English 102: The Culture and Politics of Food

Instructor: Kristen Pond / office & hours: MHRA 3112F T/H 11-12 / kapond@uncg.edu

Is the old adage “we are what we eat” really true? If there is one universal claim we can make for all humans, it is that we depend on food. However, the relationship we form with food – the culture and politics of growing, distributing, buying, and consuming food – varies greatly from nation to nation and community to community. In this course we will pay careful attention to the rhetorical presentation of food culture at local and national levels and in public spaces (grocery stores, magazines) and private spaces (dorm rooms, the family table). This rhetorical lens will enable us to analyze how we relate to our food; we will explore our usual unthinking approach to food to see if we can indeed uncover what our food culture is and how food processes can be politically laden. Our classroom exploration will involve reading and writing and then talking about what we have discovered. Through this talking process we will see how all three activities – reading, writing, and speaking – form an integral part of the critical thinking and analyzing process. Not only will you learn to critically speak and communicate your thoughts in a discussion setting, but you will also develop skills for communicated your ideas and arguments in a more formal presentation format by presenting a semester-long inquiry project on some aspect of food culture. 
Required Texts

1. E-reserves

2. Duncan, Matthew and Gustav W. Friedrich. Oral Presentations in the Composition Course. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006

3. Nervous Conditions by Tsitsi Dangarembga / Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2004 / ISBN# 0954702336
4. The Ethics of What We Eat: Why Our Food Choices Matter by Peter Singer and Jim Mason / Rodale Books, 2007 / ISBN# 1594866872
5. Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver / Harper Perennial, 2008 / ISBN# 0060852569
English 102 Course Objectives:

1.   To advance and extend students’ knowledge of oral argumentative discourse, and   

      apply this knowledge as a mode of learning to write, do research, and engage in inquiry;

2.   To advance and extend students’ appreciation for writing and speaking as public and 

      community-based processes through the activities of drafting, peer review, and revision, as    

      well as individual and small group oratory exercises;

3.   To introduce students to the principles of invention, arrangement, style, memory, and 

      delivery in oral presentations;

4.   To help students to develop the habit of synthesizing, versus reporting on or simply 

      summarizing, source information in both oral and written communication.
Our Dialogic Classroom: This description of our classroom means that we enact much of our learning through dialogue. I expect you to listen and speak with respect. We will define as a class what our ethical code is for discussions, but in general you should be willing to listen to and learn from your peers; this open stance will create an engaging and insightful classroom community. 
Email and Blackboard: It is important that you check your blackboard and UNCG email account regularly. I will post important class information and assignments on blackboard, and quite a few reading assignments will be posted on blackboard. It is essential that you have access to blackboard and use it often! Likewise, all communication will be conducted through UNCG email, so check this email account daily. 

Late Work Policy: I DO NOT accept late work

Attendance Policy: Students are allowed four absences for whatever reason.  After four absences, you will receive a failing grade for the class.

The Speaking Center can offer you expert advice and a chance to practice speaking assignments for our class. Please note they only take appointments two days ahead of when the assignment is due. The speaking center is located on the third floor of the HHRA building and their website is www.uncg.edu/cac/  
The University Writing Center is an invaluable source for help with writing your essays. They will help you during any part of the process – from brainstorming to restructuring to polishing sentences. I encourage you to take advantage of this service. The Writing Center lets professors know when a student visits, and I will take note of your extra effort. The Writing Center is located in 3211 MHRA, and is open Monday through Thursday, 9am-8pm; Fridays, 9am-3pm; and Sunday evenings, 5-8pm. 

Academic Integrity Policy:  Please remember that all students at UNCG must adhere to the University’s Academic Integrity Policy (http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/).  You are expected to submit your own work.  I take Plagiarism and other violations of this policy very seriously and there will be serious consequences.

Special Needs: If you have special needs, please let me know or contact the Office of Disability Services—334.5440.

