English Composition II

102-50 MHRA 2204 
Tu-Th 12:30-1:45 
Instructor: Stephanie Whetstone 

Office Hours: 212 McIver, TuTh 9:00-9:30am, 2:00-3:00pm

E-mail: swwhetst@uncg.edu   Phone: 256-8553

Course Description 

This is an introductory composition course designed to help build speaking, reading, listening, writing, and critical thinking skills. Through careful reading of fiction and non-fiction, vibrant class discussion, individual and group presentations, and thoughtful revision, you will learn to identify and implement the elements of clear, concise and effective communication.

  Learning Goals

· To advance and extend students' knowledge of argumentative discourse, and to apply this knowledge as a mode of learning how to write, research, and engage inquiry. To Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse.

· To advance and extend students' appreciation for writing and speaking as public and community-based processes through drafting, peer review, and revision, as well as individual and small group oratory exercises.

·  To introduce students to the principles of invention, arrangement, style, memory, and delivery in  creating effective oral presentations.

·  To help students develop skills in synthesizing, rather than reporting on or summarizing source information in both oral and written communication.

Texts

The Art of Truth, edited by Bill Roorbach 

The Art of the Short Story:An International Anthology of Contemporary Short Fiction, edited by Daniel Halpern

Attendance

Please contact me via email PRIOR to class if you know you will be absent. Students are allowed two absences without a grade penalty. For every absence beyond those allowed, students will be penalized one-half letter grade.  Students who miss four classes will fail the course. Extended absences due to extraordinary circumstances should be discussed with me and documentation must be provided. No credit will be given for any missed class assignment or any late work unless prior arrangements are made with me.

Academic Integrity: "Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.

The Office of Disability Services: Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located in the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and is open 8am -5pm, M-F. 

Phone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.
Course Requirements and Evaluation

Your final grade will be determined as follows:
· Participation



30%

· Portfolio



20%

· Individual Presentations 

25% (this includes the written draft and the final presentation)

· Group Presentation


25% (this includes your group's written  draft, your personal role in the presentation, and the group's presentation)

Participation: Come to class prepared and be involved. In-class writing and speaking assignments and general in-class assignments are included in your participation grade. Informal group work also falls into this category. 
Portfolio: I will assign various exercises, assignments, readings and presentation drafts. At the end of the semester, you will compile these, along with peer evaluations and reflections on your own performance in a small, three-pronged folder. This will include a minimum of fifteen pages of polished writing.

Presentations: Two oral presentations will be due this semester. The first will require interviewing conducted outside of class. This will be a community or family history project and will require a written first draft and a final draft presented orally. The second will require textual analysis and a group presentation of a literary work. Your group will facilitate class discussion on the day you present. You will meet with me to plan and evaluate your work. You will receive more information about each assignment.

The Writing Center and Speaking Center are located on the third floor of MHRA and are open Mon. – Thurs, 9:00 am - 8:00 pm, Fri., 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, and Sun., 6:00 pm -9:00 pm.

Laptop Policy

Laptops may be used in class only by students having a special need for purposes of note-taking or other classroom activities. Students with such a need should make specific arrangements with the instructor. No student may use a laptop in class without a prior arrangement with the instructor.
Required Readings and Assignments 

Please keep up to date on any changes in the syllabus.

TU 1/20- Introduction. In-class writing exercise. Personal Introductions.

TH 1/22- E.B. White, "Once More to the Lake"

TU 1/27- Interviewing workshop. Elizabeth Barrett, video (we'll watch it in class) "Stranger with a Camera" 

TH 1/29- Annie Dillard "An American Childhood" 

TU 2/3- James Baldwin, "Equal in Paris", Maxine Hong Kingston, "No Name Woman" 

TH 2/5- Draft of Presentation #1 due. Peer exchange.
TU 2/10- Speaking skills workshop. Thomas Lynch "The Undertaking"
 TH 2/12- Conferences
TU 2/17- Conferences
TH 2/19- Tobias Wolff "In Pharaoh's Army" 

TU 2/24- Presentations of Family/Community Stories
TH 2/26- Presentations of Family/Community Stories
TU 3/3- Presentations of Family/Community Stories 

TH 3/6- Presentations of Family/Community Stories 
TU 3/10- NO CLASS- SPRING BREAK

TH 3/12- NO CLASS- SPRING BREAK

TU 3/17- Edward P. Jones "The First Day"/ Group presentation skills workshop

TH 3/19- Hanif Kureishi "Intimacy"/ Group meeting/project planning
TU 3/24- Conferences 
 TH 3/26- Conferences 

TU 3/31- Salman Rushdie "The Free Radio" 
TH 4/2- - Richard Ford "Optimists" Tobias Wolff "The Night in Question"

 TU 4/7- Haruki Muikami "The Elephant Vanishes" 

TH 4/9- Kazuo Ishiguro "A Family Supper" 

TU 4/14- Bobbie Ann Mason "Wish." 

TH 4/16- Zoe Wicomb "You Can't Get Lost in Capetown", Ben Okri "In the Shadow of War" 
TU 4/21-Sandra Cisneros "Never Marry a Mexican" 

TH 4/23- Bobbie Ann Mason "Wish."  Francine Prose "Talking Dog" 

TU 4/28- Presentation make-up day.
TH 4/30- Review. Portfolios due. Last Day of Class

Final Exam Period- Portfolios Returned. Tuesday, May 12, 8:00 am – 11:00 am 

