English 102-28





English 102
TR 12:30-1:45





Office Hours:  R 2:00-3:00pm
Instructor:  Heather Newsam



Office:  MHRA 3112E

E-Mail:  hlnewsam@uncg.edu


Course Description:

In this class, we will examine the ways that stories intersect with our lives because stories have a great deal to teach us about culture, gender, our world, and ourselves.  The telling and receiving of stories in our culture may not appear at first to employ rhetoric.  However, over the course of the semester we will seek to expose the underlying rhetorical conventions at work in our culture’s storytelling practices.  We will look for these stories in unusual places and explore both oral traditions and folktales.  Finally, we will examine fairytales and their impact on gender, culture and class.  During our study, you will read, write, and tell stories. Since this is a speaking intensive writing course, you will engage in both of these activities equally and regularly. 

Learning goals for 102 include the following:

· Identify the elements of stories and recognize issues of gender, culture, and class in them

· Write for a variety of audiences and understand audience demands for oral situations

· Recognize the principles of effective oral and written rhetoric (the rhetorical triangle)

· Participate in group feedback and support processes for improving writing and speaking

· Understand effective listening skills as part of the writing and speaking processes

Texts:

· Fables Volume 1: Legends in Exile, Bill Willingham (Random 2002) ISBN: 9781563899423
· Oral Presentations in the Composition Classroom, Matthew Duncan (MPS 2006) ISBN: 9780312417840
· The Classic Fairy Tales, Marie Tatar (1998 Norton Critical Edition) ISBN: 0393972771
· AND some E-Reserve Texts

Grading Policy:

· Participation and Discussion Leading 
25% 
· Family Story Project w/ Presentation, Fairy Tale Retelling w/ Presentation
35%  
· Magazine and Presentation

40%
*Please review the Overall Student Performance Rubric located on our Blackboard page under Rubrics for an outline of the standards evaluated in this class.*
Classroom Policies:
· Class assignments are to be completed before the beginning of the class period for which they are scheduled.  Lack of preparation will result in your being asked to leave class for the day and immediately lower your grade.
· Late work is unacceptable unless you have made prior arrangements with me at least 24 hours in advance.

· All written assignments must be submitted to me in-person during class time unless otherwise specified.  I will not accept your assignment from anyone who isn’t you.
· Attendance is essential.  Readings and assignments will be given during class so you must be present to stay on track.  If you are not prepared for class I will ask you to leave and mark you absent.  There is no such thing as an “excused” or “unexcused” absence.  You are adults and you are paying to go to school.  If you choose not to come to class, you are wasting your time and money, and that is your own choice to make.  You are responsible for all readings and assignments when you are not present in class.  If you miss more than two classes, you should expect your final grade to suffer.  If you miss more than four classes you will automatically fail the course.
· Peer workshops and conferences are mandatory.  

Civilized Behavior

· We begin class at 12:30pm.  Unless you have an extreme medical or family emergency, there is no excuse for missing class or for tardiness.  If you are more than five minutes late, do not bother to come.  You are absent.  Excessive tardiness will count as absences and will result in a lower final grade for the class or failure.  It’s very simple.  Be here.  Be on time.  
· No cell phones, no iPods, no beepers.  Turn them OFF before class.  If your electronic device disrupts the class or distracts from your class participation, then I will ask you to leave and count you absent for the day.

· You may bring bottled water, soft drinks, or coffee to class, but please don’t eat during class.  I am aware that this class falls within the normal lunch hour, but I assume that you have scheduled your lunch around your class.  This class is not your lunch break.  In addition, if you need gum to keep you engaged please keep it to yourself.  Smacking, popping, and cracking is very distracting.

· Respect one another.  Lively discussion is a goal of the course, but remember to treat one another with respect.  Do not interrupt speakers, and do not insult your peers.  Disagreements are great, but discussion will be polite.  Everyone is entitled to their own interpretation and the right to express it in respectful, non-inflammatory ways.  I do not tolerate any language that is sexist, racist, or homophobic.

Participation:

Students will be asked to do a lot of speaking and writing in this course.  In addition to your larger presentations and papers, students will be asked to do a lot of low-stakes assignments such as group activities, informal presentations, and in-class writing.  Students should participate in class discussion enthusiastically and in ways that contribute to the overall class conversation.  If I cannot distinguish you from plant life or a log, then you are absent, so speak up in class.  A participation grade will be given each class meeting based on the Daily Participation Rubric located in the Rubric section of our Blackboard page.  Please review this rubric so that you are aware of the standards for class participation.
Blackboard Discussions:

Throughout the class you will be required to respond to questions about the readings that I place on our Blackboard discussion board.  These questions will be posted by 5pm the night before we discuss the reading in class.  You must respond to the initial question and also respond to a fellow student’s posting by midnight that night.  Blackboard postings will be graded using the Blackboard Response Rubric, which can be accessed under Rubrics on our Blackboard page.

Discussion Leaders:

Within the first three weeks of class you will sign up to lead one class discussion with a partner.  You and your partner are responsible for initiating and facilitating the discussion for the readings the class has prepared.  A rubric for the evaluation of this leadership role can be found on our Blackboard page as well.
Conferences:

You will meet with me two times this semester to discuss the ways in which you can improve your presentation skills and revise your writing assignments.
All papers should be typed and double-spaced.  Use standard font styles (no larger than 12 point), and standard one-inch margins.  Handwritten papers will not be accepted.

The Writing Center:

I encourage you to use the Writing Center to get new and different perspectives on your writing.  Think of the Writing Center as an extension of the classroom community and the staff is available to give you useful feedback.  The WC is located in 3211 MHRA and is open every day and some nights.  Drop by or call 334-3125 for an appointment.  Their webpage is http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter.
The Speaking Center

The Speaking Center is another great resource. They can help you with presentation skills, interpersonal skill, and group skills. You must have an appointment at the Speaking Center. They do not take walk-ins, and you must schedule your appointment at least 2 days in advance of your presentation. You may call 256-1346 for an appointment. Their webpage is http://www.uncg.edu/cac.
Disability Policy:

If you have any sort of disability that could affect your performance in the class or for which you need accommodation, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440 or visit their website:  http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/.  You should also notify me immediately of any such disability.
Plagiarism:

Part of your work and responsibility as a scholar is that you accept the rules and ethics of writing and documenting your outside sources.  In addition to downloading a paper off of the Internet or getting someone to write one for you, plagiarism is:

· Verbatim copying without proper acknowledgement—whether you copy a phrase, a sentence, a paragraph, or a whole paper, the source material must be introduced, in quotation marks, and documented.

· Paraphrasing without proper acknowledgement—reworded source material must be introduced and documented; again, the length of the paraphrased material doesn’t matter—you still have to cite it!

· Failing to acknowledge sources—any time you use sources, you need to identify the source material both within the essay and on a works cited page.
· Use of other's ideas without acknowledgement. 

When you submit work, your reputation as a writer is at stake.  Do not risk your grade on a writing assignment or in the course by either deliberately or accidentally plagiarizing.  Visit http://academicintegrity.uncg.eud for more information on the University’s Academic Integrity policy.

