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English 102-31: Composition II

“Can the Subaltern Speak?”: The Problem of Representation
Instructor: Belinda Walzer (blwalzer@uncg.edu)
Office Hours: T/R 10:00-11:00 or by appointment 

Class meeting time: T/R  2:00pm - 3:15pm

Office: MHRA 3112-G





Class location: MHRA 1211


In this course we will explore through literature, non-fiction and extensive class discussion the problem of representation. Some of the questions we will be addressing include: Is it possible to sufficiently represent an event or a culture from outside of that experience? Can one gain a sufficient understanding of an other’s pain and suffering through representations of it? How is representation intertwined with power structures? Do all people have a platform to speak on a global stage? Who does not? Why?
This is a course on rhetoric. The theme of representation is inherently rhetorical since it has to do with rhetoric’s relationship to understandings of truth. Although we will be reading fiction we will be exploring that fiction through a rhetorical lens with the view of addressing these and more questions about representation and experience.
This is a speaking intensive course. It is based on the idea that “rhetoric represents a set of activities—reading, writing, speaking, listening, and discussing—that all intellectually engaged people—students, teachers, and public figures alike—participate in every day. It makes clear that comprehending what rhetoric is and how it works is vitally important to understanding how [spoken] texts influence thought and action, in school and in the community, for good or ill” (preface to Everyday Use). This class also assumes that we can always work to become better thinkers, writers, readers and speakers and listeners.



Course Goals

UNCG General Education Goals: 

After this course you will hopefully gain the ability to

· Write and speak clearly, coherently, and effectively as well as to adapt modes of communication to one’s audience. 

· Interpret academic writing and discourse in a variety of disciplines

· Locate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information

English Department Course Objectives: 
1. To advance and extend students’ knowledge of oral argumentative discourse, and apply this knowledge as a mode of learning how to write, do research, and engage in inquiry;

2. To advance and extend students’ appreciation for writing and speaking as public and community-based processes through the activities of drafting, peer review, and revision, as well as individual and small group oratory exercises.

3. To introduce students to the principles of invention, arrangement, style, memory, and delivery of oral presentations. 

4. To help students to develop the habit of synthesizing, versus reporting on or simply summarizing, source information in both oral and written communication.  

My course objectives: 
· I hope to help you gain a better understanding of the language that surrounds you, its power, and how to manipulate it. 
· It is my goal to help you develop a more fluid and coherent implementation of speech.
· I hope to help you building on your understanding of the rhetorical triangle into more sophisticated understandings of rhetoric and how to use it. 
· Most importantly I hope to encourage you to hone your critical thinking skills in relation to your position in this world.  


Expectations
Since this course deals with sensitive topics, there needs to be an understood respect between all members of the class, including me. I expect you to value your classmates and give them the attention they deserve during presentations and discussions. I will not tolerate people holding side conversations while other students are talking or presenting.  I consider my job to be a facilitator in class, so you will be relying heavily on each other for stimulating discussion in smaller groups and as a class community and I expect full participation from everyone. Expect and be prepared to talk each and every class period. Finally, I hope that you will find this a safe environment to explore the subject matter and your rhetoric.
Class policies
· You are allowed 3 absences after which I will reduce your grade for each subsequent absence. You are still responsible for work done or assignments given in class on days you miss. If you miss more than 6 classes you will fail this course. You are also responsible for being mentally present, so if you sleep you will be counted absent. You are allowed three absences with no excuse so use them wisely.  
· Please don’t be late. If you are late 3 times it will be counted as an absence.
· Late assignments will be penalized. If you are absent on a day in which an assignment is due or you have a presentation please make prior arrangements (at least a week in advance) to reschedule your presentation. Rescheduling is based on availability so be forewarned that you may not have the option to reschedule if you do not show for your presentation. 
· I go by the airplane rule when it comes to technology: anything that should be turned off during takeoff or landing should also be turned off and stay out of sight in this class.

· I expect you to have consistent access to Blackboard and email. I often post announcements and will post assignments and documents on Blackboard rather than giving a paper copy. 

· We will be doing some conferencing and during the semester. I take these very seriously as should you. Failure to attend a conference or a scheduled meeting/appointment will count as an absence and reduce your participation grade. 

· Plagarism has very serious consequences. Please see the academic integrity policy www.uncg.edu/saf/studiscp/Honor.html. 

· Please see the Academic Integrity Policy in the Student Handbook or on line at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu. You are expected to abide by this.


