Shelby Smoak Spring 2008
English 102S-42 TR 8-9:15 (MHRA 1211)

English 102S-46 TR 11-12:15 (MHRA 1210)

English 102S-33 TR 3:30-4:45 (MHRA 3204)

Office: McIver 114; hours TR 9:20-10:50; phone: 336.334.9846
Email: srsmoak@uncg.edu
America:  What Kind of Nation Are We?
Required Texts:

Walsh, Sharon K. and Evelyn D. Asch.  IMMIGRATIOIN: A Wadsworth Casebook in Argument.
 
(ISBN: 1-4130-0664-7)

PRISON NATION:  THE WAREHOUSING OF AMERICA'S POOR.  Eds. Tara Herivel and Paul Wright.

  
(ISBN: 0415935385)

Schlosser, Eric.  FAST FOOD NATION (ISBN:  0060833582)

Student Learning Goals (GEC):
At the completion of the course, the student will have the

(Ability to write and speak clearly, coherently, and effectively as well as to adapt modes of 
communication to one’s audience;


(Ability to interpret academic writing and discourse in a variety of disciplines


(Ability to locate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information
English 102 Course Objectives:

1. To advance and extend students’ knowledge of oral argumentative discourse, and apply this knowledge as a mode of learning how to write, do research, and engage in inquiry;

2. To advance and extend students’ appreciation for writing and speaking as public and community-based processes through the activities of drafting, peer review, and revision, as well as individual and small group oratory exercises.

3. To introduce students to the principles of invention, arrangement, style, memory, and delivery in oral presentations. 

4. To help students to develop the habit of synthesizing, versus reporting on or simply summarizing, source information in both oral and written communication.

This class is an extension of ENG 101.  I make this note because I expect that you have already become better writers and that problems such as comma splices, verb tense agreement, and fragments are now seldom committed.  I also expect that you’ve learned how to organize and balance your coursework in college, for much of this ENG 102 will require you to keep on top of assignments and to not put them off until the day of their due date.

In this course, you will become stronger critical thinkers, more efficient arguers, and better speakers.

To achieve these outcomes, students will engage with argumentative pieces by responding to the reading via several written responses, approximately two pages in length.  Students will also compose two of their own research-based argument for the course, which will be based on the Stephen Toulmin method for writing argument.  These will be approximately five to six pages in length.  A third five to six page research-based argument essay will be written in a refutation style.  For this, students will learn methods of formal argument, as well as common argument fallacies.  Students will then select an essay of their choice, which will then be approved by the instructor, and upon approval, students will “refute” that essay’s argument.  The refutation argument essay and one of the research-based argument essays will be followed with brief oral presentations, while the course’s final research-based argument essay will be presented to the class as a seminar-style speech, which will then be open for discussion and debate. 

 Requirements and Course Breakdown
Argument Paper #1 & Refutation (12.5 % each; total 25 %)
Brief Oral Speeches (5 % each; total 10%)
Final Argument Speech Oral  (15%)

Final Argument Speech Written (20%)

Responses ( 5 % each; total 10 %)


Class Participation [see below for policy](10 %)*


Quizzes (10 %)

*as this is a speaking-intensive class, discussions and your participation become an integral part of the course; therefore, at the end of the semester, a letter grade will be given based on your oral participation in the course, and these will be tabulated for your grade.  For example, if, at the end, you make an A-, you will receive a 90 or 9 out of 10 possible points.  If you make your voice heard in class discussions, you should have no problems earning these points; if, however, you say nothing throughout the semester, then I have no problems giving you an “F” for participation.  Not speaking in a speaking-intensive course is unacceptable.
MISC.

· LATE WORK WILL BE DOCKED A LETTER GRADE PER CLASS DAY THAT IT IS LATE!   If you are suddenly ill the day of a turn in, you must find a way to turn in your work via another student or contact me before class ends.  Quizzes cannot be made up; one is automatically dropped. No work will be accepted via email.  All work must be turned in hardcopy with the appropriate packet of materials. Until I have your folder in my hand, it will be considered not turned in.
· I expect for you to be in class on time.  Three (3) tardies will result in 1 absence.

· Several absences will result in failure. (I expect the average student to have no more than three absences in a semester.  That’s a week and a half of class.  At your fourth absence, your final grade will be dropped by a letter grade per absence; thus at 4 absences you cannot make higher than “B”; at 5 “C”; at 6 “D”; and at 7 I will fail you. This is a speaking intensive course.  Your presence in class is demanded.)

· No cell phones, iPods, or any other distracting, beeping, telecommunicating objects.  Texting during class will be held against your class participation grade.  Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard website.  Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. To be perfectly clear:  one violation means no laptop use.
· Double space all work, 1 inch margins, and keep the font normal (12pt. Times New Roman).  My sight needs no help.

· Make all your work and your interaction with the class respectful and worthy of a college student.
· Regarding email:  I will make every effort to respond to your e-mail message within forty-eight hours. If I have not replied to your message after forty-eight hours, then please re-send the message.  However, please note that emails sent on Friday afternoon will normally only be read on Monday morning.
· I expect all students to adhere to UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy: http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Please understand that if it is discovered, your punishment will be merciless and can result in failure of the course.  (Imagine here that painful parting scene of Braveheart.)  Please read the following to fully understand Plagiarism
Plagiarism may occur on any paper, report, or other work submitted to fulfill course requirements. This includes submitting work done by another, whether a commercial or non-commercial enterprise, including web sites, as one's own work.
Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.
Types and Sanctions

Failure to Cite References 

Intentional or obvious failures to properly cite sources
Recommended sanctions range from requiring the student to re-do the paper to a zero on the paper 

Submitting, as one's own, work done by or copied from another 

Includes work done by a fellow student, work done by a previous student, or work done by anyone other than the student responsible for the assignment.
Recommended sanctions range from F on assignment to a recommendation for expulsion 

· If you have any special learning needs, don’t hesitate to let me know, and I will accommodate your needs as advised by UNCG Disability Services: 334-5440.  Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu
