Spring 2009: English 102-20
Section 20 MW (3:30-4:45), Section 36 TR(6:00-7:15), and Section 45 TR (3:30-4:45)

Josh Watson

MHRA 1211

Office: 212 McIver 

Office Hours TR 5-6:00 

jmwatso3@uncg.edu

Course Description: 

This course explores how to develop more cogent arguments through writing and speaking, especially concerning American/global culture and current events. This requires investigation of various argument-based texts, such as Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser, where students engage with the rhetorical mechanics of the argument presented. In-class discussion of the readings will illuminate successful methods of constructing an argument, as well an essay/article’s inability to convey certain ideas well. Participation is vital to your success in English 102. To write and speak successfully in this course, you should apply the ideas and methods we discuss in class to your own writing and presentations. During the semester each student must give three declamations. The first two presentations must each be around five minutes in length and the last around ten minutes. A five page argument-based essay should be handed in following each student’s presentations, so that’s fifteen total pages (revised) by the end of semester. Your essays will rely on research. There will be at least two peer review opportunities this semester, where you and several partners will scrutinize each other’s arguments. So the class consists of three writing assignments, three presentations, in-class discussions, smaller “low stakes” writing exercises, and group exercises designed to help you dissect and construct coherent arguments. 

Texts for the Course:

All assigned readings for the course will be posted on Blackboard. 
Speaking:

Presentations may respond to an essay or group of essays on a cultural concept/issue we’ve been reading in class, or a relative cultural topic an in-class reading might’ve sparked. Presentations must be argument-based and must use at least four outside articles/sources which you reference in both your orations and each of your three five page papers. Research/evidence will strengthen your argument. Each paper must be typed in 12pt Times New Roman font in Microsoft Word. Each paper turned in must be grammatically correct. Points will be deducted for grammar errors.

Writing: 

Each paper should be persuasive, inventive in the angle in which you approach the subject matter, free of grammar errors, and at least five pages in length. Each paper will be revised twice throughout the semester. At least two essays will be peer reviewed. This will allow you to scrutinize your classmates’ work, tell them how to improve or where the paper’s most successful, and they will return the favor to your essay. This will allow you feedback from your peer, as well as from me.
1st Presentation/paper                                         25%     

2nd Presentation/paper                                         25%      

3rd Presentation/paper                                         40%

Participation/discussion/in-class writing            10%






           ________






              100%


Learning and Speaking Goals
As a student in this course, you will:

· Apply critical academic standards to written, visual, and oral texts
· Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse

· Construct cogent arguments and communicate those arguments clearly, coherently, and effectively

· Locate, synthesize, and evaluate information, weighing evidence and evaluating the arguments of differing viewpoints

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Enhance learning through active engagement in oral communication

· Improve oral skills and abilities

Class Participation
Class Participation is vital in English 102. This requires you to read each assignment for the dated listed before you attend that particular class meeting. Occasional reflection papers will both organize your ideas, and show me you are engaging with the material. This will be in-class writing, which, along with your class attendance, equals 10% of your final grade. 
Attendance

Attendance is essential to success in this class. You are allowed two unexcused absences without penalty. A third absence reduces your final grade a letter grade. Four absences means receive an F for the semester. 

Academic Integrity

“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.

Plagiarism results in an automatic F for the assignment. 

Laptop Policy
Laptops may be used in class only by students having a special need for purposes of note-taking or other classroom activities.  Students with such a need should make specific arrangements with the instructor.  No student may use a laptop in class without a prior arrangement with me.

Behavior
Please be courteous to your fellow students when they are speaking, writing, and listening.  This includes coming to class on time. (If you are late, I will know and your grade will reflect it) and with cell phones turned off.  Food and drink is okay in class as long as it does not become a distraction.  

The Writing Center (MHRA 3211)
If at any point throughout the term you need help with a paper or would like to gain a new perspective on your work, feel free to visit the Writing Center.  Readers are available Monday through Thursday from 9 am to 8 pm, Fridays until 3 pm and Sunday evenings from 5 to 8 pm. 

Disability Services

Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.

* This syllabus is subject to change as the semester progresses.  I will announce any changes in class. It is your responsibility to keep up with the changes I’ve announced even if you’ve missed class.
W. 1/21 Review Syllabus.

M. 1/26 Discuss FFN chapters 3 through 5; see Blackboard. Discuss presentations.
W. 1/28 “Watching TV Makes You Smarter” by Steven Johnson; “Thinking Outside the Idiot Box” by Dana Stevens.
M. 2/2 Discuss “They Say” chapter; “What’s the Matter with Kids Today” by Amy           Goldwasser.

W. 2/4 Discuss “Her Point Is…;” “As He Himself Puts It;” “Reality TV: Oxymoron” by George F. Will.

M. 2/9 Discuss “Yes/No/Okay, But;” “And Yet;”  “Hidden Intellectualism” by Gerald Graff.

W. 2/11 Discuss “Skeptics May Object;” “Bart Simpson: Prince of Irreverence” by Douglas Rushoff.

M 2/16 Discuss “So What? Who Cares?” “Family Guy and Freud” by Antonia Peacock. 
W.2/18 Discuss “As a Result;” “Ain’t So/Is No;” “Can You Hear Me Now?” by Shelly 

Turkle. In-class Peer Review.
M. 2/23 Conferences

W. 2/25 Conferences

M. 3/2 First Presentation

W. 3/4 First Presentation

SPRING BREAK

M. 3/16 Discuss “Don’t Blame the Eater” by David Zinczenko; “What You Eat Is Your Business;” excerpts from The Jungle by Upton Sinclair. 

W. 3/18 Discuss “Lawsuits Against Fast-Food Restaurants…” by John H. Banzhaf III; “Obesity: Much of the Responsibility Lies with Corporations” by Yves Engler.

M. 3/23 Discuss “Your Trusted Friends” by Eric Schlosser; “Fat as a Feminist Issue” by Susie Orbach; “Being Fat Is Ok” by Paul Campos. 

W. 3/25 Discuss excerpts from Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser; In-class Peer Review. 
M. 3/30 Second Presentation

W. 4/2  Second Presentation

M. 4/6 “The Growing Gulf Between the Rich and the Rest of Us” by Holly Sklar; “The Truth About Wages” by Bruce Bartlett; “Inequality and the American Dream” The Economist

W. 4/8“Up Against Wal-Mart” by Karen Olsson; “Progressive Wal-Mart. Really” by Sebastian Mallaby.

M. 4/13 “Confronting Inequality” by Paul Krugman; “A More Perfect Union” by Barack Obama; 

W. 4/15 “The Growing College Gap” by Tamara Draut; In-class Peer Review.

M. 4/20 Conferences

W. 4/22 Conferences

M. 4/27 Third Presentation
W. 4/29 Third Presentation

M. 5/4 Final Class/ Review

