ENG 102-27
Back to the Future… and the Past 

(Speaking Intensive)

Spring 2009

TR: 9:30-10:45

MHRA 1209

Instructor: Samantha Simpson
Office: 113 McIver
Office Number: 334-9846
Office Hours: TR 2:00-3:30
Email: snsimpso@uncg.edu
Course Description

“You made a time machine… out of a DeLorean?”—Marty McFly
The Time Traveler of H.G. Wells’ The Time Machine discovers that in the year A.D. 802,701 the human race is gone, replaced by the delicate Eloi and the monstrous Morlocks. Marty McFly, the hero of “Back to the Future II,” discovers that in the year 2015—six years from now—we will have flying cars and automatic lace-up sneakers.

What do our assumptions and fantasies about the future reveal about our current social attitudes? And what discoveries can we make by traveling to the past like Dana in Octavia Butler’s Kindred?

In this speaking intensive course, we will make more discoveries through (literary) time travel. We will construct arguments for and against controversial inventions of the past—like birth control pills and the fork—as well as imagine divisive technology for the future. We will research bygone eras and make logical claims about the approaching (but unknown) future. And we will discuss the ways in which personal lives shape and intersect with history.
Course Objectives
· To advance and extend knowledge of oral argumentative discourse and apply this knowledge as a mode of learning to write, do research, and engage in inquiry.

· To advance and extend appreciation for writing and speaking as public and community-based processes through the activities of drafting, peer review, and revision, as well as individual and small-group oratory exercises.

· To introduce the principles of invention, arrangement, style, memory, and delivery in oral presentations.

· To help develop the habit of synthesizing, versus reporting on or simply summarizing source information in both oral and written communication.

Course Materials

You will need to purchase the following texts:

1. The Time Machine, H.G. Wells, Penguin Classics, ISBN: 0141439971
2. Kindred, Octavia E. Butler, Beacon Press (25th Anniversary Edition), ISBN: 0807083690

3. Oral Presentations in the Composition Course, Matthew Duncan and Gustav W. Friedrich, ISBN: 0312417845

You can download the readings marked with asterisks (*) from JSTOR or www.gutenberg.org. You are required to print copies of these texts and bring them to class.

I recommend purchasing a three-ring binder for the organization of your notes, homework assignments, and response paper drafts.

Grading

Your final grade will be based on the following criteria.

Discussion Contribution—10%

I expect you to take advantage of every opportunity to contribute to the discussion we begin in this class. Your speaking skills will not improve unless you… speak. In the middle of the semester, you will meet with me for an individual conference in which we will discuss your contributions to class discussion as well as your concerns about the class. Missing that conference will count as two unexcused absences.

Response Papers—15%
Throughout the course, I will ask you to understand the contexts of several historical moments. Your five-page response papers will provide you with the opportunity to analyze these enduring arguments from your contemporary perspective. Your response papers must have clear and logical theses with well-researched supporting evidence.
Ambush Quizzes and Homework—10%
There’s really only one kind of quiz: pop. These quizzes will test your comprehension of the reading. (HINT: You will not do well if you merely skim the texts.) A pop quiz can take any form—oral or written. Be prepared. After all, I do not give make-up quizzes.

I will post all homework assignments on Blackboard. Please note that all homework assignments must be typed. I will accept emailed assignments at my discretion. You may turn in late homework within two days of the original due date for half-credit.
Individual Speeches—20%
Debate Project—20%
This semester you will have many opportunities to practice speaking in front of an audience. We will, of course, discuss how to choose to a topic; how to research that topic; and how to organize your information.

Both your individual speeches and your debate project will require you to investigate a specific era in history. Your speeches must have an identifiable thesis. For your debate project, you will have to research a controversial invention. You and your partner will generate reasons for and against the use of this object then organize a debate session.

Final Project: The Time Tour—25%
At the end of semester, you will create a time travel brochure or itinerary. Your tour through the expanse of history must have a theme and include at least three stops. You will present your tour to your classmates (and fellow time travelers) in a 5-7 minute presentation.

Attendance Policy

I will take attendance daily. You are allowed no more than two unexcused absences. You will lose five points from your final grade for each unexcused absence beyond this. Also, two tardies count as an absence, so come to class on time.

I will not excuse your absence without a valid doctor’s note; court appearance or jury duty documents; or proof of participation in a university activity. If there is a death in your family, you will need to furnish proof.

