ENGLISH 102.18/22
Craig Morehead

MHRA 3112

Office Hours: Tuesday 11.00-12 or by appointment

crmorehe@uncg.edu

BILL OF RIGHTS: POLITICAL ECONOMIES OF RHETORIC

To borrow from Yogi Berra, “I will keep this short as long as I can.”

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This is a speaking intensive class. That means you will be discussing, debating and presenting your ideas and work in class, daily. The day-to-day class operations will be run similarly to the House of Lords in British Parliament. There will be a student moderator for each discussion (Parliamentary session). There will be a majority and minority opinion based on the readings represented by a student spokesperson for each party. Those spokespersons will be responsible for presenting their ideas to their peers and discussion will be supported by the rest of the class. Debating such topics as law, education, human rights, human nature, etc. will allow you to work out your ideas for a number of written reflections and a short position paper (5 pages) which will be presented to the class. You will be working towards developing a longer written Bill of Rights (10 pages) that you will also present at the end of the semester. The class will vote, based on the effectiveness of your presentation on the ideas you present, on ratifying your Bill of Rights into a class constitution. 
This class should get you thinking about your role as a world citizen and what your obligations are to other global citizens. You will want to keep up with current world events and news.You will come to understand the power of sharing and debating ideas in order to come to a consensus on difficult issues. 
This class is designed to develop your critical and analytic thinking and reading skills, your expository writing skills, your oral abilities and your use of effective rhetorical strategies. You will learn skills of composing—how to come up with ideas, get them on paper, revise them and make them interesting and acceptable to readers and how to present those ideas to an audience in a clear and effective way—by practicing and discovering your own method of composing and presenting that best suits you and your audience.

During the semester, you will do a lot of writing both in and out of the classroom.  You will write for yourself and for others, analyze your peers’ texts as well as your own, reflect and respond and argue and do research. We will discuss how to develop your own ideas, develop your own writing style and voice, and how you understand audience.  You will engage in a number of informal and formal writing activities. These activities will serve as inspiration as you prepare your own essays and develop your own voices. Writing in this class will make you more confident in your ability to write for a variety of purposes and help you discover how writing matters to your thinking.  
This course also asks you to reflect upon, write about, debate and discuss difficult and personal ideas and beliefs. You will be required to do a substantial amount of reading and writing outside of class to prepare for each class meeting. Critical and intensive engagement and participation from you in class is expected. Because this is a speaking intensive class, this class depends on robust class discussion; consequently, you will be expected to contribute to daily class discussions in a substantial way as well as acting as a respectful and thoughtful audience and commenter to your peers. Speaking and discussing your ideas will help you to think about your rhetorical context for writing and how ideas can be developed into clear and effective prose.
LEARNING AND SPEAKING GOALS:

As a student in this course, you will…

· Construct cogent and reasoned arguments and communicate those arguments coherently and effectively in a variety of written and oral assignments

· Cultivate skills for critical analysis of a variety of texts
· Develop writing skills through reading, writing and speaking
· Improve oral skills and abilities

· Understand the basic principles of effective written and oral rhetoric

· Participate in giving feedback and support for improving writing and speaking to your peers

· Understand and practice effective active reading and listening skills

· Locate, evaluate and synthesize relevant information and research

TEXTS:

General Readings – Our shared, weekly readings will be available on blackboard. You will be required to print off most of these readings (there will be a lot of printing), so you must have access to a printer and computer with online access. Those who come to class ill-prepared will be asked to leave and will be counted absent.

Required Text: 
Oral Presentations for the Composition Course, Duncan

ATTENDANCE:

It is crucial that you attend class. Because this class is discussion driven, anytime you miss class you are missing out on the face-to-face conversations and debates between your class members, and thus, you are missing out on learning opportunities. Therefore, you are allowed up to 4 absences without penalty. After the 4th absence you will automatically fail the class. There are no “excused” absences. Students who are absent from class due to school sanctioned activities must present official written notification to me prior to the absence and work out any due dates they might miss ahead of time. If you are absent you are responsible for all of the materials missed and for turning in any due assignments before you miss class. More than likely the readings and schedule will be constantly revised to meet the needs of the class; you will be responsible for any new assignments announced on those days you are absent. Check blackboard for updates on assignments and due dates. If you are more than 5 minutes tardy you will be counted absent for the day. Leaving early without prior agreement will result in an absence as well. I do not accept any late work. Any justified and documented absence on days of major presentations will require a make-up date as well as a research project to be determined by me. 
ORAL ASSIGNMENTS:

This is a speaking-intensive class, so I expect you all to participate daily and enthusiastically in class discussion. At least once this semester you will be required to moderate, synthesize and evaluate a presentation and class discussion, serving as “Lord Speaker.” You will also be required at least twice, to lead and represent either a majority or minority opinion in class discussion. A formal oral presentation of a Bill of Rights and position paper will also be required. 
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:

You will be required to do a lot of writing for this class. You will reflect on class-discussions and readings. You will compose various position papers and treatises on topics brought up in class-discussion in preparation for oral presentations and longer written assignments. You will be required to draft a Bill of Rights and longer position paper and present both of them to the class. 

