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Required Texts
The Seagull Reader: Stories (2nd Ed.). Joseph Kelly (Editor). Norton, 2008. 
(ISBN: 9780393930917)
A Raisin in the Sun. Lorraine Hansberry. Random House, 1995. (ISBN: 9780679755319) 
Enemy of the People. Henrik Ibsen. Dover, 1999. (ISBN: 9780486406572)
Leadbelly. Tyehimba Jess. Verse Press, 2005. (ISBN: 9780974635330)
Readings on e-Reserve (via Blackboard)

Course Overview
This class is designed to provide an overview of the major literary genres, including fiction, poetry and drama. We will read widely in each field and explore the elements and traditions central to each genre. Lectures and discussions will focus mainly on our reading of primary works (poems, short stories, essays and plays), with an emphasis on issues of craft and structure as well as the cultural contexts out of which these works emerged. We will also consider how our contemporary contexts shape our understanding of past work, and how those contexts are shaping contemporary work. 
Student Learning Outcomes

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:

understand and identify varied characteristics of literature; 
apply techniques of literary analysis to texts; 
use literary study to develop skills in clear reading and writing; 

demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which texts 
have been written and interpreted. 

Attendance Policy
Students may miss three classes without penalty. Missing any additional classes will lower your overall grade by five points, and after missing six classes you will fail the class. Official University-related absences will be excused, as will serious illness or other situations (which must be documented). Please take this into consideration and use your absences with care. This is the official attendance policy of the English Department, so do not expect exceptions to be made. 
Academic Integrity

“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy).
Please review the guidelines and list of violations at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu to ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity (including knowing what your rights are in the event of an accusation). All students are expected to abide by this policy. We will discuss this further in class, but please keep the following in mind.

A minor offense of the policy (inadvertent failure to cite a source, for example) will be handled at my discretion. If I suspect you of violating a more serious policy (such as cheating or plagiarism) I will schedule a conference to discuss it with you; if, after the conference, I believe you have violated the policy, you will most likely receive a zero on the assignment (keep in mind that harsher penalties may be enacted). A second violation (or an egregious first one) will result in another conference and will be referred to the English Department and University for further discipline (including possible suspension).
Office of Disability Services

Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.
Writing Center

The Writing Center (3211 MHRA) is a free service available to all UNCG students, and is an excellent resource if you need additional feedback during any stage of the writing process.

Laptop Policy

Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard website.  Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. To be perfectly clear: one violation means no laptop use.
Email Policy

I will make every effort to respond to your e-mail message within forty-eight hours. If I have not replied to your message after forty-eight hours, then please re-send the message.

Assignments/Evaluation
Assignments and review guides will be discussed in class and posted on Blackboard.
Quizzes: 15% (1st Quiz: 5%, 2nd Quiz: 10%)

Essentially short exams, these quizzes will consist primarily of short-answer questions about the readings and concepts and terms we cover in class. Each quiz will also require you to write several paragraphs on a longer topic, which will help refine your short-essay answering skills for the midterm and final exams. Quizzes will not take more than thirty minutes and will usually be preceded by some combination of lecture or discussion of the readings. If you miss a quiz, you need to make it up during my office hours (or schedule another time). 
Short Essays: 25% (1st Essay: 10%, 2nd Essay: 15%)
Both of these essays should be concise, three-page papers analyzing how a work achieves a particular effect within the context of its genre and/or why it creates a compelling cultural resonance. Although you will be able to take the essay in a number of directions, I will provide specific prompts and ideas for structuring your essay and, where appropriate, information about locating, incorporating, and citing sources.

Exams: 45% (Midterm: 20%. Final: 25%)

These exams will be a combination of short-answer and short-essay questions. You will need to be able to identify passages from the readings, define and provide examples of literary terms and traditions, and write critically about the readings and, at times, critical interpretation of the readings. We’ll devote an entire class period to the midterm and the final exam will be held during our final exam time. Exams cannot be made up without a serious and documented cause. 
Contemporary Poems Project: 5%

You’ll have a choice as far as the specifics of this assignment go, but, essentially, you’ll need to locate a poem in a contemporary magazine or journal and write a brief annotation and analysis of the poem OR complete a research assignment based on an aspect of the Tyehimba Jess’ book leadbelly and write a short response paper.
Participation: 10%

This will be based on your preparation for class and your ability to answer questions about the readings and ideas and topics we engage in class as well as contributing to class discussions. Being tardy, inattentive, violating the laptop policy, or being otherwise unprepared will significantly lower this grade. I may occasionally give brief reading quizzes in class as well.
Grades 

All grades will be posted on Blackboard’s Grade Center (and your work returned to you). You will lose one letter grade for each day any assignment is late. I will not accept emailed work. 

