ENG 104-05:  Approach to Literature

Spring 2009

TR 8:00-9:15
MHRA 1214
Instructor: Samantha Simpson

Office: 113 McIver
Office Number: 334-9846
Office Hours: TR 2:00-3:30
Email: snsimpso@uncg.edu

Course Description

In Judith Ortiz Cofer’s “Arturo’s Flight,” the teenaged narrator from the barrio in modern-day New Jersey imagines a connection between himself and the clever seducer of John Donne’s “The Flea.” This, perhaps, is the power of literature—the power to stretch beyond the boundaries of time and speak to the experiences of human beings from different walks of life. This course will serve as a guided tour of the expansive world of poetry, short fiction, and drama. We will learn how to analyze these texts through the lenses of several literary theories as we discuss the ways in which these pieces speak to our understanding of the human experience.
Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of the semester you will be able to:

· identify and understand varied characteristics of literature.
· use the study of literature to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing.

· apply techniques of literary analysis to texts.

· demonstrate an understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which the texts have been written and interpreted.

· recognize the major themes of the texts as well as their relevance to contemporary life, particularly issues of race, class, and gender.

Required Text

You will need to purchase a copy of Prentice Hall Literature Portfolio, Desmet, Hart, and Miller (eds.), Pearson/Prentice Hall, ISBN: 0-13-193508-09.

I will post all announcements and assignments on Blackboard. It is your responsibility to check your account every day. You are welcome to email me your questions and concerns. I will respond to your email within 48 hours. If you receive no response, re-send your original message.
Grading
Your final grade in this course will be based on the following criteria:

Participation and Contribution: 10%
It is not enough to simply walk into the classroom, sit in your chair, and watch the clock.  I highly recommend coming to class prepared to discuss the assigned reading. If you do not bring a notebook and pen to class, you are not prepared. Take notes. Ask questions. Argue your point. After all, this is your class.

Homework Assignments: 10%

I will ask you to write summaries or brief reading responses outside of class. I will also post these assignments on Blackboard. It is your responsibility to complete these assignments, even if you have missed class.

 Every homework assignment must be typed—double-spaced and in 12-pt. Times New Roman font. Homework is due at the beginning of the class session. You may turn in late homework within two days of the original due date for half-credit. I will accept emailed homework assignments at my discretion.
Ambush Reading Quizzes: 15%
Be vigilant. On some class days I will ask you to write an on-the-spot reading response. There are no make-ups for ambush reading quizzes.
“Invoice” Assignment 15%

You are required to turn in one written assignment before the last day of classes. The good news: you are allowed to set your own deadline for your invoice. The bad news: you are allowed to set your own deadline for your invoice. Pace yourself, and use your time wisely.

Midterm Exam 20%

Final Exam: 30%

Consider these exams opportunities to prove (and improve upon) your understanding of the concepts we’ve covered in class. I encourage you to push beyond the rote memorization of details and focus on making connections between the texts. You may not make up a missed exam unless your absence is excused.
Attendance Policy

When you fail to attend class, you miss valuable insights on the texts—insights that could be useful when you’re writing your quizzes and exams. You are allowed to miss no more than three classes.  For every absence beyond those allowed, you will be penalized one-half letter grade.
Illness, death in the family, participation in a university activity, and jury duty are excused absences for which you will not be penalized. If you miss class for these reasons, please inform me as soon as possible. I will not excuse your absence without a valid doctor’s note; jury duty documents; or proof of participation in a university activity.

Students who miss more than six classes will not pass this class, regardless of the excuse.

Academic Misconduct

“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at http://academic.integrity.uncg.edu/complete. I expect you to adhere to that policy.

General Courtesy

It is important for you to feel comfortable in this classroom.  We can learn from each other, but only if we create and nurture a place where everyone can voice his or her opinions.  Rude, intimidating, and malicious comments help no one.  Please keep discussions considerate and thought provoking.

Make sure you turn off your cell phones during class.  Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on Blackboard. Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. Again, one violation means no laptop use.
The Writing Center
The Writing Center is a valuable resource for anyone working on writing assignments.  Do not wait until you are overwhelmed to seek assistance. Please take advantage of this service. The Writing Center is located in room 3211 in the Moore Building.

Disabilities

Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services (ods@uncg.edu or 334-5440) on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
Class Schedule
The assigned readings should be completed by the date that they appear. I will announce any changes or additions to the schedule in class, as well as on Blackboard. You are responsible for completing the readings, even if you miss a class. 
Date





Reading



Re-learning to Read
Tuesday, January 20



Introduction

Thursday, January 22

Chapter 2: Reading to Become ‘Symbol-Wise’ 







Chapter 3: Writing About Literature







(4-24)
Poetry: Unusual Comparisons
Tuesday, January 27



Chapter 6: Reading and Writing About Poetry 






(351-365)







“The Flea” (384)

Thursday, January 29



“The Author to Her Book” (381-382)
Short Stories: Learning a Lesson
Tuesday, February 3
Chapter 4: Reading and Writing About Short       Stories (25-35)

“Arturo’s Flight” (314-320)

Thursday, February 5



“Battle Royal” (225-236)
Tuesday, February 10



“The Lesson” (271-276)
Thursday, February 12



 NO CLASS
Drama: Family vs. State
Tuesday, February 17
Chapter 8: Reading and Writing About Drama (687-710)
Thursday, February 19



Antigone (p. 711-line 492)
Tuesday, February 24



Antigone (lines 493-1021)
Thursday, February 26



Antigone (lines 1022-1470)
Tuesday, March 3



Midterm Review
Thursday, March 5



MIDTERM EXAM
Tuesday, March 10



NO CLASS
Thursday, March 12



NO CLASS
Short Stories: The Local and the Grotesque
Tuesday, March 17



“A Rose for Emily” (211-218)
Thursday, March 19



“Good Country People” (246-259)

Poetry: Gender and Expectations
Tuesday, March 24



“Barbie Doll” (643-644)

Thursday, March 26



“The Ache of Marriage” (627)

Drama: The Shrew Problem
Tuesday, March 31



Discussion: Shakespeare Whining






Taming of the Shrew, Inductions 1 and 2 (770-781)
Thursday, April 2


 
Taming of the Shrew, Act I (781-791)
Tuesday, April 7



Taming of the Shrew, Acts II-III, (797-819)
Thursday, April 9
 


Taming of the Shrew, Act IV (819-840)
Tuesday, April 14



Taming of the Shrew, Act V (840-850)
Thursday, April 16
Discussion: Comparing the Contemporary to the Elizabethan
Short Story: A Protest
Tuesday, April 21



“Bartleby the Scrivener” (82-106)
Thursday, April 23



“Bartleby the Scrivener” (82-106)
Poetry: Language Appreciation
Tuesday, April 28



“Paradoxes and Oxymorons” (540-541)


Thursday, April 30



“Eating Poetry” (673-674)






Course Evaluations
Tuesday, May 12



FINAL EXAM






8:00-11:00
