English 102.13/Spring 2009


Instructor:  Cheryl Marsh

MWF 12-12:50




Office:  MHRA 3112 B
Place:  Graham 203



cmarsh@uncg.edu
Office Hours:  TBA 



Dept. Mailbox:  MHRA 3310
and by appointment


From the Page to the Screen—A Rhetorical Exploration of Adaptations
English 102 provides a unique opportunity for classroom learning, synthesizing both oral and written components of communication and allowing for a more overarching approach to the studies of writing, reading, and speaking.  Building upon the foundational breadth of this type of approach, then, this class will utilize a multi-genre textual approach grounded in the study of rhetoric as a means to bridge the gaps between those genres.   Throughout this semester, we will seek a greater understanding of the transition that occurs when a work starts in the written form and then morphs into a visual/spoken representation.  By first rhetorically reading, analyzing, and understanding the written work, we can then move into rhetorically watching and analyzing the visual representation in order to compare the versions and decide if the transformation was successful.  Most of our writing and speaking assignments will evolve from this rhetorical and primary source-based exploration.  Because we are a speaking-intensive course, we will pay particular attention to the way that language functions in both the written and visual mediums.  Our class time and space will be devoted almost exclusively to discussions and presentations that will foster learning through speaking.  By the end of the course, students should display a greater and more effective rhetorical command of oral, written, and visual communication. 
Required Texts:  Oral Presentations in the Composition Course, by Matthew Duncan and Gustav W. Friedrich, Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006. ISBN:  0312417845.

A River Runs Through It, by Norman Maclean, U of Chicago P, 2001. ISBN:  0226500667.

The Crucible, by Arthur Miller, Penguin, 1995.  ISBN:  9780142437339 

“Brokeback Mountain,” by Annie Proulx (on blackboard).

Films:  A River Runs Through It, Dir:  Robert Redford. Columbia Pictures, 1992.

The Crucible:  Dir:  Nicholas Hytner. Twentieth-Century Fox, 1996.

Brokeback Mountain:  Dir:  Ang Lee. Alberta Film Entertainment, 2005.   

**Additional Reading/Films TBA**

Also:  Throughout the course you will need to both read and download several articles, stories, and other written reading assignments put on e-reserve through the library or on blackboard.  These writings are just as much a part of the course material as your textbooks, so you’ll need to set aside some time and resources to make sure that you can access them as necessary.  You will need to bring printed copies of the articles to class on the days that we are to discuss them.

We will often watch all or portions of the films in class, so if you are absent on a viewing day, you will need to find a way to make up that viewing on your own before the next class.

Learning Goals:  By the end of the course, students should be able to:

· Understand the principles of effective oral, written, and visual rhetoric

· Offer supportive evidence and development for both written and oral 
presentations

· Understand effective listening skills as part of the writing and speaking 

processes

· Enhance learning through active engagement in oral communication

· Improve oral skills and abilities

Participation:  Our class is structured so that every person’s opinions and feelings are integral to the learning environment. Because we are a speaking-intensive class, it is essential that all class members participate actively and freely in discussions, presentations, and workshops.  Everyone in the class is expected to act in a respectful manner at all times—no exceptions.  Disagreements are inevitable and often fruitful, so we will approach disagreements as opportunities to broaden our limited perspectives.  In our discussions, you must offer at least two substantive points/refutations/contributions per day in order to receive full marks for the day’s participation. 

Though the following conduct guidelines should go without saying, keep in mind that You ARE NOT allowed to text in class.  If I see you texting, I will count you absent.  I may or may not inform you of this absence.  Please do not make me act in the manner of a middle school teacher.  Also, make sure to turn off all cell phones, pagers, I-pods or MP3 players, and anything else that beeps or sings before class begins.  Laptops can only be used in special circumstances, such as presentations, groupwork, etc, and with prior permission.  

**A note about your written content:  Please understand that all written work—both experiential and researched-based—will be public in the sense that your peers and myself will read and respond to that work.  Shape your content accordingly, understanding that extremely personal incidents/events might make unbiased evaluation difficult for the class at large.**
Attendance:  Because of the collaborative nature of the course, prompt and regular attendance is absolutely essential.  You are allowed to miss three classes without any formal repercussions (except on draft workshop or presentation days); after your third absence, I will take points away from your final grade for the course.  If you miss more than 6 class periods, you can expect to fail the course.  Please understand that I do not make any distinction between excused and unexcused absences . . . so make sure that you have no court dates, doctor’s appointments, etc. before you decide to skip for some reason or another.  In essence, use your absences judiciously (like when you are legitimately sick).  Also, because tardiness is inconsiderate to your classmates, your instructor, and the learning environment, if you are more than ten minutes late to two classes, you can expect a final grade reduction.  Perpetual tardiness is Not Acceptable; if you regularly come to class late, your grade will reflect this behavior and you may be asked to leave the class. We will likely participate in several conferences throughout the semester as well.  These conferences take the place of class time and should be considered just as important. So, not showing up for a scheduled conference will also constitute an absence.  And finally, because a responsible college student not only shows up but shows up prepared, if you come to class and are grossly unprepared for the day’s agenda, you may be asked to leave and will accumulate an absence.  

Basically, if you show up, do your work, and participate, you will have few problems in terms of these policies.  If you do have to miss a class, you are responsible for all the material covered.  You should exchange contact information with a fellow classmate the first day of class and contact that student for make-up work as necessary.  If you are one of those dedicated individuals who come to every class for perfect attendance, you will receive two extra credit points ( added to your final grade.