ENG 104-01 Course Calendar 

All readings and assignments are listed below, as well an overarching idea or topic for how we’ll approach the readings. Please have all the readings done by the class for which they appear, and be prepared to discuss them in class. You will also be responsible (in terms of exams and writing assignments but also in terms of the ongoing conversation of the class) for what we cover in class during discussion and lectures. Assignments will be discussed in class and will also be posted on Blackboard. Short supplemental readings may be added, via Blackboard, throughout the semester. I will announce any supplemental readings (or changes to the calendar of readings) in class as well as on Blackboard. If you miss class, remember to check Blackboard. Unless otherwise indicated, page numbers refer to The Seagull Reader: Stories. Poems I, Poems II, Contemporary Poems, and Sonnets are located under Course Documents (on Blackboard); everything else on Blackboard is accessible through e-Reserves.
I. Understanding the Traditions
Week 1
W (1/21) Introduction to Course/Discuss Syllabus

Week 2: Epic and Entertainment; Narrative and Lyric

M (1/26) Iliad excerpt; The Arabian Nights excerpt (e-Reserve)
W (1/28) The Song of Solomon excerpt (e-Reserve); Poems I (Sappho, Snyder, Wright)
Week 3: Allegory and Analysis
M (2/2) “Young Goodman Brown,” Hawthorne, pp. 189-202; “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been,” Oates, pp. 336-353 
W (2/4) “In Exile,” Chekhov, pp. 111-119; “Araby,” Joyce pp. 215-221; Elements of Fiction

1st Quiz
Weeks 4-5: The Evolution of the Individual

M (2/9) Everyman excerpt (Blackboard); “The Furnished Room,” O’Henry, pp. 208-214; 

“Roman Fever,” Wharton, pp. 478-491
W (2/11) “The Cask of Amontillado,” Poe, pp. 410-417; “The Yellow Wallpaper,” Gilman, 
pp. 172-188

Essay Assignment Discussed
M (2/16) “Everyday Use,” Walker, pp. 459-468, “Cathedral,” Carver, pp. 84-98
W (2/18) “Sonny’s Blues,” Baldwin, pp. 29-60

Essay Due
II. Works in Context
Week 6: Theater and Society
M (2/23) Enemy of the People, Ibsen, Acts I-III, pp. 1-66; Understanding the Evolution of Drama
W (2/25) Enemy of the People, Acts IV-V, pp. 67-106
Week 7: Midterm

M (3/2) Finish Discussing Enemy of the People /Review
W (3/4) Midterm Exam
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Weeks 8-9: Society and Theater 
M (3/16) Raisin in the Sun, Hansberry, Act I, pp. 23-75
2nd Essay Assigned
W (3/18) Raisin in the Sun, Act II. pp. 76-130
M (3/23) Raisin in the Sun, Act III, pp. 131-151; “Introduction,” pp. 3-19 

Essay Due
III. Seeing the Patterns

Week 9: Ambiguity
W (3/25) “Guests of the Nation,” O’Connor, pp. 389-400, “A Loaf of Bread,” McPherson, 

pp. 280-299
Week 10: Modern Myth
M (3/30) “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings,” García Márquez, pp. 165-171; “Uncle 
Ben’s Choice,” Achebe, pp. 3-7
Week 10: Politics and Art
W (4/1) Poems II (Brooks, Yeats, Plath); Introduction to Prosody
Weeks 11-12: In Our Time: Contemporary Texts
M (4/6) “What You Pawn I Will Redeem,” Alexie, pp. 8-28; Contemporary Poems 
Quiz 2

W (4/8) Introduction to leadbelly, Jess; read pp. 9-18; More on Prosody 


M (4/13) leadbelly, pp. 21-62


Project Assigned
W (4/15) leadbelly, pp. 65-111

Week 13: Why These Texts?
M (4/20) Finish discussing leadbelly

Project Due 
W (4/22) Blake poems (e-Reserve); “Lyon, Lyon,” Howell (short story, e-Reserve)
Week 14: Archetypes, Artifacts, and Artifice
M (4/27) “I’m a Mad Dog Biting Myself for Sympathy,” Erdrich, pp. 148-154
W (4/29) Sonnets; “Rosebud,” The Simpsons episode (watch in class) 
Weeks 15-16: Review/Exam
M (5/4) Review (read critical essay excerpts on e-Reserve)

W (5/13) Final Exam 