Texts*:

Novels: Dangarembga, Tsitsi. Nervous Conditions. Seattle: Seal Press, 1988. ISBN: 1580051340 

Kincaid, Jamaica. A Small Place. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1988. ISBN: 0374527075
Course Packet: Word documents and  PDFs:

1. Duffy: Rhetoric—A Primer



2. Roskelly and Jolliffe: Everyday Use pgs 3-9
3. Roskelly and Jolliffe: Everyday Use pgs 11-25
4. Sontag: “Regarding the Pain of Others”

5. Scarry: “The Difficulty of Imagining Others”
6. Spivak: "Can the Subaltern Speak?" excerpt


7. Said: Orientalism excerpt




8. Devi: "Douloti the Bountiful"

9. Devi and Spivak: “The Author in Conversation”



10. Appiah: "The Shattered Mirror”
11. Schaffer and Smith: Human Rights and Narrated Lives excerpt

12. Griffiths: "The Myth of Authenticity"
13. Dangarembga: "The Letter"
You are required to print all of these 12 texts in this course packet and bind them in this order by the second week of school to receive full credit. You must bring this course packet to class each time. It is our primary text. 



Evaluation*:
Participation (20%): 
As previously mentioned, this is a speaking intensive class that relies heavily on class discussion. Participation in group and class discussions is expected and required. This grade will also reflect attendance, timeliness, class preparation and class presence (if you tune out you are not ‘present’). This grade will also include smaller written assignments (1-2 pages) such as journals that I will assign throughout the semester. 5% of this grade is printing your course packet by the second week of school. See details under “Texts” of your syllabus. 

Blackboard (10%): 

Once or twice during the semester (depending on class size) you will be required to post on a word to add to our course glossary. You will be required to find a working definition of a word, synthesize it and post that definition and be prepared to comment on how it relates to texts we are reading. The post should be at least a paragraph long but can be in list form. You will also be required to participate in a virtual discussion on blackboard the week after spring break by posting at least 2 entries (one entry and one response to another’s entry of at least a paragraph each). More details will be given. 
Discussion Leader (15%) 
You will be required to sign up for one to two class period(s) (depending on the size of the class) and lead discussion based on the readings/assignment for the entire class. Further details will be given. These will be graded according to a rubric and as part of the grade you will be required to submit a written “rationale” of your discussion plans. Rationale should be at least 1-2 pages long. Further details will also be given on this. 
Individual Presentation (15%) 
Just before spring break you will give an individual presentation of about 15 minutes on a rhetorical analysis of a speech/public rhetorical moment that deals with representation and/or the subaltern. This will be graded according a rubric and more details will be given. Please note that a written rhetorical analysis must accompany your presentation (see below).
Group Presentation  (20%): 

This is your final project of the semester and is in lieu of a final exam. You will work in groups to present a final research project on a topic of your group’s choice but that relates to our course material for approximately 20-30 minutes. More details will be given closer to the time. This will also be graded according to a rubric and ONE grade will be given to all group members. Please not that one written rhetorical analysis as well as further written work such as an outline for the group must accompany the presentation (see below). 

Two (2) Written Rhetorical Analyses (10% each, 20% total). 

Twice during the semester you will be required to do written speech analyses. One will accompany the individual presentation and one will accompany the group presentation. These are formal written assignments and we will be working on them in addition to the presentations extensively in class. The paper accompanying the individual presentation will be 3-5 pages. The paper accompanying the group presentation will be 5-10 pages. Further details will be given.
*Please note that all assignments, texts and evaluation subject to change at my discretion. Ample notice will be given. 



Student Resources

International Programs

http://www.uncg.edu.ipg/
336.334.5404

Speaking Center

http://speakingcenter.uncg.edu
336.256.1346

Staff Advocates for Students

http://es.uncg.edu/advocates/
Student Academic Services

http://www.uncg.edu/adv
336.334.5730

Student Advising and Recruitment Center-
School of Education

http://www.uncg.edu/soe/newsite/sarc/index.html
336.334.3410

Student Success Center

http://student.uncg.edu
· Learning Assistance Center http://success.uncg.edu/lac 

(LAC): 159 Reynolds Hall 

336.334. 3878

· Special Support Services 

http://sucess.uncg.edu/sss
(SSS) 02 Ragsdale Hall 336.334.7533

· Supplemental Instruction Program 

http://www.uncg.edu/sip
326 McIver Hall 

336.334.3562

Writing Center

http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter
336.334.3125

Counseling and Testing Center

http://studenthealth.uncg.edu/
3336.334.5874

Dean of Students Office

http://studentconduct.uncg.edu
226.224.5514

Disability Services

http://www.uncg.edu/ods
336.334.5440

Student Affairs

http://saf.dept.uncg.edu
336.334.5099

Speech and Hearing Center

http://www.uncg.edu/csd
336.334.5939

Student Employment Office

http://csc.dept.uncg.edu/seo
seo@uncg.edu

336.256.0403

Student Health Services

http://studenthealth.uncg.edu/
336.334.5340