GROUP WORK:

You will be assigned a group to work with during the course of the semester. This group will serve as your peer review group for your writing and as a sounding board for your ideas. Group work is collaborative learning that requires full participation and a free exchange of ideas. Be respectful and helpful in criticisms of each other’s ideas. Be prepared to work closely with your fellow students. Participation in your groups counts toward your class participation grade. 
THE WRITING AND SPEAKING CENTERS:

As writers and speakers in this course, I will suggest and refer to you the Writing Center and Speaking Center for additional help and feedback on your oral and written assignments. Both are located in MHRA 3211. You will receive extra participation points for one visit to each center, so be sure to tell your consultant to let me know that you visited there. (Their official correspondence to me that you worked with them will be the only proof of your visit counted for extra credit.)
CONFERENCES:
You will be required to conference with me once this semester about one of your oral presentations. You will want to come with specific questions and concerns about the assignment and any issues or ideas you might have. Of course, you are encouraged to drop by during office hours anytime to discuss anything related to class. Failure to schedule and meet with me for a conference will negatively affect your grade.
GENERAL GUIDELINES:

You are solely responsible for your work and personal conduct in class. 

Respect others’ comments and contributions to class discussion.

Class participation in discussion is expected of you daily.

You are required to come to class prepared having done the readings and assignments, having the proper materials for class and ready to engage in critical discussions.

All electronic devices should be turned all the way off and not used during class time. 

I reserve the right to ask you to leave for any infraction and will count you absent for the day.

CIVILITY:

Students at institutions of higher learning are expected to exhibit high ethical and respectful behavior. Disruptive behavior is prohibited. Disruptive behavior means conduct that materially and substantially interferes with or obstructs the teaching or learning process in the context of the classroom setting and will be determined by me. Disruptive behavior will result in an expulsion from the class and a resulting absence. Behavior that can be considered disruptive includes, but is not limited to: arriving late or leaving early, talking/texting on a cell phone, disrespecting peers or the instructor, talking out of turn, not bringing the necessary materials to class, coming to class unprepared to participate, and eating in class. All electronic devices that could interrupt class should be turned off. Such devices may not be accessed during the class period. Laptops may be brought to class when it is announced ahead of time by me. Laptops must be used solely for educational purposes specific to the context of this class and will be forbidden if misused. Misuse will be determined by me. Consult the Student Handbook for more information for class behavior expectations and consequences.

PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION:

“Before anything else, preparation is the key to success,” said Alexander Graham Bell.

You are expected to come to class on time and fully prepared to engage with the content of the class. All readings must be read for the specified class and all assignments need to be completed and handed in on time. A lack of preparation and failure to live up to my expectations for class participation will negatively affect your grade. 

GRADES:

Individual Paper Presentations


30% of final grade

Daily class discussion moderation,

participation and majority/minority
 

40% of final grade

Spokesperson presentations

 Formal and informal written assignments

30% of final grade
A  = 94-100

B+ = 87-89

C+ = 77-79

D+ = 67-69




B  =  83-86

C  = 73-76

D = 63-66

A- = 90-93

B- =  80-82 

C- = 70-72

D- = 60-62

F = <59

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT/PLAGIARISM:

Part of your work and responsibility as a scholar is that you accept the rules and ethics of writing and documenting your outside sources.  In addition to downloading a paper off of the Internet or getting someone to write one for you, plagiarism is:

· Verbatim copying without proper acknowledgement—whether you copy a phrase, a sentence, a paragraph, or a whole paper, the source material must be introduced, in quotation marks, and documented.

· Paraphrasing without proper acknowledgement—reworded source material must be introduced and documented; again, the length of the paraphrased material doesn’t matter—you still have to cite it!

· Failing to acknowledge sources—any time you use sources, you need to identify the source material both within the essay and on a works cited page.
· Use of other's ideas without acknowledgement. 

When you submit work, your reputation as a writer is at stake.  Do not risk your grade on an essay or in the course by either deliberately or accidentally plagiarizing.  Plagiarism will result in a minimum of a failed paper and a maximum of suspension from the university. We will be discussing proper paraphrasing and citation guidelines as we go along. If in doubt, ask! Visit http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu for more information on the University’s Academic Integrity policy
ADJUSTMENTS FOR DISABILITIES:

If you have any sort of disability that could affect your performance in the class or for which you need accommodation, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440. See their website for more information: www.uncg.edu/ods

A FEW KEY THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND:

· Don’t hesitate to see me or email me if you ever have any questions, concerns, problems. I am here to help you and am eager to work with you.

· Expect to make mistakes and learn from them. We all make mistakes and this is a good thing. Like my mom always says, “Learn from your mistakes, so you don’t make them again.” And as Winston Churchill said, “Success is the ability to go from one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasm.” 

· Bring your own interests, ideas and personality to class and your writing. You being you is what I want you to be.

· Everything counts in this class.

· “Strive for success and remember you won't get what you want unless you want what you get.” – Yogi Berra 
· These policies are subject to change at my discretion. You will be notified of any changes. 
