ENGLISH 104-07

Approach to Literature

Bob Beshere

TR 3.30-4.45 PM

Office: 3210-B MHRA

Office Hours: MW 11-12.30
Email: rcbesher@uncg.edu
This class serves as an introduction to the world of English literature.  In this class, we will read and discuss works from each of three major genres of English literature: poetry, short fiction, and drama.  The subtitle of this course states an approach to literature, meaning we will also be discussing skills and methods of reading and comprehending English literature on the collegiate level.  We will be delving deeper into each genre and learn what gives each individual piece both its unique qualities and its place among others of its type and theme.  English is an evolving language, and English literature both respects and complicates this evolution.
Student Learning Goals:

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:

--Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature;

--Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;

--Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing;

--Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted. 

General Expectations:

--Courses will be broad and foundational in nature; they will not assume extensive previous knowledge;

--Courses will satisfy most (if not all) of these guidelines. 

Texts:
Backpack Literature by XJ Kennedy and Dana Gioia

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

Final Grade Breakdown:
Final Paper: 40%

Reading Quizzes (10): 30% (3% each)

Literary Analyses (2): 20% (10% each)

Participation: 10%

Quizzes:
Quizzes will test your factual knowledge of the works we read.  If you read them carefully, you should have no problem on the quizzes, I’m sure.

Literary Analyses:

These will be two page responses on each of the genres that we have read by midterm.  You will choose one genre on which not to write; this will be the topic of your final paper.  So be thinking ahead.  I will have rubrics and guidelines for writing these on the first day of class.

Participation
Be there.  Be on time.  Answer questions.  Participate.

Final Paper:

As mentioned above, the topic of your final paper will concern the genre for which you did not write a literary analysis.  The final paper will be 6-8 pages and will cover materials inside and outside of class.  More on this will follow.

Attendance:

Attendance is absolutely mandatory.  Students are allowed three absences without a grade penalty. For every absence beyond those allowed, students will be penalized one-half letter grade. Students who miss six classes will either be dropped from or fail the course.
Plagiarism:

This is no different than stealing someone’s personal belongings.  In fact, it’s worse, as it violates originality and creative expression, two aspects unique to each person.  It will not be tolerated.  Let’s put it this way: the university handles these problems, and the university is a lot meaner than I am.  These violations include: borrowing another’s work and passing it off as your own, stealing work from online or other resources, and failure to cite properly research material you are using.
Academic Integrity:

“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy).
Students with Disabilities:

If you have a disability that could affect your performance in this course or for which you need accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 336.334.5400.  And please let me know if you wish.

Writing Center:

The folks at the Writing Center provide valuable feedback and aid in anything you write.  Please take advantage of this wonderful facility.  It’s located at 3211 MHRA Building.  The phone number is 336.334.3125.

Speaking Center:

Just like the Writing Center, the Speaking Center provides immeasurable feedback for all your speaking and performance needs.  Remember, though, that the SC does not take walk-ins, so be sure to call 336.256.1346 for an appointment.  It is located in the same place as the Writing Center.

Weekly Schedule
T 1.20: Introduction and Syllabus Review
R 1.22: Literature Review and Introduction to Literary Genres and Themes
SHORT FICTION, POETRY, AND DRAMA
T 1.27: Poe, “The Tell-Tale Heart” (39)

R 1.29: Lawrence, “The Piano” (314)

T 2.3: Williams, The Glass Menagerie (951)

AGE

R 2.5: Updike, “A&P” (15)

T 2.10: Carroll, “Jabberwocky” (365); Oates, “Where are You Going, Where have You Been?” (259)
R 2.12: Hemingway, “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” (127)

T 2.17: Miller, Death of a Salesman (869)

LOVE, OR SOMETHING LIKE IT

R 2.19: Shakespeare, “Shall I Compare Thee…” (390-1); Moss, “Shall I Compare Thee…” (391)

T 2.24: Browning, “My Last Duchess” (319); O’Connor, “A Good Man is Hard to Find” (290)

R 2.26: Chopin, “The Storm” (87); Dickinson, “Wild Nights – Wild Nights!” (374)
T 3.3: Atwood, “You Fit Into Me” (87); Cullen, “For a Lady I Know” (326); Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” (30)

R 3.5: Martin, Beauty (591); Analyses Due
Sa 3.7-Su 3.15: SPRING BREAK; No class
NATION AND DUTY
T 3.17: Achebe, “Dead Men’s Path” (165); Cofer, “Quinceanera” (501-2); Last day to drop classes without academic penalty!

R 3.19: Owen, “Dulce et Decorum Est” (344); O’Brien, “The Things They Carried” (274)

T 3.24: Steinbeck, “The Chrysanthemums” (189); Hughes, “Theme for English B” (336)
R 3.26: Whitman, “To a Locomotive in Winter” (327); Auden, “The Unknown Citizen” (341)
RELIGION AND MYTH

T 3.31: Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown” (225); Herbert, “Easter Wings”
R 4.2: Sexton, “Cinderella” (486); Plath, “Lady Lazarus” (489)

T 4.7: Keats, “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (525-6); Sophocles, Oedipus the King (604)
R 4.9: No class; Bob at SAA Conference
F 4.10-Su 4.12: SPRING HOLIDAY; No class
FATE

T 4.14: Hopkins, “Spring and Fall” (521); Frost, “The Road Not Taken” (474)

R 4.16: Atwood, “Happy Endings” (216); Kafka, “Before the Law” (255)

T 4.21: Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (170)

R 4.23: Dickinson, “Because I Could Not Stop for Death” (506); cummings, “anyone lived in a pretty how town” (364)

T 4.28: Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet

R 4.30: Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet; closing remarks and evaluations

T 5.12: Final papers due; end of term party in class