Students who miss more than four classes will not pass this class, regardless of the excuse.

Missed Speaking Assignments

I will permit you to make up a speaking assignment under the following conditions:

1. Your absence must be excused.

2. Barring a medical emergency, you have to notify me in advance of your absence.

3. You will make up the speech on the Tuesday following your absence. You must be prepared to present your work at the beginning of that class.

If you do not meet these conditions or if you “forget” about your make-up speaking assignment, you will receive a non-negotiable zero.

General Courtesy

It is important for you to feel comfortable in this environment. We can learn from each other, but only if we create and nurture a place where everyone can voice their opinions. Rude, intimidating, and malicious comments help no one. Further, I expect you all to give your peers the proper respect and attention during their presentations and debates.

Also, make sure you turn off your cell phones and put away your MP3 players. Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on Blackboard. Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. Again, one violation means no laptop use.
Academic Misconduct

“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at http://academic.integrity.uncg.edu/complete. I expect you to adhere to that policy.

Communication

It is your responsibility to check your UNCG email account as well as Blackboard for information regarding assignments or schedule changes. Do not hesitate to email me with questions or concerns. I will respond to your email within 48 hours. If you receive no response, re-send your original message.

The Speaking Center

Do not wait until you are overwhelmed to seek assistance. The staff at the University Speaking Center is willing to help you with your technique and with your works in progress. Please take advantage of this valuable service. The Speaking Center is located in room 3211 in the Moore Building.

Disabilities

Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services (ods@uncg.edu or 334-5440) on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday.

Class Schedule

The assigned readings should be completed by the date that they appear. I will announce any changes or additions to the schedule in class, as well as on Blackboard. You are responsible for completing the readings, even if you miss a class. 
Preparing For Time Travel

Tuesday, January 20



Introduction: Defining Time







Discussion: Public Speaking

Thursday, January 22



From Time Machines, 1-13 and 65-80
Discussion: Using UNCG Resources and MLA Formatting

The Victorian Time Machine
Tuesday, January 27 



Discussion Groups: The Context for Wells

(Arguments from the Victorian Age)

Thursday, January 29 



The Time Machine, Introduction

Tuesday, February 3



The Time Machine, 3-33

Thursday, February 5

The Time Machine, 34-70


Tuesday, February 10



The Time Machine, 71-91
Thursday, February 12



NO CLASS
Tuesday, February 17


*Topicality and Temporality (Ruddick), 334-357

Thursday, February 19
RESPONSE PAPER DUE
Speech #1: Turning Points—Progress and Human Nature
Tuesday, February 24

Thursday, February 26

Discussion: The Debate Project (Research and Writing)
Tuesday, March 3





Thursday, March 5





Spring Break

Tuesday, March 10



NO CLASS

Thursday, March 12



NO CLASS

Debate Project (Speech #2): The Inventions
Tuesday, March 17

Thursday, March 19

Conferences
Tuesday, March 24

Thursday, March 26
A Harrowing Journey to the Past (Primary Sources)
Tuesday, March 31



*From Notes on the State of Virginia






(Jefferson)







*The Mudsill Theory (Hammond)







*The Universal Law of Slavery (Fitzhugh)
Thursday, April 2



*No Compromise [Speech] (Garrison)







*Chapters VIII and IX, My Bondage and My







Freedom (Douglass)






*Chapter XIII, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl,







(Jacobs)
Tuesday, April 7



RESPONSE PAPER DUE
Another Harrowing Journey to the Past (Secondary Source)
Thursday, April 9



Discussion Group: African-Americans in 1976







(Race and Memory)

Kindred, 9-51
Tuesday, April 14



Kindred, 52-107
Thursday, April 16



Kindred, 108-188


Tuesday, April 21



Kindred, 189-264
Thursday, April 23



*Not Enough of the Past (Mitchell), 51-75







RESPONSE PAPER DUE
Back to the Future

Tuesday, April 28 



Discussion Group: 20th Century Nostalgia







(Prosperity in the 1950s and 1980s)







“What We Really Miss…” (Coontz), 31-47

Thursday, April 30



*Back to the Future in the 80s (Kinder), 2-11


*Back to the Future: Oedipus as Time Traveller (Gordon), 372-385


Course Evaluations
Thursday, May 7



Time Travel Tour Presentations






12:00-3:00