Requirements:  For this class, you can expect to actively participate in daily discussions, several in-class individual and group presentations, and one extemporaneous reading presentation.  In addition to the heavy oral communication emphasis, students should expect to complete several critical essays and an end of the semester reflective portfolio.  Daily reading quizzes and short in-class writings may also supplement our class discussions.  

Assignments:  All assignments including readings, projects, presentations, drafts, and final papers are due at the beginning of class on the specified due date.  I will not accept late workshop drafts, so if you do not have complete drafts on required workshop days you will lose points off of your final grade for the class (unless you have made prior arrangements with me).  Late work is highly undesirable and a late assignment will automatically lose an entire letter grade for each day that it is late.  Printer problems or failure is NOT an acceptable excuse for late work; there are several different computer labs on campus that allow you to print from your account or from a portable storage device.  USE THEM, if necessary.  If you must turn in an assignment after the due date, then you should place it in my departmental mailbox.  Emailed assignments are generally unacceptable and I require extenuating circumstances and prior arrangements before I will accept them.  Note:  even if you do make prior arrangements with me, I will still expect you to bring a hard copy of the assignment to your next class meeting.  

Please double-space your typed final drafts and use 12 point Times New Roman font.  Use MLA when documenting sources.

Plagiarism:  Part of your work and responsibility as a scholar requires that you accept the rules and ethics that guide academic writing.  Do not download a paper off of the Internet or get someone else to write an assignment for you.  Even when you feel at your most desperate, this option generally equals academic suicide.  I cannot stress the importance of this matter enough.

Make sure to credit the original author of any words or ideas other than your own within your paper, including summarized or paraphrased material. 

If I suspect you of plagiarism, I will report the infraction to the Director of First-Year Composition.  Any student found guilty of intentional plagiarism will fail the course and/or be subject to other disciplinary action from the college—no exceptions.  Please do not test me on this policy.  Visit http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu for more information on the University’s Academic Integrity policy.  If at any time you have a question concerning plagiarism, please contact me.  I will always help you in any way that I can.

Writing and Speaking Centers:  The University Writing and Speaking Centers are a wonderful resource open to all UNCG students.  They are located in room 3211 of MHRA and are open for appointments and walk-ins.  For more information about these services, please visit <http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter> or <http://speakingcenter.uncg.edu>.   

Disability Policy:  If you have any sort of disability that could affect your performance in the class or for which you need accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440 or http://ods.dept.uncg.edu.  

Evaluation:

Daily Participation (including discussions, quizzes, in-class exercises):


15%

Group/Personal Presentations:






40%
Written Assignments:







25%
Extemporaneous Presentation:






10%
Final Portfolio:








10%

Grading standards reflect a 10 pt. scale: (100-90 = A+/A/A-; 89-80 = B+/B/B-; etc)
General Course Calendar (subject to change)
Date




Class/Readings
**Note:  Readings are due in class on the day they appear below.**

W 1/21




Introductions
F 1/23




Introductions/Intro to Rhetoric 
M  1/26




Duncan 3-28

Introduction to Written/Visual Discourse and Rhetoric
W 1/28




Maclean 1-50 





Assigned: Essay #1 (3-5 pp)
F 1/30




Maclean 50-end





Assigned: Group Presentations
M 2/2




Maclean cont. (Extemporaneous presentations







Begin—be prepared!)

W 2/4




Watch  (Scenes of) River/Discuss/Write 
F 2/6




Watch River/Discuss/Write
M 2/9




Duncan 29-48; 78-81 
Finish River/Discuss
W 2/11




Peer Review for Essay #1





Assigned:  Individual Pitches

F 2/13




Group Presentations (2)

M 2/16




Proulx

W 2/18
Watch Brokeback at home (come to class having movie screened); Scenes/Discuss





Both 1st and 2nd Draft of Essay #1 Due to Me! 

F 2/20




Duncan 49-78

Watch Brokeback scenes/Discuss

M 2/23




Proulx/Brokeback Analysis





Assigned:  Essay #2 (3-5pp)
W 2/25




Group Presentations (2)

F 2/27




Work Day for individual pitches

M 3/2




Individual Pitches

W 3/4




Individual Pitches






F 3/6




Individual Pitches


**Spring Break 3/7-3/15**

M 3/16




Essay #2 for Peer Review


**T 3/17 Last Day to Drop w/o Penalty**

W 3/18




Conferences
F 3/20




Conferences

M 3/23




Conferences

W 3/25




Both Drafts of Essay #2 Due to Me!





Miller TBA

F 3/27




Miller TBA  
Essay #3 Assigned (3-5pp)
M 3/30




Watch Crucible/Discuss






Final Presentation Assigned

W 4/1




Watch Crucible/Discuss

F 4/3




Watch Crucible/Discuss

M 4/6




Finish Crucible/Discuss
W 4/8




Peer Review for Essay #3

**F 3/10 Spring Holiday—No Class**

M 4/20




Revise Portfolio/Prepare Final Presentation

W 4/22




Revise Portfolio/Prepare Final Presentation






Both Drafts of Essay # 3 Due to me

F 4/24




Final Presentations!

M 4/27




Final Presentations

W 4/29




Final Presentations

F 5/1




Final Presentations






Portfolios Due!!

M 5/4




Catch/Wrap up

T 5/5
**Note:  Follows a 

Course Evaluations/Wrap up


Friday Schedule!!**
W 5/6

**Reading Day**

F 5/8




Final Exam Period:  12-3






Return Portfolios/Wrap up

