ENG 102-15  English Composition II
MWF 1:00 – 1:50 pm, GRAM 423
Instructor: Ms. Cindy Montgomery Webb
Office: MHRA  3112 B    Office Hours:  M 2:00 – 3:00 pm
Email and phone:  c_webb@uncg.edu ; 4-5837

“A man can't make a place for himself in the sun if he keeps taking refuge under the family tree.” 
Helen Keller 

Course Description:  This course will examine the various retellings of family stories across a variety of prose genres (short story, essay, memoir, and novel).  A common theme within these family stories is “children” finding themselves as distinct individuals, often in opposition to the family unit.  During our study of defining the self within (or against) the family, you will read, write, and tell family stories.  Since this is a speaking intensive composition course, you can expect to engage in all of these activities regularly.  

Learning Goals: In this course, students will:

· Develop skills for critical analysis of academic and creative texts.

· Build writing skills through reading responses, informal in-class writing, class discussions, and revision of writing projects.

· Participate in group feedback and support processes for improving writing and speaking.

· Enhance learning through active engagement in oral communication.

· Improve oral communication skills and abilities.

	Required Texts and materials:
	

	1.  Oral Presentations in the Composition Course  Ed. Duncan & Friedrich  Bedford/St. Martin’s: 2006 ; 0312417845  

	2.  Easy Writer: A Pocket Reference  Ed. Lunsford  3rd ed.  Bedford/St. Martin’s: 2006 ;  0312433093

	2.  Book Club book (You will choose a text to read with your book clubs)

	3.  Various Blackboard readings accessible via Internet access

	
	

	Online Requirements:
	

	1. Online access (via personal computer, library, campus computer lab)

	2. Active i-Spartan email address (check this daily)

	3. Blackboard account

	4. Printing access (library, computer lab, or home computer).  

	5. Access to a computer with word processing programs (e.g. Microsoft Word) and Adobe Acrobat Reader. 

	

	Grading Policy:
	    
	 
	

	Participation 
(statement of purpose, in-class activities, quizzes, workshops, etc.)
	150 pts
	      A +
	970 - 1000
	C +
	770 - 799

	BB Responses
	50 pts
	      A
	940 - 969
	C 
	740 - 769

	Critical Response
	  100 pts
	      A - 
	900 - 939
	C - 
	700 - 739

	Oral History Project 
	  250 pts
	      B +
	870 - 899
	D +
	670 – 699

	Book Club 
	  250 pts
	      B
	840 - 869
	D
	640 – 669

	Final Portfolio                                            
	200 pts
	      B - 
	800 - 839
	D - 
	600 – 639

	
	1000 pts
	
	
	F
	0 - 599


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Course Participation:
Attendance: Daily attendance and participation are requirements of this course.  I take attendance daily.  I do not distinguish between “excused” and “unexcused” absences.  There will be no grade penalty for up to three absences (with the exception of missed assignments).  Additional absences will result in the final grade being dropped one letter per additional absence.  If you reach six absences, you will fail this course.  Discussions and activities that are missed cannot be “made up.”  It is your responsibility to contact classmates during your absence to ensure that you will be prepared for the next class session.  Absences are never an excuse for late work, nor are they an excuse for your lack of preparedness.
A Note on Tardiness: Class begins promptly.  You will be considered tardy if you arrive up to five minutes late (per my watch).  If you are more than five minutes late, you will be considered absent.  The accumulation of three tardy arrivals equals one absence.  Since this is a speaking intensive class, your tardiness is not only inconsiderate to me as an instructor, but is equally inconsiderate and disruptive to your classmates.
Active participation is essential to the speaking intensive format of this course.  Come to class prepared to make your voice heard through your daily participation in class and through daily assignments.  This course relies heavily upon group work, leading class discussions, presenting your work in progress, and offering feedback to other classmates.  Choosing not to participate in these class activities will have an immediate and cumulative negative impact upon your grade.  Should you choose to partake in non-productive activities during class (sleeping, text messaging, internet, etc.), you will be marked absent for the day.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Course Assignments:
Presentations: Since this is a speaking intensive course, you will participate in several types of presentations. You will present a critical response to a reading and also present in informal activities.  You will present a family story to the class.  You will also work in a book club which entails periodic meetings and also a final presentation.

BB Online Reading Responses: Reading reflections will be due for each reading assigned.  These should be 300-400 words in length and are to be submitted on BB by 12 midnight before the class in which said reading will be discussed.  While some of these texts are literary in nature, our approach to study will be rhetorically grounded.  

Critical Reading Responses and Presentations: Each student will sign up to write and present a critical response to one reading during the semester. The response will be one page, single-spaced and will engage in scholarly ways that address rhetoric, form, and style.   The presentation of your ideas will be limited to three minutes.  Typed responses cannot be read in lieu of prepared outlines or notes.  

Oral History Project: Students will interview family members in order to rewrite a family story.  The narrative will be workshopped several times in draft form and will also be workshopped in oral form before either portion of the project will be due.  More details will follow.  

Book Clubs: Students will be divided into groups to hold Book Club meetings.  Each separate group will read a novel or memoir, hold regular meetings with discussion questions, research the text, then plan and implement a presentation of the text (as a group) to the class.  More details will follow.  

Portfolios:  Over the course of the semester, students will write a variety of texts that relate to family stories: analyses of family stories written by others, their own retelling of a family story, etc.  This project will allow you the opportunity to select and revise your best written work on this theme following feedback from presentations.  More details on the portfolio to follow.  In the meantime, KEEP EVERYTHING you write in this course!
All written material due in this class should be typed and double-spaced unless otherwise indicated (i.e., Critical Responses).  Use standard MLA format (Times New Roman 12 pt font), and standard one-inch margins.  Handwritten presentation outlines will not be accepted.

