(An)other Way

Pragmatism, Rhetoric and Discourse

English 102-44 (Speaking Intensive)

MWF 12:00-12:50 / Graham 423

Instructor: John Pell / jwpell@uncg.edu

Office Hours: W 1-2:30 and gladly by appointment

In this section of English 102 we will focus our work on the study of discourse, the languages and communicative habits of particular cultural groups, and how discourse practices both develop and determine our capacity to interact with each other and our world. To engage these questions we will develop an understanding of basic rhetorical principles, while also learning to approach thinking problems via the pragmatic method. These terms and concepts will become clear as the semester progresses, but suffice to say everything we do in class will help us to accomplish the following course objectives of a speaking intensive course:

· Advance and extend students’ knowledge of oral argumentative discourse, and apply this knowledge as a mode of learning how to write, do research, and engage inquiry;

· Advance and extend students’ appreciation for writing and speaking as public and community-based processes through the activities of drafting, peer review, and revision, as well as individual and small group oratory exercises.

· Introduce students to the principles of invention, arrangement, style, memory, and delivery in oral presentations.

· Help students develop the habit of synthesizing, versus reporting on or simply summarizing, source information in both oral and written communication.

Required Texts 

Oral Presentations in the Composition Course

Bear V. Shark – Chris Bachelder

Pragmatism and The Meaning of Truth – William James

The Trouble with Diversity – Walter Benn Michaels

Three Cups of Tea – Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin

Democracy Matters – Cornel West

*All other readings assigned can be found on the course Blackboard site under course document.

*All assignments, handouts, etc. will be distributed through the course Blackboard site.
The following writing, reading, and collaborative projects will help facilitate the achievements of the above objectives.

Writing Assignments

The following assignments will help us develop our ability to engage a variety of discourse practices, while at the same time examining questions at the center of discussions concerning culture and cultural practices. The following writing assignments will undergo a number of revisions, and during the writing process you will engage in a number of peer review exercises. (The following list gives the percentage of the total grade the project is worth.) Each writing assignment will be between 5-7 pages of revised prose. 

Assignment








Ad Analysis (10%)



Analysis Essay (10%)

Reflective Essay (10%)

Oral Presentations

English 102 is a speaking intensive course, which means that much of our class time will be spent honing our oratory skills. The following assignments represent the major presentation projects within the course.

Assignment








Class Facilitation (10%)






Spoof Ad Presentation (10%)




Collaborative Presentation (15%)

Collaborative Work

Every week you will spend a portion of class in your collaborative group. The goal of this group is to continue developing our communication skills in a comfortable and familiar surrounding with our peers. Each collaborative will be responsible for leading classroom discussions on a particular larger text, and at the end of the semester each collaborative will create a presentation dealing with the issues they encountered while researching and discussing their particular topic. We will spend a great deal of time throughout the semester on this project and further instructions and handouts will follow. For now it is important to note that the collaborative will be evaluated on its presentation (listed above) and on its collaborative notebook.

Assignment








Collaborative Notebook (15%)




Reading, Participation and Homework
We will read four major texts and a number of essays over the course of the semester. While we will engage a variety of different kind of texts we will examine them all in a similar fashion: rhetorically. That is to say, we will not read texts in the same way you might read texts in a literature course, or a history course, or a business course; rather, we will read texts to answer some form of the question “how does this text persuade its reader?” To develop these habits of mind we will complete a number of homework assignments, participate in a variety of classroom activities, and conference with the instructor at least twice during the course of the semester. Each homework assignment will be explained in detail before it is due, but it is important to remember that being prepared for class, i.e. having read all the material, engaging in classroom discussions and activities, and completing assigned tasks on time, is expected. 

Reading, Participation, and Homework will account for 20% of the final grade.

Attendance Policy and Late Work

Since this is a speaking intensive course it is crucial that you are in class to speak. Therefore you are allowed to miss three classes without a grade penalty. After a third absence you will incur a letter grade penalty (a B becomes a C) and once a student misses six classes he or she will fail the course.

Late work will not be accepted. If you are going to miss class please arrange to turn in your work early. 

Academic Integrity

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Please see the section on academic honor in the UNCG Student Handbook if you have any questions. If you are still unsure about citing something in your paper please see me.

University Writing Center and Speaking Center

These free resources are located in MHRA 3211 and are great places to get outside of class help with your writing and speaking. Please take advantage of these unique places – they can helps.
Accommodations
UNCG seeks to comply fully with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Students requesting accommodations based on a disability must be registered with the Office of Disability Services in 215 Elliott University Center, 334-5440, http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/ or email: ods@uncg.edu.
Calendar of Major Assignments, Breaks, and Final Examinations

The due dates reflect when final drafts of writing assignments are due.
Date 




Assignment Due 
February 6th 



Ad Analysis

February 16th -20th 

Analysis Essay and Classroom Facilitation



Bear V. Shark Collaborative

February 23rd/25th 

Spoof Ad Presentations 
March 6th / March 16th – 20th 
Analysis Essays and Classroom Facilitation 

Three Cups of Tea Collaborative
March 9th-13th 


Spring Break

March 16th -20th 


Mid-term Conferences

March 30th –April 3rd 

Analysis Essays and Classroom Facilitation 

The Trouble with Diversity Collaborative
April 10th



Spring Holiday

April 13th – 17th 


Analysis Essays and Classroom Facilitation






Democracy Matters Collaborative

April 27th 



Reflective Essay 

May 5th 

Collaborative Notebook and Collaborative 

Presentations 

May 8th (Final Exam Period)

Collaborative Notebook and Collaborative

Presentations

