ENGLISH COMPOSITION II
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MWF 1-1:50






Graham 402
Kathryn Schreyer

Office Hours: M 11-12:30, W 11-12:30 






Office: McIver 213
336-558-5004
Mailbox: 3114 MHRA






Email: kaschrey@uncg.edu

Course Description:

The focus of this course is the development of critical thinking skills in the areas of rhetoric and argument. This course is speaking intensive and will force you to balance the written and oral communication of your ideas and opinions. We will practice using reason and logic to construct informed arguments. Because this course is advanced composition, you will be required to do a great deal of writing in several different forms and genres. Because this course is also speaking intensive, you will be required to speak publicly in a number of ways. Part of what you will learn in this course is how the elements of good communication, both written and oral, intersect and diverge in interesting ways. 

STUDENT LEARNING GOALS:

· Ability to write and speak clearly, coherently, and effectively as well as to adapt modes of communication to one’s audience

· Ability to interpret academic writing and discourse in a variety of disciplines

· Ability to locate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information
Required Texts:

Wallace, David Foster. A Supposedly Fun Thing I’ll Never Do Again: Essays and Arguments. (New York: Back Bay Books, 1998)

Access to Blackboard for supplemental materials.
Access to Lexis Nexis via the library website for news media research.
Robison, Mary. Why Did I Ever. (New York: Perseus Book Group, 2001).

Course Work:


Course work due dates are to be observed. Since this course is speaking intensive and will involve group projects, individual presentations, and discussion facilitations, please be sure to attend classes on dates when you are presenting.


The first major writing/speaking assignment will be an individual presentation. The student will write a short paper that explicates an aspect of contemporary culture with a clear, coherent, and persuasive argument (using Wallace’s A Supposedly Fun Thing I’ll Never Do Again: Essays and Arguments as a model). After writing and revising this essay (5 pages) the student will give a formal presentation of their argument to the class (10 min).


The second major writing/speaking assignment will be a group project. Students will be assigned a group of 3 or 4 to research a current topic in the news. Each student in the group will write and revise a 5 page paper in which they examine the topic analytically, and discuss the various rhetorical strategies and implied arguments from a variety of media sources. The group will then present their research and an informed viewpoint to the class. The entire group must speak during this presentation, and should be able to interact with and support one another during the presentation. This presentation will require at least two group meetings: one to organize the research, one to rehearse the presentation. The presentation should be roughly 15 minutes long, and should be timed beforehand to accommodate this requirement. The group should follow an organized, written outline that will be graded as part of the presentation grade. 


The last major writing/speaking assignment will be individual and will involve preparing and teaching the class for approximately twenty minutes. The content of this assignment will be Mary Robison’s Why Did I Ever. The student will review the material carefully and prepare an organized lecture on the text. During this lecture, students will thoughtfully examine various arguments within the text: the role of pop culture in modern America, consumerism, various conceptions of justice, and so on. In the presentation students will explicate Robison’s rhetorical strategies for exploring these themes in manner suited to the audience. Students are encouraged to teach to their particular style: some may be more comfortable lecturing, others may lean more toward discussion. After this presentation students will write and revise an essay based on the material (5-6 pages).


Throughout the semester a student will receive several assignments to serve as peer evaluators and prepare a written evaluation of other students’ presentations. These evaluations include clear, factual details about the presentation as well as an organized system of evaluation that we will agree upon as a class at the beginning of the semester.


Miscellaneous in-class and homework assignments will be folded into the participation grade. Assignments are expected in class on the due date in hard copy form; anything else will be considered late and dropped a letter grade. If I do not receive an assignment by the following week it will be considered a “0.”


The grade for any of these major presentations will heavily weight the learning process rather than simply the final product. The class peer evaluation will make up 10% of the grade for each major presentation. My evaluation of the presentation will make up another 50% of the grade. The final 40% will be based on my one-on-one learning process interview with the student (or group). In this interview a student (or group) will discuss the important strengths, challenges, and weaknesses involved in his or her presentation, and demonstrate to me what he or she has learned from the presentation experience.

Final Grades:


Final grades will be based upon the following rubric:

Class Participation (attendance, listening, discussion contribution, misc. assignments (including poetry recitations) etc.): 30%

Individual Presentation/ Paper: 25%

Group Presentation/ Paper: 25% 
Class Facilitation/ Paper: 20%

* Peer Evaluation will account for 10% of each presentation grade.

Attendance:

Ideally a given student will attend every class. Students are allowed a maximum of three absences without a grade penalty. For every absence beyond those allowed, students will be penalized one-half letter grade. Students who miss six will fail the course.

OFFICE OF DISABILITY SERVICES:
Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY:

“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy. Violators of the policy can face sanctions ranging from automatic failure of the course to expulsion. 
Auxiliary Resources:
The Speaking Center, 3211 HHRA: An excellent resource for students in all courses (but especially speaking-intensive courses), you must make appointments at least two days before your presentation. To set up an appointment, call 256-1346 or visit www.uncg.edu/cst/speakingcenter/main.html. 
The Writing Center, 3211 HHRA: This resource is available for all students who want to get feedback on drafts in progress. Tutors will teach you to develop ideas, organize, edit, compose and proofread your paper. Call 334-3125 for an appointment or stop by. 
Course Calendar: The following are due dates for having read or completed each assignment.
January 21: Syllabus discussion and introduction

January 23: A Supposedly Fun Thing I’ll Never Do Again, 3-21
January 26: ASFTINDA, 21-83 (Last day to drop course for tuition refund)

January 28: ASFTINDA, 83-138
January 30: ASFTINDA, 138-146
February 2: ASFTINDA, 146-175, written portion of individual presentations due

February 4: ASFTINDA, 175-213
February 6: ASFTINDA, 213-256
February 9: Introduction to Rhetoric and Public Speech, no reading assignment

February 11: Individual Presentations

February 13: Individual Presentations

February 16: Individual Presentations

February 18: Individual Presentations

February 20: Individual Presentations

February 23: Conferences
February 25: Conferences
February 27: Groups assigned/ Research tutorial

March 2: Group work

March 4: Group work

March 6: Group work

Spring Break: March 7-15

March 16: Group Proposals Due, Group Research Begins (last day to drop w/o academic penalty)

March 18: Group Work/ Research

March 20: Group Work/ Research

March 23: Group Work/ Research

March 25: Group Work/ Research

March 27: Group Presentations Begin

March 30: Group Presentations

April 1: Group Presentations

April 3: Group Interviews/ Peer Evaluation 
April 6: Group Interviews/ Peer Evaluation

April 8: Why Did I Ever, 1-25

April 10: Spring Holiday, No Class

April 13: Why Did I Ever, 25-50 
April 15: Why Did I Ever, 50-75, Class Facilitations begin
April 17: Why Did I Ever, 75-100, Class Facilitations
April 20: Why Did I Ever, 100-125, Class Facilitations
April 22: Why Did I Ever, 125-150, Class Facilitations
April 24: Why Did I Ever, 150-175, Class Facilitations
April 27: Why Did I Ever, 175-End, Class Facilitations
April 29: Informal Debate
May 1: Informal Debate
May 4: Student Poetry Recitations

May 5: Student Poetry Recitations

May 6: Reading Day

May 8: Final Examination Activity: Revision and Rhetoric