Late Assignments:  All assignments are due on time and will not be accepted late.  If you will be unable to present on your assigned date, you must contact me by email at least 2 hours in advance to reschedule.  Failure to do so will lead to zero credit for the assignment.  Computer failure is no excuse for late or incomplete assignments.  Begin your work early and always back up your work on another file (USB flash drive or email file).  

Plagiarism:  Any type, form, or method of plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course.  Plagiarism can be briefly defined as verbatim copying without proper acknowledgement, paraphrasing without proper acknowledgement, failing to acknowledge sources, or using other's ideas without acknowledgement.  Penalties for plagiarism range from failure of the assignment, failure of the course, and even recommended expulsion from the university.  For detailed offences and penalties, see the Academic Integrity Policy at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu.
 

Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Resources:
The Speaking Center is a valuable asset for this course.  Tutors provide individual consultations to prepare you for public speaking assignments. The SC is located in 3211 MHRA .  For more information, visit  http://speakingcenter.uncg.edu/.  It is conveniently located next door to The Writing Center:  http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter.   

Disability Policy:  Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.
102 Schedule for Spring 2009
BB = Blackboard Reading   (you will be responsible for printing and bringing these texts to class).

Waiver: This schedule is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.  
The needs of this class will likely require additional readings or exercises beyond those listed on the syllabus.

	Dates
	In-class
	Assignments / Readings due

	Week One

	W   1/21
	Intro to class, syllabus
	

	F   1/23
	In-class Interviews
	

	Week Two

	M  1/26
	Speaking Workshop 
Continue In-class Interviews
	Oral Presentations in the Composition Classroom

	
	* Mon  1/26 = Last day to drop course for tuition and fees refund

	W  1//28
	Speaking Workshop
	Oral Presentations in the Composition Classroom

	F   1/30
	Practice critical responses and presentations
	Dodson “Concepts of Rhetoric” BB
Roberts “How to Say Nothing in 500 Words” BB

Sample Critical Response due

Oral Presentations in the Composition Classroom

	Week Three

	M  2/2
	Storytelling
	Oral Presentations in the Composition Classroom
Submit Book Club Preferences

	W  2/4
	Individual Conferences – no class
	Statements of Purpose due at conference date and time

	F   2/6
	Individual Conferences – no class
	Statements of Purpose due at conference date and time

	Week Four

	M  2/9
	Presentations (3) 
Book Clubs established 
	Didion “On Keeping a Notebook”  BB 
”Narration” BB

	W  2/11
	Presentations (3)
	Jaffe “Telling Narratives” BB
Twain “How to Tell a Story” BB

	F   2/13
	Presentations (3)
	Irving “Trying to Save Piggy Sneed” BB

	Week Five

	M  2/16
	Presentations (3) 
Book Club meeting # 1 (10 min)
	Sedaris  “Cyclops” BB

	W  2/18
	Presentations (3)
Discuss Oral History Project
	Spooner “The Stories We Are” BB

	F   2/20
	Discuss Oral History Project
	Faust “Mixing Memory with Desire” BB

	Week Six

	M  2/23
	Presentations (3)
	Kingston “The No Name Woman” BB

	W  2/25
	Workshop first drafts
	First Draft of Family Story Due

	F   2/27
	Presentations (3)
	Rodriguez “Achievement of Desire”  BB

Book Club rules and schedules due

	Week Seven

	M  3/2
	Workshop second drafts
	

	W  3/4
	Presentations (3)
	Liu “Notes of a Native Speaker”  BB

	F   3/6
	Book Club Meeting # 2
	Book Club Journal due

	Week Eight

	M  3/9 – F 3/13
	Spring Break
	

	Week Nine

	M  3/16
	Workshop family stories 
(oral presentations) 
	Book Club Journal due

	
	Tues March 17 – last day to drop without academic penalty (WF)

	W  3/18
	Book Club meeting # 3
	

	F   3/20
	Presentations (5) – Family Story
	

	Week Ten

	M  3/23
	Book Club meeting # 4
	Book Club Journal due

	W  3/25
	Presentations (5) – Family Story
	

	F   3/27
	Presentations (5) – Family Story
	

	Week Eleven

	M  3/30
	Book Club meeting # 5
	Book Club Journal due

	W  4/1
	Presentations (5) – Family Story
	

	F   4/3
	Presentations (2) – Family Story
	

	Week Twelve

	M  4/6
	Book Club meeting # 6

Workshop group presentations
	Book Club Journal due

	W  4/8
	Workshop group presentations
	

	F   4/10
	Spring Holiday – no class
	

	Week Thirteen

	M  4/13
	Book Club Presentations (4)
	

	W  4/15
	Book Club Presentations (4)
	

	F   4/17
	Book Club Presentations (4)
	

	Week Fourteen

	M  4/20
	Book Club Presentations (4)
	

	W  4/22
	Book Club Presentations (4)
	

	F   4/24
	Book Club Presentations (2)
	

	Week Fifteen

	M  4/27
	Workshop Final Project
	

	W  4/29
	Workshop Final Project
	

	F   5/1
	Workshop Final Project
	

	Week Sixteen

	M  5/4
	Last Day of Class
	Final Project Due

	Week Seventeen

	M  5/11
	Exam Time 3:30 – 6:30 pm
	


