English 102S – 41

Spring 2009

Course Day/Time MWF 1:00 – 1:50 



Instructor: Brandy Grabow
Email: blgrabow@uncg.edu





Office: MHRA 3210G

Dept. Mailbox: MHRA 3310 





Office Phone: 334-5867









Office Hours: 12 – 1, 1 - 2 


This course uses fiction & non-fiction to examine the University and its purpose in society.  After looking at both the history of education and the current situation, at the end of the semester students will be asked to define the University for themselves.  


Required texts and materials:

Reading Materials:

1. Mamet, David.  Oleanna: A Play.  New York: Vintage, 1993. 

2. Norgaard, Rolf.  Composing Knowledge: Readings for College Writers. Bedford/St. Martins. Boston, 2007. 
3. Bill Readings.  The University in Ruins.  Harvard University Press.  Cambridge, MA, 1999.   
Online Requirements:        

        1.  Online access (available in the library or any computer lab on campus if you don’t have a home computer)

        2.  Active E-Spartan Email Address (Check this daily)

        3.  Blackboard Account-- login/password provided when you open your student computer accounts. (Check this daily)

        4.  Printing access, either in the library, in another computer lab on campus, or with a home printer.  You will be printing out a lot of reading materials.  YOU’VE BEEN WARNED.
        5.  Access to a computer with word processing programs (Microsoft Word or Open Office – a free program that can be downloaded from the Internet) and Adobe Acrobat Reader.  These are NECESSITIES, since the documents you need to print/download from Blackboard are in these formats).

A. English 102 Course Objectives:

1. To advance and extend students’ knowledge of oral argumentative discourse, and apply this knowledge as a mode of learning how to write, do research, and engage in inquiry;

2. To advance and extend students’ appreciation for writing and speaking as public and community-based processes through the activities of drafting, peer review, and revision, as well as individual and small group oratory exercises.

3. To introduce students to the principles of invention, arrangement, style, memory, and delivery in oral presentations. 

4. To help students to develop the habit of synthesizing, versus reporting on or simply summarizing, source information in both oral and written communication.

B. English 102 Course Guidelines:

1. Writing

Students write 15-20 pages of polished (revised) prose, completed across three to four writing assignments, each of which undergoes at least one draft and revision.  Instructors may employ a variety of techniques as part of the drafting and revision process, but should introduce as part of at least one writing assignment the activity of peer review (either in a small or large group setting).

2.  Speaking:

Students are assigned at minimum two major oral presentations, speeches, or other exercises in oratory, at least one of which is an individual presentation. These presentations are weighted to comprise at least 30% of the course grade, and are linked in some meaningful way to the texts and/or writing assigned elsewhere in the course.  Some class time is given to drafting these presentations as well as discussing the elements of effective public speaking within the context of the course focus/theme.

3. Reading/Textual Analysis:

Students read, on average, 3 to 4 article-length selections (15-30 pages each; 60-100 pages total) per week from either a course reader/anthology, a course readings pack (photocopied or posted on Blackboard) of the instructor’s design, internet-based texts, or a monograph or book-length text or texts.  

3. Conferences:

Instructors must meet with their students at least once during the semester, preferably at or near midterm.  The time taken to conference with students is outlined in the syllabus, and accounted for via the cancellation of classes during conferencing sessions.  On average, one week of class is typically cancelled in order to accommodate conferences with 22 students.  Attendance is mandatory.  If you miss a conference, it will count as absences for the number of classes cancelled.  If a week of classes are cancelled for conferences and you fail to attend you will actually earn a week of absences. 

4.  Final Exam sessions:

Per university policy, English 102 instructors must meet with their students during their regularly scheduled final exam slot at the end of the semester.  Instructors need not give a final exam, but instead should engage in a teaching and learning-related activity during this time slot.  Examples of such activities include presentations, conferences, or return or receipt of course portfolios.

5.  Attendance Policy:

Students in MWF classes are allowed a maximum of three absences without a grade penalty (to be defined by the individual instructor); students in TR classes are allowed a maximum of two absences with such penalty.  Students who miss six classes on a MWF schedule, or four classes on a TR schedule, will fail the course.    

Participation/Group Work:
This course depends heavily on large and small group work and participation.  However, this does not mean that you simply receive credit for dragging your body to class.  You will be assigned peer groups at the beginning of the semester, with whom you will discuss readings in class, lead the class in group discussions for presentations on the novel and review rough drafts – be prepared to work with closely with your peers.  Participation includes conferences, your in-class engagement and preparation, and free writes, brainstorming, etc.  

Late Work: 
I do not accept late papers/work.  If you anticipate being absent the day an assignment is due, make arrangements to get it to me ahead of time.  This is as true for weekly responses as it is for formal assignments.  A late paper/assignment/presentation will earn a zero for the assignment.  You cannot be absent on the day you are set to give an oral presentation.  If you sense a problem may come up, you need to inform me at least 24 hours in advance in order to reschedule your presentation.  

The Writing Center and the Speaking Center: 

Since this course requires considerable amounts of both writing and speaking, the Writing Center and the Speaking Center are valuable resources, which I encourage you to use.  They are both located in room 3211 in the MHRA building.  The Speaking Center is there to help give you tips and allow you a space to practice speaking activities.  The Writing Center consultants can help you at any stage of the writing process.   You are required to visit EACH at least once this semester as a portion of your participation grade.  As with individual conferences with me, if you wait until the end of the semester you may not be able to schedule an appointment.  

Plagiarism and Other Forms of Academic Dishonesty:
All verified cases of academic dishonesty (including cheating and plagiarism – the use of another’s text or ideas without proper credit and citation) will be reported to the proper university officials and may earn students a variety of instructor-imposed sanctions, from having to repeat the assignment to failing the course.  Such reported cases will put the students at risk of university sanctions against cheating, which include expulsion from the university as one of many consequences.  Please see UNCG’s.  “Academic Integrity Policy” online at <http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/policy/academicintegrity/> or in the Undergraduate Bulletin. 

General Classroom Guidelines:

· Students are solely responsible for personal conduct and assigned work.  You must take responsibility for your own learning and behavior in this course.  I’ll be here to guide you, but, ultimately, learning (and your level of learning) is your choice. 

· Respect others’ comments and contributions to class discussions.  If you ridicule what someone else has said in a derogatory or disrespectful manner, you will be asked to leave the class for that period and allowed back in only after a private conference with me. 

· Turn off (not silence or vibrate) all cellular/digital/technological/noisemaking devices.  There will be no need for you to use your laptop in this class.  Please keep it turned off and in your bag.   

· Since we only have a fifty minute class period, we will make full use of our time.  Please do not begin to pack up your stuff before class has been dismissed.  It is rude enough to do to an instructor; however, if it occurs during a fellow student’s presentation you will loose participation points for the day.  

Evaluation: 






Grading Scale (10 point): 

Participation – 20%





100 – 90 = A+/A/A-

Paired Discussions – 10%




89 – 80 = B+/B/B-

Individual Narrative Presentations – 5%



79 - 70 = C+/C/C-

Two Individual Presentations:  




69 – 60 = D+/D/D-


“This I Believe” Presentation – 5%



59 – below = F





MGRP Presentation – 5%





Group-Led Discussion – 10%






Responses/Online Posts – 5%






Proposal and Bibliography – 10% (5% each)




Multi-Genre Research Paper – 30%

