grammar and word choice



2. Overall conversational quality

V. Overall effectiveness of Speech




        _______________











(5 points)

NUMERICAL TOTAL: (MAXIMUM 100)

GRADE:_______________