GRADE CALCULATION:   
               Article Response & Facilitator: 
                           15%              
                     
        Out and About Reports:   


        15%



        Double Entry Journal:



        15%

        Final Individual Presentation:


        15%


        Final Food Culture Analysis Paper:

        20%
                               Class Participation: 



        20%
 Total: 






100%

Out-and-Abouts 
You will be required to go on two “field trips” to explore further the issue of food in our community. You may visit one of the major chain grocery stores, an independent grocery store that sells local food, the farmers market, or any other food community that meets approval ahead of time. Because the end of the semester tends to get backed up with final tests and projects, both of your out-and-abouts must be completed when we return from spring break. You will turn in a 1-2 page rhetorical analysis of the food culture at the food site. After spring break we will set aside two class periods to share our experiences in informal presentations. (4 pages)
written responses:   

        10%
dialogue with class:

        5%
Double Entry Journal: 15%

Kept throughout the semester, these are intended to help you think through food politics and your own experiences with food culture to prepare you to think more analytically for class discussions and for use in your Food Culture Analysis Paper. You must write an entry twice a week (at least) and I will take them up once before spring break and once after. One side of the paper should simply list what you ate, where you ate it, with whom you ate it, what time, and any other empirical sort of data you want to list. On the other half of the page you should critically analyze some of the cultural practices and ideologies that inform your food experiences that day. (20 pages)
Blackboard Post:

These must be posted before class every Tuesday and should be 200-300 words. There will be a specific question to respond to, but in general these posts will reflect on our readings and should be a virtual conversation among your peers. (7 pages)
counts as part of 20% participation grade
Discussion Facilitator: Current Perspectives on Food Culture

On a chosen date, you will help facilitate discussion on one of the articles we read for class. To help you more deeply engage with the article, you will be required to turn in a two page summary analysis and personal response to the article. Working with two other students, you will each choose a few main points to explain to the class and a discussion question to engage us further with the major issues of the article. This informal presentation will prepare you for the more formal final presentation. You MUST submit to me a list of main points and questions the day before our class discussion of the article. 

Discussion Facilitation on article: 

           10%

Article Summary & Response (1-2 pages): 

5%
Food Culture Analysis Project

This is a multi-generic paper, or you may think of it as a portfolio that collects all of your exploration about a particular aspect of food, that provides analysis and synthesis of your findings and presents it in a variety of ways. Some of examples of material you might include are: 

* interview selections of two people about their food experiences (should relate to your   

   specific topic)

* cut-outs of ads or hyperlinks to commercials dealing with your food topic

* one summary and analysis of article using select resources


* a small sampling of freewrites or blackboard posts and a one page synthesis-reflection


* a small sampling of double entry notebook and a one page synthesis-reflection

We will discuss this project in depth, and you will have opportunities throughout the semester to add to your project. Many of the smaller assignments are designed to provide material for this larger project. At end of the semester you will present your project to the class. (5-7 pages)
Final Individual Presentation:


        20%
Final Food Culture Analysis Project:

        20%
Participation Grade: 20%
This grade is a synthesis of your involvement in our class in various ways, which include:

1) being actively involved in the class discussion

2) informal presentations including out-and-abouts

3) completing in-class freewrites once a week

4) completing blackboard post responses once a week

5) required conference for project proposal

Reading & Writing Schedule

(Please note:  This is a tentative syllabus, subject to modification.  Always check Blackboard for updated assignments and important announcements)

January











1/20 Syllabus, Holiday Food Experience & BB post 
3/24 Singer selections, Part III & BB post
1/22 “Food Culture” (ereserves)



3/26 “the Food Wars Thesis” (ereserves)
1/27 Bordo “Hunger as Ideology” (ereserves) BB post
3/31 Kingsolver chp 17,19 & BB post
1/29 Barthes “Myth Today” (ereserves)


April








4/2 article TBA
February 







2/3 Kingsolver chp 1-2 & BB post



4/7 Nervous Conditions
2/5 “Food Choice & the Consumer” (ereserves)

4/9 project workday
2/10 Kingsolver chp 3,6 & BB post



4/14 Nervous Conditions
2/12 Barthes “Wine and Milk” (ereserves)


4/16 Nervous Conditions
2/17 Singer selections from Part I & BB post


4/21 Project Presentations
2/19 Barthes “Toward a Psychosociology..” (ereserves)
4/23 Project Presentations, DEJ due
2/24 Kingsolver chp 9, 14 & BB post 


4/28 Project Presentations
2/26 Project workday, Proposal due



4/30 Project Presentations












March

3/3 Singer selections from Part II & BB post


May 5 – Project Due
3/5 Pollan “Unhappy Meals” (ereserves), DEJ due





3/17 Out and About presentations




3/19 Out and About presentations, project workday


